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Essential Questions:
1) Should America be considered a

“melting pot” for immigrants?
2) What are the push/pull factors for 

immigration?
3) How have immigrants shaped 

American political culture?
4) What has been America’s legislative 

policy towards immigrants?
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Think!!! The Great American 
Meltin' Pot?
Do Now: Analyze the song lyrics 
below. Is this a proper 
metaphor? What might be a 
better metaphor?

―America was founded by the English
But also by the Germans, Dutch, and French,

The principal still sticks
Our heritage is mixed

So any kid could be the president
You simply melt right in, 

It doesn't matter what your skin. 
It doesn't matter where you're from,
Or your religion, You jump right in 
To the great American meltin' pot. 

Great American meltin' pot.‖ 
Schoolhouse Rock -- Clip.url

Excluded 
from the melting 

pot
 ―Melting Pot‖: the common 

belief that immigrants will 
assimilate into culture 
through education and 
acculturation. 

 However, many immigrant 
groups have maintained 
their ethnic identity and do 
not easily blend into 
American culture.  

 Many Asians, African 
Americans, Native 
Americans continue to 
maintain their cultural 
identities.

../../../../../../Desktop
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http://disney.go.com/disneyvideos/preschool/schoolhouserock/clips/melting.html
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The “Americanization” of 
Immigrants

 Traditionally, 
education served 
as the primary 
means to 
assimilate, or 
―Americanize,‖ 
new immigrants.

• Questions:
What are some ways to tell 
if an immigrant has 
assimilated, or fit into, 
American society? Why do 
these things show they are 
fitting in?

The Great American Tossed 
Salad?

 Why might 
this analogy 
(metaphor) 
be more 
accurate, as 
compared to 
the 
traditional 
―melting pot‖ 
image?
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Why is America a land of diversity?

 Unlike Japan, Germany, Sweden, Saudi Arabia, China and 
France, the U.S. has attracted people of different political 
persuasions, social-economic statuses, religions, and 
cultures.

 Demographics is the study of the characteristics of 
population and often look at age, gender, race, ethnicity

What’s the difference between 
―race‖ and ―ethnicity?‖

 Race--A grouping of human beings with common characteristics 
presumed to be transmitted genetically.

 Ethnicity--A social division based on national orientation, 
religion, language, and often race.



7/9/2009

5

American population NOW (300 
million people) come from:

 Native American ancestry (about 1 
million people now)

 Brought over as slaves (forced 
immigration)

 Ancestors immigrated (moved from 
another country to the U.S.)

 vast majority of Americans have 
ancestors that immigrated to U.S.

 First immigrants were original settlers 
to Jamestown, Va.

FIRST WAVE OF IMMIGRATION 
(approximately 1810-1860)

 ―PUSH‖ Factors —reasons 
people wanted to move out of 
their country

 1) Economic: Irish Potato Famine 
of 1846 --crop failures in Germany 
and Ireland in the 1840’s  ruins 
farmers who survived on money 
from small plots of land

 2) Economic: skilled workers and 
craftsmen in Europe lose jobs to 
factories during

 3) Industrial Revolution

 4) Religious freedom: Protestants 
face religious persecution in 
Germany
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 ―PULL‖ Factors —reasons U.S. 
enticed people to move

 1) Economic: plentiful land to farm

 2) Economic: plentiful jobs

 3) Religious freedom: rights 
guaranteed in Constitution

 ROADBLOCKS to immigration 
from 1810-1860
 1) Dangerous boat trip

 2) There were many wars during this time in 
Europe, so some European governments passed 
laws against emigration so that they wouldn’t lose 
soldiers.

FIRST WAVE OF IMMIGRATION (approximately 

1810-1860)

Letters from the "Old 
Country"

 Introduction: Even after getting settled, most migrants had strong 
ties "back home" -- whether across the ocean or across the 
Mason-Dixon line. Letters passed back and forth between those 
that left and those that stayed behind. The letters that survived 
give insight into why people choose to migrate, why some stayed, 
and why some returned. 

 Directions: Read and analyze the letters and then answer these 
questions:
 1) What hints do these letters give about immigrants' personal "push" 

factors? (Underline in red) ...their "pull" factors? (Underline in green) 
 2) In which letters do the families agree with the immigrants' reasons 

for leaving? Which families do not support the immigrants' decision to 
leave? Why? 

