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Mr. Cegielski

―God Bless the USA!‖  (4)
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IMPERIALISM
• Imperialism is the 

quest for colonial 

empires and it 

often involves the 

use of economic, 

political, or 

military power



3

The Main Idea

The United States entered the imperialist 
competition later than the European powers but 
soon extended its influence in the Pacific region.

Focus Questions:

• What inspired the imperialist activity of the late 
1800s?

• How did the United States take control of 
Hawaii?

• How did the United States gain influence in 
China?

• How did the United States exert influence in 
Japan?
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1.  Commercial/Business 
Interests

U. S. Foreign Investments:  1869-1908



5

American Foreign Trade:
1870-1914

1.  Commercial/Business 
Interests

2.  Military/Strategic Interests

Alfred T. Mahan  The Influence of Sea 
Power on History:  1660-1783
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3.  Social Darwinist Thinking

The White Man’s
BurdenThe Hierarchy

of Race

4.  Religious/Missionary Interests

American 
Missionaries

in China, 1905
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5.  Closing the American Frontier

SUMMARY: Why 

would nations engage 

in imperialism?
• 1) Increase trade by providing 

market for manufactured 
goods

• 2) Gain sources for raw 
materials

• 3) Secure military advantages

• 4) Increase prestige

• 5) Share religious and cultural 
beliefs

• 6) Social Darwinism—
‖Survival of the Fittest‖
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The Imperialist Powers

The Imperialists

• Great Britain

• France

• Belgium

• Germany

• Japan

• The United States

Ideology

• Nationalism, or love of 
one’s country

• Social Darwinism, a 
belief in the cultural 
superiority of western 
nations over less 
industrially developed 
nations

• Christian missionaries 
sought to convert 
believers of other 
faiths. 

Isolationism Vs. Imperialism

Washington’s Farewell Address 
(1796) established the policy of 
isolationism.   

Isolationism was the policy of 
avoiding involvement in world 
affairs.  

Although in the Monroe Doctrine 
(1824) the United States had declared 
itself the protector of the entire 
western hemisphere, isolationism 
continued to form the basis of 
American foreign policy throughout 
most of the nineteenth century.
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Imperialism
• However, as the United States 

industrialized during the 
second half of the 1800s, the 
United States began to expand 
its influence in the world  in 
order to gain more foreign 
markets, EVEN IF THAT 
MEANT WAR!

• During this period the United 
States would gain control over 
Hawaii, the Philippines, Puerto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands.  

Answers!
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• Based on this cartoon, what do you think the Spanish-American 

War was about?  Take a guess! Hint: Think about imperialism!
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The Main Idea

A quick victory in the Spanish-American War gave 
the United States a new role as a world power.

Focus Questions:

• How did simmering unrest in Cuba lead to 
rebellion?

• Why did Americans get war fever?

• What happened in the course of the Spanish-
American War?

• Why was annexing the Philippines controversial?

The Imperialist Taylor
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The Spanish-American War

The Spanish-American War 
of 1898 was between Spain 
and the United States, 
during which the U.S. 
declared the right to free 
various countries from 
―oppressive‖ Spanish rule. 

However, the U.S. then took 
control of the territories it 
helped to free.

REASONS FOR 

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR
• 1) Protection of American business 

interests in Cuba

• 2) American support for Cuban rebels’ 

independence from Spain

• 3) Rising tensions as a result of          

―The Maine‖ in Havana Harbor

• 4) Yellow Journalism --Exaggerated news 

reports of events 
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Simmering Unrest in Cuba

• Cubans launched a series of revolts 
against Spain beginning in 1868, which 
Spain reacted to by exiling revolutionary 
leaders.

• José Marti –a Cuban revolutionary and 
poet--participated in a revolt for Cuban  
independence in February 1895 but was 
killed, becoming a hero instantly.

• Spanish General Valeriano Weyler used 
ruthless tactics to suppress the revolt, 
further angering Cubans and swaying 
American sentiment to the side of the 
rebels.

José Marti 
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• What does 

this cartoon 

suggest about 

Jose Marti?

