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Activity and Debate: Should Truman 
dismiss MacArthur?  



•  We will have a debate on Thursday (Friday?) over Truman’s policy of a 
“Limited war” and “Containment” and MacArthur’s view of “Rollback” 
and a “General War”. 



•  A-M: MacArthur and Rollback  S-Z: Truman and Containment 
•  Resources available on website: 
•  2 Containment vs. Rollback (completed yesterday) 
•  3 Interpreting the Korean War Truman vs Macarthur (homework last night) 
•  4 Limited war vs General War?  (Complete today and tonight) 
•  5 truman_and_macarthur_readings_and_questions (Complete today and tonight) 
•  When finished, we will engage in a debate.  
•  To prepare, produce a T-Chart, with Affirmative and Negative bulleted 



arguments on evidence! 



Read more: http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/ 
0,9171,821524-2,00.html#ixzz137RiUNNx 
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DEBATE STRUCTURE AND TOPICS: 
TRUMAN SUPPORTERS:  



Truman should Fire MacArthur 
MAJOR DEBATE POINTS: 
-Pro Containment and Limited 
War 
-Defensive: Allow the enemy to 
act first and react 
-Allows the enemy to set the 
limits and terms of the war, but at 
least U.S. is not antagonizing 
them to war 
-further invasion could provoke 
Soviets into the war 
-a General should not contradict 
or publicly denounce a US 
President 



MACARTHUR SUPPORTERS:  
Keep MacArthur and follow his 



policies.  
MAJOR DEBATE POINTS: 
-Pro Rollback and General War 
-Offensive: Attack the enemy 
first!! 
-U.S. must set limits and terms of 
the war 
 
 
-Soviets will not engage in war 
-General has a duty to publicly 
object to wrong or mistaken 
policies of a civilian president 
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