 3) Which letters show the strongest ties home? How are they staying 
connected? 

 4) In which letters are the ties loosening? What are the "symptoms" of 
loosening ties? What are the causes from their families' points of view? 

 5) What about their immigrant relatives: do families back home worry 
about? What advice do they give their immigrant relatives? 
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Immigrants Write to Families 
Back Home 

 Introduction: Even after getting settled, most migrants had 
strong ties with "home" -- whether across the ocean or across 
the Mason-Dixon line. Letters passed back and forth between 
those that left and those that stayed behind. The letters that 
survived give insight into why some people choose to migrate, 
why some stayed, and why some returned.

 Directions: Read the letters and then answer the questions:
 1) What hints do these letters give about immigrants' personal 

"push" factors? ...their "pull" factors? 
 2) How well has America lived up to their expectations? What has 

been a disappointment? What has turned out better than they 
expected? 

 3) Is there such a thing as a "typical" immigrant experience? Why 
or why not? 

 4) Which letters show the strongest ties home? How are they 
staying connected? Where do you hear homesickness? 

 5) In which letters are the ties loosening? What are the "symptoms" 
of loosening ties? 

 6) What advice do relatives in America send to their families back 
home? 

Warm Up: Examining immigrant 
cartoons

Are these pro or anti-

Irish immigrant cartoons?

Why do you think the

cartoonist created them?
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Video: The Irish Potato Famine (15 minutes)

 Assignment: After watching the video and reading ―Suffer for About the First Six 
Months After Leaving Home‖: John Doyle Writes Home to Ireland, 1818 

 by John Doyle and  ―The Irish Potato Famine‖ from eyewitnesstohistory.com, 
explain in 12 sentences how the Irish Potato Famine served as a ―Push Factor‖ for 
Irish immigration to the U.S.

ADDITIONAL ASSIGNMENT 
ON IRISH IMMIGRATION
 Read 

―ANALYZING 
PRIMARY 
SOURCES: THE 
IRISH 
IMMIGRANT 
EXPERIENCE IN 
THE UNITED
STATES—
INTRODUCTION 
AND HISTORY” 
AND COMPLETE A 
POV CHART FOR 
EACH SOURCE

Source: Purpose Origin Value

#1

#2

#3

#4

#5
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 The first wave of 
immigrants (1810-
1860)

 5 million immigrants 
come to U.S. (2 
million Irish, 1 
million German, 
most others from 
Western Europe)

 Considering there 
were only 5 million 
people in America in 
1810, this is a 
LARGE amount!

Who came to the U.S.?

Who came to the U.S.?
 SECOND WAVE OF IMMIGRATION 

(1861-1920)
 After U.S. Civil War, immigration is 

UP!
 Reasons immigrants came:

 1) Many of the same reasons from 
the first wave, including economic 
reasons and to escape

 2) religious and political persecution
 3) U.S. economy, especially in the 

Northeast, is strong
 4) Easier voyage: more affordable, 

shorter trip, more comfortable

 Where did new immigrants come 
from?
 Some still come from Western 

Europe (England, Ireland, Germany)
 More and more coming from 

Southern and Eastern Europe (Italy, 
Greece, Poland)

 Also coming from Asia (China, Japan) 
and settling on west coast of U.S.
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Reasons for 2nd Wave of 
Immigration

 Whereas most 
immigrants before 1860 
came for farming, after 
1860 more immigrants 
come for jobs in cities.

 Settled in large cities like 
New York and Boston, or 
San Francisco on the 
west coast

 Lived in neighborhoods 
where their countrymen 
settled

 Immigrants were 
expected to work—built 
most of infrastructure of 
cities, built railroad lines, 
most of the time for less 
pay because of 
discrimination

Urban Growth:  1870 - 1900
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 Are we rightfully called ―a 
land of immigrants?‖

 Immigration sky rocketed by 
1900 and then decreased.

