REASONS FOR AMERICAN ENTRY INTO WWI: SLIDES
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1917 



•  February 1, 1917  Germany resumes 
unrestricted submarine warfare. 



•  February 3, 1917  America breaks off 
diplomatic relations with Germany 
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•  March, 1917   7 American vessels are sunk by   
 German submarines. 



•  The Zimmermann Telegram is made public,  
 revealing an alleged plot—In return for Mexican support, 
Germans promised to help Mexico regain Texas, New 
Mexico, and Arizona from the U.S. 



Arthur Zimmerman, 
German ambassador 
To Mexico 
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Short Writing Activity: If you were 
President Woodrow Wilson’s advisor, 
would you encourage him to declare war 
on Germany? Or is there another 
solution? 15 MINUTES! SEE BELOW: 



•  Imagine that it is spring of 1917.  The 
war has been ravaging Europe for 
three years now, and the U.S. has 
remained neutral up to this point. You 
are Wilson’s foreign policy advisor.  
In a proposal of 150 words, do the 
following: 
•  Describe the immediate events leading up 



to America’s decision to enter the war. 
•  Form a position and defend it, either for 



or against war! 
•  Predict the likely effects of America’s 



decision to declare war or remain neutral. President Woodrow Wilson 
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