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 PROJECT: Make your own silent 
movie! 



Directions: The purpose of this assignment is to place yourself in the role of you Biography character, as 
well as filmmaker, during the 1920’s, before “talkies” were made.  



 Requirements: 
 1) You will write, practice and create a 5-minute silent film with other Biography characters!  Your 
major challenge:  
 -Create a setting from the 1920’s that all of these different characters meet in: a Speakeasy, an 
assembly line, a jazz club in Harlem, opening night at a movie theater, Lindberg landing from his flight 
over the Atlantic, etc. BE CREATIVE!! 
 2) each student will play the character of the person from their Biography report in the film 
 (Pretend these people actually met in real life! What it be like?!) 
 -you must dress like them, act like them, and behave as they would have behaved 
 3) It must be completely silent! (If using a  video camera turn off the sound recorder on the camera 
and film in black and white). View some old silent films on Youtube or Google video to get an idea. 
 4) Your skit must realistically reveal major themes of the 1920’s, such as the culture of the “flappers,” 
Prohibition and gangsters, or the slapstick of such comedians as Chaplin.  Do not get overly goofy; your 
skit should be well-planned and performed well, but can be humorous. 
 5) Find appropriate music from the period (jazz music, for example, to overlay).  Bring in costumes and 
other needed props. 
  Scoring:  Preparation and teamwork: 10 points 
      Well-planned and acted skit: 10 points 
      Major themes of the 1920’s represented: 10 points 
      Music, costumes and props: 10 points 
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Worksheets for Your Skits (Time permitting…) 
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   Student Rubric 
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