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Anti-war movement

 The Anti-War movement began rising in opposition to the 
Vietnam War, ending in the massive Moratorium protests in 
1969, and also the movement of resistance to conscription
(“the Draft”) for the war. 

 Started in the 1950s as the Peace movement by the American 
Communist Party.

 By the mid-1960s it became a broad-based mass movement 
centered on the universities and churches: 

– one kind of protest was called a "sit-in." 

– Other terms heard nationally included the Draft, draft 
dodger, conscientious objector, and Vietnam vet. 

– Voter age-limits were challenged by the phrase: "If you're 
old enough to die for your country, you're old enough to 
vote." Many of the youth involved in the politics of the 
movements distanced themselves from the "hippies".

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conscription_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peace_movement
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communist_Party_USA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communist_Party_USA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sit-in
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sit-in
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sit-in
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Draft
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Draft_dodger
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Draft_dodger
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conscientious_objector
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_veteran
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voting


2

Anti-War

Demonstrations

Columbia University
1967
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Hell no, we won’t go!

Democratic Convention 
in Chicago, 1968

Student Protestors 
at Univ. of CA 

in Berkeley, 1968

Anti-War 

Demonstrations
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“Hanoi Jane”

Jane Fonda:  Traitor?

 You will never guess which famous 

sports legend protested and went to 

prison in 1967!
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Video: “The 1960’s: A 

Global Revolution”

 Instructions: This video covers a wide range of topics during the 1960’s, 

including the Cold War, the Civil Rights movement, the Viet Nam War and 

the Hippie/Counterculture movement.  Requirements:

 1) Complete the multiple choice quiz as you watch.

 2) Then, after finishing the video, design an album cover for a LP vinyl 

record.  Your cover must have the following:

– 1) Express how the music of the 1960s was a social commentary and vehicle for social 

change and how the music reflected the diversity of American culture. 

– 2) A specific artist or group, featured in the video or through your own research, which 

produced songs against the Viet Nam War and reflected the Hippie Counterculture 

movement.  List the artist and a few songs on the cover.

– 3) Appropriate messages and psychedelic images, reflecting this period. 

Further Questions to Consider when making your cover:

 Compare the messages of the 1960s songs you heard. How do they reflect the decade? To which aspects of 

the decade do each song's lyrics speak?

 Can you describe the past through the eyes and experiences of the 1960s musicians as revealed through 

their music? 

 What would you want to convey on a cover of a 60s record you are selling?

 What do you want to say about the music? the musician?

 What audience are you trying to attract to buy this record?

 How do think record producers plan for a market that might or might not choose to buy a particular album?
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Project: Research Your Own 

Anti-War Protest Songs!

 Directions: Working in small groups, you will research anti-

war songs of the 1960’s and early 1970’s, analyze and 

present them to the class in the form of a PowerPoint 

presentation. Here’s the requirements:

– About 10 slides.

– Introduction should focus on the importance of music to the anti-war 
movement.

– Choose and present at least two anti-war songs with full lyrics, placed 
on PowerPoint for us to view.  Also, you should play samples of your 
chosen songs to the class! Challenge your classmates to interpret the 
words and meaning of the songs!

– You full analysis of the lyrics of your chosen songs.

– A strong conclusion on the lasting impact of the anti-war songs.  You 
may want to place these songs within the context of Woodstock 
and/or Counterculture movement. Do these songs still affect people 
today?

– Bibliography (A.P.A.)

Good Websites to 

begin your research:

 http://www.jwsrockgarden.com/jw02vvaw.htm

 http://www-
rohan.sdsu.edu/~richard5/vietnam.html

 http://members.tripod.com/~ffhiker/index-
3.html

 http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/60smusic.html

 http://www.woodstock69.com/

 http://www2.lib.virginia.edu/small/exhibits/sixti
es/

 http://kclibrary.nhmccd.edu/decade60.html

http://www.jwsrockgarden.com/jw02vvaw.htm
http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/~richard5/vietnam.html
http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/~richard5/vietnam.html
http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/~richard5/vietnam.html
http://members.tripod.com/~ffhiker/index-3.html
http://members.tripod.com/~ffhiker/index-3.html
http://members.tripod.com/~ffhiker/index-3.html
http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/60smusic.html
http://www.woodstock69.com/
http://www2.lib.virginia.edu/small/exhibits/sixties/
http://www2.lib.virginia.edu/small/exhibits/sixties/
http://kclibrary.nhmccd.edu/decade60.html
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Anti-War 

Demonstrations

 May 4, 1970

 4 students 
shot dead.

 11 students 
wounded

Kent State University

 Jackson State
University

 May 10, 1970

 2 dead; 12 
wounded
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Kent State shootings

 The most well-known anti-war 
demonstration was the Kent 
State shootings of 1970, during 
which university students were 
protesting the war and the draft. 
The situation grew violent.

 Riots ensued during the 
weekend and the National Guard 
was called into maintain the 
peace. 

 By Monday, tensions arose 
again, and as the crowd grew 
larger, the National Guard 
started shooting. Four students 
were dead and nine injured. This 
event caused disbelief and shock 
throughout the country and 
became a staple of anti-Vietnam 
demonstrations.