Why do you think immigration decreased 

after 1900?

http://www.animationfactory.com/animations/war/bombs/b2831/


7/9/2009

12

Projected Growth

Compare/Contrast the two major waves of 

immigration to the United States

1810-1860
1861-1920
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U.S. Immigration Map Instructions
 FIRST WAVE OF IMMIGRATION:
 1. In the bottom left corner, draw a box where the map key will be; label it ―Key.‖
 2. Draw a small box in the Key and color the inside green. Label this box ―First Wave of 

Immigration (1810-1860).‖
 3. Color the countries Germany, Ireland, and Great Britain green to mark where immigrants 

came from during the first wave.
 4. Place a dot in pencil and label the U.S. cities of New York City and Boston to mark where 

these immigrants settled.
 5. Draw in ONE green arrow going from colored countries, across Atlantic, to Northeast coast of 

U.S. to mark immigrants’ journey to U.S.

 SECOND WAVE OF IMMIGRATION:
 6. Draw a small box in the Key and color the inside red. Label this box ―Second Wave of 

Immigration (1861-1920).‖
 7. Outline Germany, Ireland, and Great Britain in red to mark that immigrants continued 

coming from these countries during the second wave.
 8. Color the following countries red to mark where immigrants came from during the second 

wave:
 Norway Sweden
 Russia Poland
 Austria Greece
 Italy France
 Spain Portugal
 Japan China
 9. Place a dot in pencil and label the U.S. city of San Francisco to mark where Asian immigrants 

settled.
 10. Draw in ONE red arrow going from red colored countries in Europe, across Atlantic, to 

Northeast coast of U.S. to mark European immigrants’ journey to U.S. Then, draw in ONE red 
arrow going from red colored countries in Asia, across

 Pacific, to West coast of U.S. to mark Asian immigrants’ journey to U.S.
 11. Add an appropriate title to the top of the map.
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Immigration Map Grading Rubric

Map: Immigration to the United States 

1880-1920
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Coming to America in the 
19th and 20th Centuries: 
What could immigrants 
expect to find?

E Pluribus Unum
(one from many)
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The Statue of Liberty—Symbol of Freedom

 The Statue of Liberty:
 Still stands at entrance to New 

York City harbor, 151 feet high

 Statue depicts woman in Roman 
dress holding torch and tablet

 By the stance, we know that the 
sculptor, Frédéric Bartholdi, 
meant to imitate the Colossus

 Erected in 1886

 Made of copper (hollow)

 Given by French people (literally, 
money to make it came from 
donations from French citizens) to 
pay homage to the freedoms that 
the U.S. promised to its citizens 
and to

 celebrate friendship between U.S. 
and France

The Statue of Liberty compared with The 
Colossus of Rhodes:

 Considered one of the Seven Wonders of the 
World

 Rhodes was a Greek city-state, famous for its 
trading port

 Statue depicted Apollo, the sun god and 
protector of Rhodes

 Stood at the entrance to harbor, roughly 105 
feet high, welcoming merchant ships

 Made of bronze
 Made entirely from melted-down weapons of 

the Macedonian army that attacked the island 
with a massive amount of troops and was still 
repelled—a great victory for Rhodes

 Only stood about 50 years 
(approx. 280 to 224 BCE); destroyed by 
earthquake

 By the time the statue fell, Rhodes had lost 
earlier prosperity and could not re-erect the 
statue; ruins laid in harbor for hundreds of 
years 
and eventually pieces were sold for scrap metal

 Seems to represent Rhodes victory and 
wealth, 
which fell into ruin
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Activity: Learn the 
Skill of Annotation!

Directions: Analyze the poem
―The New Colossus‖:

 1) Number the lines 1-14
 2) Label the lines to identify rhyme 

scheme (ABAB, etc.)
 3) Break poem into chunks in order to 

answer question: What does this 
poem say about the Statue of Liberty? 
(Four chunks could be lines 1-6a, 6b-
8, 9-11, and 12-14)

 4) For every chunk, you must identify 
words that are unfamiliar. Underline 
these words with a straight line. Look 
up these words in the dictionary and 
write a synonym or definition above 
the word. (EX: brazen means “of 
bronze”)

 5) Also identify words that are 
familiar, but might have a synonym.  
Underline these
words with a squiggly line and write a 
synonym or definition above the
word. (EX: imprisoned means 
―contained, trapped‖)

 6) To the right side of each chunk, 
write brief notes restating the main 
idea of the section.

