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What's the Connection?
In Section 1,you learmed about

carty humans setting in towns.

Some settied in Mesopotamia,

Mesopotamia
i the valleys of the Tigrts and
Ephrates AVes. (page17)

» Sumerians invented writing end
made other important contributions
10 luter pecples. (page 20y

» Sumerian City-states lost power
when they were conquered by
outsiders. gaage 23)

Locating Places

Tigris River (TY*gruhs)

Euphrates River [yu*FRAY *teer)

(-u' *suhve puh + TAY * mee + ch)
Sumaer (SOO*muhr)

| @
Mesopotamian
Civilization

Meeting People
Sargom (SAHR*cAsN)
Hammerabl (#a*muh+RAH*bee)

Building Your Vocabulary

civilization
(smievuhluh*ZAY * shehn)

¥migation (sa+uh+GAY *shuehn)

cuneliform (kyoo* NEE *ub * suwim)
saibe (SKRYB)
empire (EHM*m)
Reading Strategy
Sequencing Information Use a
diagram to show how the first empire
in Mesopotamis came about.
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Mesopotamia’s Civilization
(Maildea  Civilization in Mesopotamia began in
the valleys of the Tigris and Espheates Rivers.
Reading Focus Do you fve in a region that receives
plenty of @in or in a region that is dry) Think sbout
how that affects you 25 you read how the Semerians’
environment affected them.

Ower thousands of years, some of the
carly farming villages developed Into civi-
hizations. Civilizations (ssa*vuh«luh*ZAY+
shuhns) are complex socketies. They have
clties, organized governments, art, religion,
class divisions, and a writing system.

Why Were River Valleys important? The

first civilizations arose In river valleys
because good farming conditions made 1t

casy to foed large numbers of people. The
rvers provided fish and freshwater, and also
made It casy to travel and o trade. Trade
provided a way for goods and ideas to
move from place to place. It was no acch-
dent, then, that cities grew up In these val-
keys and became the centers of civilizations.

As cities took shape, so did the need for
arganization. Someone had to make plans
and decisions about matters of common
concern. People formad governments to do
just that. Their leaders took charge of food
supplies and bullding projects. They made
bws to keap order and assembled armies to
fend off enemies.

With fewer worries about meeting their
basic needs, people In the river valleys had
more time to think about other things. Thay
developed miigions and the arts. To pass on
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A rumber of Ovilizations . ARABIAN ’
developed in ¥ DESERT
1. Intowhat body of water do the A s
and the Euphrates Rivers fow? & r 7=
2 do ulﬂnh of e i v e
hvusso suited
for the growth of civlization? Sculpture of chariot b
from Mesopotamia
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information, they invented ways of writing,
They also croated calendars to tell time.

Early civilizations shared another fea-
ture—they had a class structure. That s,
people held different places In soclety
depending on what work they did and how
mauch wealth or power they had.

The Rise of Sumer The carliest-known civ-
flization arcse In what Is now southemn Irag,
an a flat plain bounded by the Tigris River
(1Y gruhs) and the Euphrates River (yusFRAYe
teez). Later, the Crocks called this arca
Mesopotamia (s sub +peh * TAY * mee * uh),
meaning “the land batween the rivers.™
Masopotamia lay In the aastern part of the
Fertile Crescont, a curving strip of land that
extends from the Mediterrancan Saa to the
Perstan Culf.

Mesopotamia had a hot, dry climate.
In the spring, the rivers often flooded,
leaving behind rich soll for farming. The
problem was that the flooding was very
unpredictable. It might flood one year, but
not the next. Every year, farmers worried
about thelr crops. Thay came to believe
they needed their gods to bless their
efforts.

Over tme, the farmers kbamed to bulld
dams and channels to control the seasonal
floods. They also bullt walls, waterways,
and ditches to bring water to their ficlds. This
way of watering crops Is called trrigation
(simeuh*GAY*shubn). [rrigation allowed the
farmers to grow plenty of food and support
a large population. By 3000 5.C., many cities
had formead in southern Mesopotamia In a
region known as Sumer (SO0 * muhr).