National Guardsmen on Kent State

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kent_State_shootings
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kent_State_shootings
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kent_State_shootings
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Warm Up: Is this cartoon 

making a fair comparison?
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Nixon on Vietnam

 Nixon’s 1968 Campaign promised an 
end to the war: Peace with Honor
 Appealed to the great 

“Silent Majority”
 Vietnamization
 Expansion of the 

conflict  The “Secret War”
 Cambodia
 Laos

 Agent Orange
(chemical defoliant)

“Pentagon Papers,” 

1971

 Former defense analyst Daniel Ellsberg
leaked govt. docs. regarding war efforts 
during Johnson’s administration to the 
New York Times.

 Docs. Govt. misled Congress & Amer. 
People regarding its intentions in Vietnam 
during mid-1960s.

 Primary reason for fighting not to 
eliminate communism, but to avoid 
humiliating defeat. 

New York Times v. United States (1971) *
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The Ceasefire, 

1973

 Peace is at hand  Kissinger, 1972
 North Vietnam attacks South

 Most Massive U.S. bombing commences

 1973: Ceasefire signed between
 U.S., South Vietnam, & North Vietnam

 Peace with honor (President Nixon)

Peace 

Negotiations

 US & 
Vietnamese 
argue for 
5 months 
over the 
size of the
conference
table!

Dr. Henry Kissinger & Le Duc Tho
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The Ceasefire, 

1973

 Conditions:
1.U.S. to remove all troops
2.North Vietnam could leave troops 

already in S.V.
3.North Vietnam would resume war
4.No provision for POWs or MIAs

 Last American troops left South 
Vietnam on March 29, 1973

 1975: North Vietnam defeats South 
Vietnam

 Saigon renamed Ho Chi Minh City



18

Socratic Seminar:

Gerald Ford’s Speech--

“A War that is Finished” (1975)

 Introduction: This speech was given by President Ford amid the 
international turmoil surrounding the end of the Vietnam War in 
April 1975. On the very day the President gave this speech, 
100,000 North Vietnamese soldiers were advancing toward Saigon, 
South Vietnam's capital. Meanwhile, leaders from around the world, 
and the North Vietnamese themselves, waited to see how the United 
States would react to the pending collapse of South Vietnam, which 
the U.S. had fought hard to preserve. 

 The answer came from President Ford during this speech in which 
he declared the conflict "a war that is finished as far as America is 
concerned," and urged the young Americans in his audience at 
Tulane University to look toward the future instead. 

 A week later, Saigon fell and South Vietnam surrendered to the 
North Vietnamese. Vietnam was thus unified under a Communist 
regime that remains in power today, some 30 years later.

 Your “ticket” to participate in the Seminar: Highlight important 
arguments in the text. Write three higher-level critical thinking 
questions (NOT yes/no questions) in preparation for the seminar.

SEMINAR QUESTIONS:

 1) The title of the speech is “A War 

that is Finished.”  Was the war really 

“finished?”

 2) Do you agree with this quote “The 

fate of responsible men and women 

everywhere, in the final decision, rests 

in their hands, not ours” (3rd page)?

 3) What domestic issues does Ford 

suggest we focus on, rather than the 

war?  Do you agree with this policy?
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The Fall of Saigon

South Vietnamese 
Attempt to Flee the Country
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The Fall of 

Saigon

America Abandons Its Embassy

April 30, 1975

The Fall of 

Saigon

North Vietnamese 
at the Presidential Palace
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Formerly Saigon

A United Vietnam

The Costs

1. 3,000,000 Vietnamese killed
2. 58,000 Americans killed; 

300,000 wounded
3. Under-funding of Great 

Society programs
4. $150,000,000,000 in U.S. 

spending
5. U.S. morale, self-

confidence, trust of 
government, decimated
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The Impact

 26th Amendment: 18-year-olds vote
 Nixon abolished the draft

all-volunteer army

 War Powers Act, 1973 ٭
 President must notify Congress within 48 

hours of deploying military force
 President must withdraw forces unless he 

gains Congressional approval within 90 
days

 Disregard for Veterans  seen as 
“baby killers”

 POW/MIA issue lingered

Some American POWs 

Returned from the 

“Hanoi Hilton”

Senator John McCain
(R-AZ)



23

2,583 American 
POWs / MIAs

still unaccounted for today.

If we have to fight, we
will fight.  You will kill
ten of our men and we will 

kill one of yours, and in the end it 
will be you who tires of it.  

And

in the End….

Ho Chi Minh:
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Lessons 

for Future

American Presidents

1. Wars must be of short duration.
2. Wars must yield few American 

casualties.
3. Restrict media access to 

battlefields.
4. Develop and maintain Congressional 

and public support.
5. Set clear, winnable goals.
6. Set deadline for troop withdrawals.

The Vietnam 

Memorial, 

Washington, D.C.
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Memorial to US 

Servicemen in 

Vietnam

Memorial to US 

Nurses in Vietnam
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58,000

President Clinton 
formally recognized 

Vietnam on 
July 11, 1995
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Where Were You

in the War, Daddy?

This war 
haunts 
us still!

AND TODAY…..

The “Light” at the 

End of This Tunnel?

2003 to ?: “Operation Iraqi Freedom”
2400+ American dead and counting…?
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Another 
Vietnam?

OR

A transformation of 
the Middle East?

Only time & history 
can tell!
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Go online or use 

the textbook, starting

on page 890!

Finish crossword puzzles parts I and II today to earn an

extra credit reward for your Viet Nam War Test!
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