• Newspapers continued to report the uprising on 
Cuba with dramatic headlines and articles—
known as yellow journalism. Yellow journalism 
sensationalizes the news in unethical ways in 
order to stir up emotion about a particular topic

• A letter written by the Spanish minister to the 
U.S., Enrique Dupuy de Loome, which ridiculed 
President McKinley, was published by the New 
York Journal.

• Due to the explosion of the Maine, the criticism 
by the Spanish prime minster, and growing 
pressure from the press and public, President 
McKinley declared war on Spain in 1898.
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De Lôme Letter

Dupuy de Lôme, Spanish
Ambassador to the U.S.

Criticized President
McKinley as weak and a
bidder for the admiration
of the crowd, besides
being a would-be politician
who tries to leave a door
open behind himself while
keeping on good terms
with the jingoes of his
party.

“Yellow Journalism” & Jingoism

Joseph Pulitzer

William Randolph Hearst

Hearst to Frederick Remington:
You furnish the pictures,
and I’ll furnish the war!
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Joseph Pulitzer (1847-1911)

• 1. He created the Pulitzer Prizes:

• a. These are endowments originally of $500,000 given 

to individuals who exposed

• corruption in society through journalism.

• b. The prize for best novel was given to authors who 

presented the wholesome

• atmosphere of American life in their novels.

• 2. He was committed to raising the standards of 

professional journalism.

• 3. He purchased the New York World in 1883, which 

made him very wealthy.

• a. He then founded the Evening World in New York.

• b. In 1890, he had a circulation war with rival paper, 

the New York Journal, and was accused of

• practicing ―yellow journalism.‖

• 4. His sensationalistic newspaper accounts during the 

Cuban War for Independence forced an

• unwilling President McKinley into the Spanish-

American War.

• 1. Hearst was a newspaper and magazine publisher as 

well as a film and broadcasting pioneer.

• 2. The San Francisco Examiner was the first 

newspaper he acquired.

• a. He hired very talented journalists.

• b. He crusaded for civic improvements and exposed 

rampant corruption.

• 3. At his peak, Hearst owned over two dozen 

newspapers.

• 4. The New York Journal published illustrations of the 

Maine sinking.

• a. Spaniards were shown attaching mines to the ship.

• b. The Journal devoted more than eight pages a day 

to the sinking of the Maine.

• c. Hearst told correspondents to furnish the pictures 

and he would furnish the war.

• 5. Hearst and Pulitzer competed for reader circulation.

• a. they fabricated stories in order to sell more papers.

William Randolph Hearst

• This cartoon is example of propaganda.  

What is propaganda and what is its 

purpose here? Think: Who is the ―bad‖ 

guy?
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Spanish Misrule in Cuba

Valeriano Weyler’s 
“Reconcentration” Policy
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• At 9:40 p.m., a massive explosion shook the 

Maine. The blast occurred within the 

forward section of the ship. Preliminary 

reports conclude between 254-266 

Americans dead. Numerous others injured.

• No report on what caused the explosion. 

Ship is completely destroyed. Investigation 

is underway.

Remember the Maine
and to Hell with Spain!

Funeral for Maine
victims in Havana
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The U.S.S. Maine and the Press

•During the Cuban War for 
independence, there was a press 
war between William Randolph 
Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer for the 
largest newspaper circulation in 
New York City.

•On February 15, 1898, the 
U.S.S. Maine exploded in 
Havana harbor. 

•The papers falsely reported that 
this U.S. ship  was attacked by 
Spain.

•This caused many Americans to 
call for war against Spain.

An original investigation concluded that the ship was destroyed by an external 
explosion, probably a Spanish mine. This was refuted in a carefully documented 
1976 study by Adm. Hyman G. Rickover, which demonstrated that an internal 
explosion caused the loss of the ship.

The wreck of the U.S.S. Maine, 

February 15, 1898. 
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Newspaper Content 

Requirements

• 1) Name and Date of your newspaper, your name as editor

• 2) Investigative article on explosion of the Maine.