Sumerian Ziggurat

mwuhxwuwmu.m’m-ﬂhum
contained and storehouses. The surounding
:ﬁ mbg‘h“uhmm
par lavols of thaziggarat?




What Were City-States? Sumerian cites
were Isolated from each other by geography.
Bayond the aras of settlement lay mudflats
and patches of scorching desert. This terrain
made travel and communication difficult.
Each Sumerian dity and the land around
It bacame a separate city-state. It had its
own government and was not part of any
larger unit.

Sumerian city-states often went to war
with one another. They fought to gain glory
and to control more territory. For protec-
tion, each city-state surroundad 1tself with a
wall. Because stone and wood were In short
supply, the Sumerians used river mud as
their main bullding material. Thay mixed
the mud with crushed reeds, formad bricks)
and left them In the sun to dry. The hard

waterproof bricks were used for walls, as
well as hoenes, temples, and other bulldings.
Gods and Rulers The Sumertans believed
in many gods. Each was thought to have
power over a natural force or a human
activity—flooding, for example, or basket
weaving. The Sumerians triad hard 1o please
the gods. Each city-st@ae bullt a grand temple
calied a ziggurat (Z8H+guhear) to its chief
god. The word zggumat means “mountain of
god” or “hill of heaven ™

With tiers like a glant square wedding
cake, the ziggurat dominated the city. At
the top was a shrine, or special place of
worship that only priests and priestesses
could enter. The priests and priestosses
were powerful and controlled much of the
bnd. They may even have ruled at one time.




Later, kings ran the govemnment. Thay
led armies and organtzed bullding projects.
The first kings were probably war heroes.
Thatr positton bocame hereditary. That is,
after a king diad, his son took over.

What Was Life Like in Sumer? whik
Sumerian kings lived In large palaces,
ordinary people lived in small mud-brick
houses. Most people In Sumer farmad. Some,
however, were artisans (AHR * tuh *zubes), or
skilled workers who made metal products,
cloth, or pottery. Other people In Sumer
workad as meschants or traders. They trav-
cled to other cities and towns and traded
tooks, whaat, and barkey for
copper, tin, and timber—things
that Sumer did not have.

In Sumer were
divided Into three soclal
classes. The upper class
included kings, priests, and

government officlals. In the
middle class were artisans,

Enslaved people were
forced to serve others.
Slaveholders thought of them as property.
Some slaves were prisoners of war. Others
were criminals. Sull others were enslaved
bacause they had to pay off their debts.

In Sumer, women and men had soparate
roles. Men headed the houscholds. Only
males could go 1o schoal. Women, however,
did have rights. They could buy and sell
property and run businesses.

MLITIETT) Explain vow did Mesopo-
tamians control the flow of the Tigris and
Euphrates Rvers?
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The First Cv ilizations

A Sumerisn

cuneform Only a few people—mostly boys from
wealthy famibies—lcarned how to write.
After yoars of training, they bocame scribes
(SKRYES), or record keepers. Scribes held
honored positions In socikety, often going an
to bacome judges and political loaders.

A Skilled People

Mainldea, Semerians invented writing and made
other important contributions to later peoples.

Reading Focss Do you fike to read ¥ 50, you owe 2
debt %0 the Sumerians, becasse they were the first %o

The Sumertans left a lasting mark on
world history. Their ideas and Inventions
were copled and Improved upon by other
peoples. As a result, Mesopotamia has boen
called the “cradle of avilization.”