 7) Answer this concluding question in 
complete sentences: What does this 
poem say about the Statue of Liberty?

 Does your 
poetry 
annotation 
look like 
this?



7/9/2009

18

The Island of Hope?
 Ellis Island –the main 

immigration gateway or port 
of entry to the U.S.--in New 
York Harbor was known as 
the “Island of Hope” because 
people immigrated through 
here, hoping to start a new 
life.

 From 1892 until 1932 over 
12 million people passed 
through here.

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/pnp/cph/3a30000/3a38000/3a38100/3a38144r.jpg

Are you prepared to lose your 
U.S. citizenship?

 Introduction/Objectives: Today, you will be taking an actual 
100-question U.S. citizenship exam which immigrants need to 
complete and pass in order to become U.S. citizens.  Can you 
pass this exam with a 70%?  You will need to accept one of the 
following fates:

 If you fail, I will revoke (take away) your U.S. citizenship!  You will 
then be forced to leave the country and immigrate back in through 
Ellis Island!

 If you pass, you will join me, Dr. Evilstein, as an immigration 
official on Ellis Island.  Tomorrow, we will decide which immigrants 
to allow into the U.S.!  Others will be forced to return to their 
homelands!  HA! HA!
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Answer varies.

Answer varies.

Answer varies.
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Journey to Ellis Island and 
America!  Part I

 Introduction: If anyone passed the citizenship test, 
you can join me on Ellis Island as immigration officials.  
Together, we will set quotas and decide who to let into 
the United States!  Everyone else who failed has lost 
their U.S. citizenship!  You must now attempt to 
reenter the U.S. through Ellis Island! Follow these 
steps:

 1) All of you must ―sit‖ at the group of desks marked 
―European homeland.‖ You meet a 90-year old Polish 
guy named Seymor Rechtzit.  Read his story called 
―Relive a Boy’s Journey‖ (in your packet) and answer 
all accompanying questions on a separate sheet of 
paper (see the next slide for further details).

 2) Now, create a passport for yourself, similar to the 
one on p. 30 of your packet.  Draw a and color a 
picture of yourself as an immigrant, write your country 
of origin, and biographical information about yourself, 
including age, race, sex, physical appearance, etc.  
You need a passport to journey to Ellis Island!
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ACTIVITY: Relive a Boy's Journey 
through Ellis Island!

 In another file ―Boy at Ellis 
Island‖—Directions:

 Seymour Rechtzeit was eight years 
old in 1920, when he left his home 
in Poland and journeyed to America. 
Why do you think he came, and 
what happened when he arrived? 
Read on as Seymour, now nearly 90 
years old, tells his story. 

 Answer all 13 reading 
comprehension questions on a 
separate sheet of paper.  When 
finished, submit them to me and 
present your passport to see if you, 
like Seymour Rechtzeit, get stuck 
on Ellis Island with Dr. Evilstein!

Journey to Ellis Island Part II

 3) When finished with your passport, hop on a boat and 
sail to Ellis Island to meet me, Dr. Evilstein!  I will 
interview you, asking you personal questions about 
yourself and reasons for coming to America.  I will also 
conduct a medical survey!  If you fail the interview or 
medical survey, I will send you packing back to your 
homeland in Europe!  You will then need to try to enter 
through Ellis Island again where I will keep on examining 
you until you pass the test!

 4) Once I let you enter the U.S., you must write a 200-
word letter to your relatives back in Europe, describing 
your experiences an immigrants coming to the U.S. Your 
letter must have the following structure below:

 Use the following pictures for inspiration:

Structure:
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 Directions: Use these picture prompts for the letter 
writing activity!
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Mulberry Street – “Little Italy”

Hester Street – Jewish 

Section
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1900

Rosh

Hashanah

Greeting

Card

Lower East Side Immigrant Family
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A Struggling Immigrant Family

Another Struggling Immigrant 

Family
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Hellooooo…Quiz! Part I

 1) List three groups of immigrants during 
the first wave to the U.S.

 2) List three groups of immigrants during 
the second wave to the U.S.