• 3)  political cartoon on Cuban War

• 4) Obituary on Jose Marti’

• 5) Editorial on Teddy Roosevelt and the Rough Riders

• 6) Hand-drawn map of Major Naval battles

• 7) Eyewitness report on a major battle, such as the Battle of San 

Juan Hill or the Battle of Manilla Bay.

• 8) Article on Treaty of Paris (ended the Spanish-American War)

• 9) Letter to Editor from the Philippines: Should the United States 

annex the Philippines? 

The Spanish-American War (1898):
“That Splendid Little War”

How prepared was the US for war?
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Theodore Roosevelt

Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy in the 
McKinley 
administration.

Imperialist and 
American nationalist.

Criticized President
McKinley as having 
the backbone of a 
chocolate éclair!

Resigns his position to 
fight in Cuba.

•When war was declared, 

Assistant Secretary of the Navy 

Roosevelt resigned his post and 

recruited a volunteer cavalry 

regiment that nicknamed itself 

the "Rough Riders." 

•After the invasion of Cuba in 

June 1898, Roosevelt's unit 

marched overland to Santiago 

and, on July 1, mounted a heroic 

charge on San Juan Hill that 

forced the Spanish fleet to 

surrender the city. 

•The Rough Riders suffered 

heavy casualties, but Roosevelt 

became a national hero.

Theodore Roosevelt and his Rough 

Riders on San Juan Hill in Cuba, 

1898. 
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• Remember the movie ―Night at the Museum?‖
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The Philippines

• Future President Theodore 
Roosevelt sent Commodore 
George Dewey orders to 
prepare for war against Spain.

• Dewey engaged the Spanish 
fleet in Manila Bay.

• Steel- and iron-hulled U.S. 
ships helped to defeat the 
Spaniards.

• Filipino rebels, led by Emilio 
Aguinaldo, had already been 
fighting Spain.

• Surrounded by Dewey (at 
sea) and Aguinaldo (on land), 
Spanish forces surrendered.

Cuba

• U.S. War Department was 
unprepared for war in 
Cuba.

• American strategy was to 
control the port city of 
Santiago.

• Theodore Roosevelt’s 
Rough Riders helped gain 
control of the city at the 
Battle of San Juan Hill. 

• The U.S. Navy sank the 
entire Spanish fleet off the 
coast of Cuba.
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Emilio Aguinaldo

Leader of the Filipino
Uprising.

July 4, 1946:
Philippine independence

Dewey Captures Manila!
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BATTLES OF THE 

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR
1. San Juan Hill, Cuba

1. Teddy Roosevelt and his Rough Riders led a 

charge up ―Kettle Hill‖ and defeated the 

Spanish army.

2. Manila Bay, Philippines

1. Navy Admiral Dewey raided the Spanish fleet 

harbored in Manila Bay and captured the 

entire Spanish fleet.

2. Spain surrendered.

The Treaty of Paris:  1898

Cuba was freed from Spanish rule.

Spain gave up Puerto Rico and the island of
Guam.

The U. S. paid Spain
$20 mil. for the
Philippines.

The U. S. becomes
an imperial power!
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Teller Amendment (1898)

Platt Amendment (1903)

1. Cuba was not to enter into any agreements with foreign 
powers that would endanger its independence.

2. The U.S. could intervene in Cuban affairs if necessary to  
maintain an efficient, independent govt.

3. Cuba must lease Guantanamo Bay to the U.S. for naval and 
coaling station.

4. Cuba must not build up an excessive public debt.

5. Amendment made Cuba a U.S. protectorate – a country under the 
control and protection of another country.

Cuban Independence?

Senator 
Orville Platt
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Annexing the Philippines

Controversy raged in the United States over whether to 
annex the Philippines. Annexation —to gain control over 
territory

For Annexation

• Believed the United States 

had a duty to spread its 

values overseas.

• Philippines had economic 

and strategic value that 

should not fall into the 

hands of other countries.