Why Was Writing lmportast? The people
of Sumer croatad many things that sall affect
our lives today. Probably their groatost
Invention was writing. Writing Is Impor-
tant because It helps people keep records
and pass on thelr Idas to others.
in Sumer writ-
ing to kacp track of business deals and
other events. Thelr writing was called
cuneciform (kyoo® NEE+uhe+awas). It
consisted of hundrods of wadge-
shaped marks cut Into damp clay

tablets with a sharpended reed.
Archacologists have found thousands
of these cunatform tablets, telling us

much about Mesopotamian life

Sumerian Literature The Sumertans also
produced works of Nerature. The world's
oldast known story comes from Sumer. It is
called the Epic of Gilgemesh (GHL*guhe
mozmi). An epic Is a long poem that tells the
story of a haro. The hero Cllgamesh Is a
king who travels around the world with a
friend and performs groat deeds. When his



friend dies, Cllgamesh soarches for a way to
hive forever. He leamns that this is possible
only for the gods.

Advances in Science and Math The
Mesopotamians’ creativity extended to
technology too. You mad carlier about
Sumerian Irrigation systems. Sumerians
also Invented the wagon wheel to help
carry people and goods from place to place.
Another breakthrough was the plow, which
made farming casier. Still another Invention
was the sallboat, which replaced muscle

power with wind power.

LinkingPast

Education

m&;ﬂwwhmdﬂn
saipt, trying to master

Iln:hdso‘wwds

&

Present

Sumerians developed many mathemati-
cal Idas. They used 00 maasure
ficlds and put wp bulldings. They also
created a number systemn based on 60, We
have them to thank for cur 60-minute hour,
&-socond minute, and 360-degree circle.

In addition, Sumerian people watched
the skies to kearn the best times to plant
crops and to hold religious fosttvals. Thay
recordad the positions of the planats and
stars and developed a 12-month calendar
basad an the cyckes of the moon
LR Wontify What ind of writ-

an Lnguape did the Sumerians use?

W Students todey

Today, both boys and girks
g0 to school. They
writing, and mathematics, but
many other

able to choose the career that fits their talents.
Inwhat way is education diffa ant today than
1t was in Masopotamia?
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Sargon and Hammurabi

(Ma ldes | Samerian city-states bost power whan
they were coaquered by ostsiders.

Reading Focus Haveyos heard of the Roman Empice,
the Artec Empire, or the British Empire] The rise and &3l
of empires & an important part of hissory. Read on to
learn about the first empires in the world.

Over time, conflicts weakened Sumer’s
city-states. They bocame vulnerable to attacks
by outside groups such as the Akkadlans (che
KAY * dee *uhnz) of northern Mesopotamia.

The king of the Akkadians was named
Sargon (SAHR+*cakn). In about 2240 5.C,
Sargon conquared all of Mesopotamia. He sct
up the world"s first empire. An empire (EHM+
m) Is a group of many different lands under
one ruler. Sargon’s empire lasted for mom
than 200 years before falling to invaders.

In the 1800s 5.C., a new group of people
bacame powerful in Mesopotamia. Thay
bullt the city of Babylon (BA +Bbuh+ kétn) by
the Euphrates River. [t quickly became a
center of trade. Beginning In 1792 RC, the
Babylontan king, Hammurabl (s *mch * RAH
bes), bagan conguering cities to the north and
south and created the Babylontan Empire.

Hammurabi Is best known for his law
code, or collection of laws. (Soe pages 24 and
25.) Ha took what he believed were the best
bws from aach city-state and put them In
ang code The code covered crimes, farming
and business activities, and marriage and the
family —almost every area of life. The code
forced everyone in Babylon to follow the
sama laws. It also Influencad later laws,
including those of Creece and Rome.

LIIITIEEE) Explain Why was Sargon's
empire important?

What Did You Learn?

1. What is a ovilization? 4. Geography Skills Howwas
2 What was the Code of the peography of Mesopotumia
Hammurabi? sited for The of
population and Creation of
Critical Thinking & Civilization?
3. Summarize Information S. Science Link &d the
Draw & churt She the one below. SUFTeriars tecord
Use it 20 list the achivvements of stars and planets and
0f Mesopotamisn Chvilization. develop a Cdendar?
ou:.m- iyunlll‘l'l city-state
MaGOpatammun a
in anCient Surmer. Write & letter
to & triend describing which
ks OF irventtion
you bulieve will be the mast
important to humenity.
CHAPTER 1 The First Cwvilizetions 3