 3) List three push factors of immigration

 4) List three pull factors of immigration

 5) In 4 sentences, explain how the Irish 
potato famine was a push factor.

 6) Correctly spell Mr. C’s last name!

 7) Name one of the islands that 
immigrants had to go to before being 
allowed into the U.S.

 8) Name an early religious group of 
settlers to North America.

Hellooooo…….Quiz Part II

 1) What year was the statue of Liberty erected?

 2)  Given to us by whom?

 3)  The Statue of Liberty imitates which Greek 
statue?
4) Who wrote the poem ―The New Colossus?‖

 5) Ellis island is located in which harbor?

 6) How many people passed through Ellis Island 
between 1892 and 1932?

 7) Why is Ellis Island also known as the ―Island 
of Hope?‖

 8) What purpose does Ellis Island serve now?

 9) Most immigrants who came to Ellis Island 
were originally from which continent?
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DO NOW!

 Do you think U.S. 
immigration policy 
should reflect the 
following quote 
inscribed on the 
base of the Statue of 
Liberty: "Give me 
your tired, your 
poor, your huddled 
masses yearning to 
breathe free."?

Which image of the 

Statue of Liberty do 

you support below?

Legitimate versus 
imposters

 Conflicts between old 
and new immigrant 
groups became 
common.  

 Earlier groups 
considered themselves 
to be legitimate U.S. 
citizens.

 Established groups 
viewed new 
immigrants as 
imposters or 
trespassers.
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What is this?  What is surprising or 
unusual about it?

 ―I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely 
renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign 
prince, potentate, state, or soveignty, of whom or which I have 
heretofore been a subject or citizen; that I will support and 
defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of 
America against all enemies, foreign and domestic, that I will 
bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I will bear arms 
on behalf of the United States when required by law; that I will 
perform noncombatant service in the Armed Forces of the 
United States when required by law; that I will perform work of 
national importance under civilian direction when required by 
the law; and that I take this obligation freely without any 
mental reservation or purpose of evasion; so hlp me God. In 
acknowledgement whereof I have hereunto fixed my signature.‖

 Nativists were earlier 
immigrants of the United 
States who considered 
themselves to be true 
Americans. 
 They formed Antiforeign

groups 

 Believed new immigrants 
threatened democratic 
values.  

 Feared that the 
immigrants, most of 
whom were Catholics, 
owed allegiance to the 
Pope, rather than any 
other authority.

Nativist Movement: 
1830 – 1840’s

http://www.animationfactory.com/animations/dividers/misc/6b44d/
http://www.animationfactory.com/animations/dividers/misc/6b44d/
http://www.animationfactory.com/animations/dividers/misc/6b44d/
http://www.animationfactory.com/animations/dividers/misc/6b44d/
http://www.animationfactory.com/animations/dividers/misc/6b44d/
http://www.animationfactory.com/animations/dividers/misc/6b44d/
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Early U.S. Immigration Policies

 Naturalization Act of 1790 --
Stated that "any alien, being a 
free white person, may be 
admitted to become a citizen of 
the United States‖

 From 1860 to 1890, population 
doubled (30 million to 60) 
million.  

 1875--Supreme Court declared 
that regulation of US immigration 
is the responsibility of the Federal 
Government.

 Between 1880 and 1890, more 
than 5.2 million immigrants 
entered the country.

 1882--the Chinese Exclusion Act
suspended immigration from 
China for 60 years.  

Legislation on Chinese immigration

 During the early 20th Century, the 
Chinese were prevented from 
becoming American citizens and were 
often discriminated against.

 1943--the United States Congress 
passed the Chinese Exclusion Repeal 
Act, which allowed Chinese to enter 
the United States legally again. 

What is the meaning

of this political cartoon?
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Pell St. - Chinatown, NYC

Use of Quotas

 Immigration laws in the 
1800s and 1900s, were 
based on quotas --only a 
certain number of 
individuals with a given 
background or heritage 
could move to the United 
States. 