Against Annexation

• Believed annexation would 
violate the ideal of self-
government

• Did not want oppression to 
occur; The United States should 
not export racism and violence

• Some Americans believed 
annexation would increase 
immigration to the United 
States.

The American Anti-Imperialist        
League

Founded in 1899.

Mark Twain, Andrew 
Carnegie, William
James, and William
Jennings Bryan among
the leaders.

Campaigned against 
the annexation of the
Philippines and other
acts of imperialism.
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• The U.S. Senate narrowly approved 
annexation of the Philippines in 
February 1899.

• Fighting broke out in the Philippines. 
Filipino independence fighters battled U.S. 
soldiers for three years.

• Filipino voters did have a voice in 
government. They were able to elect 
members to the lower house of their 
legislature. They could elect members of 
both houses in 1916.

• On July 4, 1946, the United States 
finally granted full independence to 
the Philippines.

Is He To Be a Despot?
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William H. Taft, 1st
Gov.-General of the Philippines

Great administrator.

Our “Sphere of Influence”



33



34

Puerto Rico:  1898
1900 - Foraker Act.

 PR became an “unincorporated territory.”

 Citizens of PR, not of the US.

 Import duties on PR goods

1901-1903  the Insular Cases.

 Constitutional rights were not automatically 
extended to territorial possessions.

 Congress had the power to decide these rights.

 Import duties laid down by the Foraker Act 
were legal!
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Puerto Rico:  1898
1917 – Jones Act.

 Gave full territorial status to 
PR.

 Removed tariff duties on PR 
goods coming into the US.

 PRs elected their
own legislators &
governor to enforce
local laws.

 PRs could NOT vote
in US presidential
elections.

 A resident commissioner was 
sent to Washington to vote 
for PR in the House.

In 1952, Puerto Rico became a self-governing commonwealth, 
with power over most of its domestic affairs. The U.S. still 
controls interstate trade, immigration, and military affairs.
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Warm Up: Read and contrast the two 

quotes below.  Which position do you 

agree with more and why?
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You will go to the website: 

http://score.rims.k12.ca.us/activity/imperialism/
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• Today’s Agenda:

– 1) You have five minutes to get prepared

– 2) Each speaker shall speak at the podium for 

1-5 minutes

– 3) Each speaker will take up to 3 minutes of 

questioning from the audience in order to 

defend their positions.
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U. S. Missionaries in Hawaii

Imiola Church – first built in the late 1820s
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U. S. View of Hawaiians

Hawaii becomes a U. S. Protectorate in 1849
by virtue of economic treaties.

U. S. Business Interests In Hawaii

1875 – Reciprocity 
Treaty

1890 – McKinley Tariff

1893 – American
businessmen backed an
uprising against Queen 
Liliuokalani.

Sanford Ballard Dole
proclaims the Republic 
of Hawaii in 1894.
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Taking Control 

of Hawaii
• British explorer James Cook first 

visited Hawaii in 1778.

• Hawaii was ideally located for 
coaling stations and bases for 
ships trading between the U.S. 
and Asia.

• American missionaries and others 
came to Hawaii and raised crops, 
particularly sugarcane.

• The sugar industry grew and 
gained influence and control.

• King Kalakaua negotiated a 
treaty that made Hawaiian sugar 
cheap to import to the United 
States.

• U.S. gets rights to use Pearl 
Harbor as naval base King Kalakaua 

Hawaiian Queen Liliuokalani

Hawaii for the 
Hawaiians!
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• 1891- Kalakaua is 

succeeded by his sister, 

Queen Liliuokalani

• Queen Liliuokalani tries 

to encourage Hawaiian 

nationalism against 

foreign control

• U.S. oversees end to 

monarchy

Aloha Hawaii
The United States engaged 
in political imperialism–
gaining political control 
over  territory. 

In the early 1890s the 
United States marines 
helped American sugar 
planters overthrow the 
Hawaiian monarch Queen 
Liliuokalani. 

In 1898 Congress agreed 
to annex Hawaii or add it 
to United States territory.  

Queen Lilioukalani (1891-93). 

American planters, who had established sugar 

plantations in Hawaii beginning around 1820, 

became increasingly influential in the economy and 

government of Hawaii; Queen Lilioukalani's desire 

for a new constitution, restoring her royal powers, 

caused a revolt by the planters, and she was deposed 

in 1893. 

In 1894 a republic was established, headed by 

lawyer and missionary son Sanford B. Dole, and 

annexation by the U.S. followed in 1898. 
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To The Victor Belongs the Spoils

Hawaiian 
Annexation 
Ceremony, 1898
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READING ASSIGNMENT ON 

IMPERIALISM IN HAWAII

• Intro: Revolutionaries easily overthrew the 

native Hawaiian monarchy in 1893. The 

United States then debated for five years 

whether to annex the former kingdom and 

launch an American overseas empire. 

• Read ―The Debate Over Hawaii and an 

American Overseas Empire‖ and answer 

the ―Questions for Discussion and 

Writing.‖
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Start with the

Infoplease.com.

Use caution with 

Wikipedia & 

Wikianswers.
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Stereotypes of the Chinese                              
Immigrant

Oriental [Chinese] 
Exclusion Act, 

1887
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United States Foreign Policy

in China
• American businessmen with the help of 

American politicians tried to gain access to 
foreign markets. 

• European powers gained spheres of influence
in China, granting them control over economic 
territories in China

• However, China had closed its markets to 
America. 

• During the presidency of William McKinley, 
Secretary of State John Hay proposed the 
Open Door Policy.  

• The Open Door Policy wanted to give all 
nations equal trading rights in China.  

• Its goal was to open the Chinese market to 
America.  It also urged all foreigners in China 
to obey Chinese law and observe practices of 
fair competition.

The Open Door Policy

Secretary John Hay.

Give all nations equal
access to trade in China.

Guaranteed that China would NOT be taken 
over by any one foreign power.
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The
Open Door 

Policy

The Boxer Rebellion:  1900

The Peaceful Harmonious Fists.

“55 Days at Peking.”
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BOXER REBELLION
• The Boxer Rebellion— A 

nationalistic political group called the 

Fists of Righteous Harmony begins 

rebellion.

– Caused by Chinese resentment of 

foreigners and America’s Open Door 

Policy.

– In 1900, they attacked Western 

missionaries and traders in northern China, 

killing 300

– Laid siege to foreign settlement in Beijing 

• An international force, led by Britain 

and the U.S., entered and ended the 

rebellion, forcing China to keep its 

markets open. 
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America as a Pacific Power

ASSIGNMENT ON BOXER 

REBELLION:
• Intro: In 1900, a violent anti-foreign 

uprising of young martial-arts militants 

called Boxers provoked a war between 

China and nearly a dozen other nations.

• Read ―The Boxer Rebellion in China‖ and 

answer the questions for ―Writing and 

Discussion‖ (pages 10-13).  Then, in small 

groups we will complete the suggested 

activity ―A Question of Responsibility and 

Fairness‖



53

Diplomacy and naval superiority 

help the U.S. gain influence in Japan.

• Japan was isolated and unindustrialized until the 

mid-1800s.

• Commodore Matthew Perry brought four steamships 

into Tokyo Bay in 1853 to pressure Japan to open its 

ports to trade.

• Japan quickly became an industrial and military 

power to compete with the West.
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Commodore Matthew Perry 
Opens Up Japan:  1853

The Japanese View 

of Commodore 

Perry

Treaty of Kanagawa:  1854
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Gentleman’s Agreement:  1908
A Japanese note agreeing 
to deny passports to
laborers entering the U.S.

Japan recognized the U.S.
right to exclude Japanese
immigrants holding passports
issued by other countries.

The U.S. government got the
school board of San Francisco 
to rescind their order to
segregate Asians in separate
schools.

1908  Root-Takahira Agreement.

Lodge Corollary to the Monroe 
Doctrine:  1912

Senator Henry Cabot
Lodge, Sr. (R-MA)

Non-European powers,
like Japan, would be
excluded from owning
territory in the 
Western
Hemisphere.
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