 1929 -- the National Origins 
Act established an annual 
quota of 150,000 
immigrants. Only 30 
percent immigrants could 
come from southern and 
eastern Europe.
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Some Are More 
Welcome

Than Others
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Top 10 Countries of Previous Residence 

(1820-1996)

 Germany 

 Mexico 

 Italy

 United Kingdom 

 Ireland 

 Canada 

 Soviet Union (former) 

 Austria

 Hungary

 Philippines
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Graphing America’s Ancestry Groups!
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 Naturalized citizens -have same rights as U.S.-born citizens 
except the right to be elected president.  

 Illegal immigrants (Aliens)-not citizens/nationals of the U.S.  
Includes long-term permanent residents.

 Nonimmigrant-come to the U.S. for specific purpose (study, 
training, work) and temporary period of time.  They are 
expected to leave when they complete their authorized 
activity.

 Refugee-person outside country of nationality and is 
unable/unwilling to return to that country because of persecution 
due to race, religion, nationality, political opinion.  

 Asylee-person grant political asylum in the U.S., but not yet a 
permanent resident. 

 Temporary protected status-native of country suffering from armed 
conflict, civil war/natural disaster.

 Undocumented alien-illegal alien who entered U.S. without 
documentation or overstayed authorized period of admission.  
Subject to removal.

Immigration Status in the United States--Terms
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Post 9/11/2001 Legislation
 USA Patriot Act 2001 -- Uniting and 

strengthening America by providing 
appropriate tools required to intercept and 
obstruct terrorism. This act created the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS).

 2003–Under the DHS, the U.S. Citizenship 
and US immigration Services (USCIS)
handles US immigration services and 
benefits, including citizenship, applications 
for permanent residence, non-immigrant 
applications, asylum, and refugee 
services.
 The Bureau of US immigration and 

Customs Enforcement (BICE) handles 
US immigration enforcement functions 

 Often, lawmakers call upon the 
Department of Homeland Security to 
defend our borders from illegal 
immigration, especially at the U.S.-
Mexican border.
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 I. Family-Sponsored 
Immigrants. 
Annually, up to 
480,000 visas in four 
preference 
categories: 

 1) unmarried sons 
and daughters of U.S. 
citizens 

 2) spouses and 
unmarried children of 
lawful permanent 
residents 

Summary of Current U.S. Immigration Law

II. Employment-Based Immigrants. 
Annually, up to 140,000 visas are 
granted in five preference 
categories, including: 
 1) "Priority workers" including professors 

and researchers; executives and managers 
of multinational corporations; etc. 

 2) Professionals with advanced degrees 

 3) Skilled workers, other professionals, and 
"other workers" 

 4) "Special immigrants," such as ministers 
of religion, foreign medical graduates, etc. 

 5) Investors 

Immigration Law
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III. Diversity Immigrants. 
Annually, up to 55,000 visas are 
granted to promote immigration 
from those countries that are 
not currently the principal 
sources of immigration to the 
United States. Visas are 
distributed in six geographic 
regions: 
 1) Africa 

 2) Asia 

 3) Europe 

 4)North America 

 5) South America, Central America, 

Immigration Law

 Overview: As more and more people of different races and cultures 
enter the United States and the ethnic composition of the country 
changes, immigration becomes a more intensely debated issue. 
 1) Some Americans favor tighter immigration restrictions and argue that 

immigrants take jobs away from U.S. citizens, drain social services, and 
resist learning English. 

 2) Others, however, point to America's historic commitment to immigration 
and believe that immigrants keep the nation strong, economically 
competitive, and culturally rich. 

 The question of whether America's doors should be open or closed will 
continue to be intensely debated in the courts, in Congress, and in 
communities where immigrants settle.

 In the following activity we will hold a mock congressional meeting in 
order to debate on an immigration bill, which your group will create.  You 
will present and defend you bill to the class, trying to gain signatures in 
support of your bill. As in the real U.S. Senate, you will need to gain a 
2/3 majority vote to pass your bill into law! As the acting President of the 
United States, I will need to be convinced to sign the bill into law!  
Remember, I have the power of veto—the ability to reject your bill by 
not signing it!

Introductory Discussion on Immigration Law:
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Write your responses down!.

Circle one of the statements below, indicating the position that your bill will 
defend!

Preparation for Legislative Session: U.S. Immigration Policy Debates

Then, your group will write a bill, making proposals to enforce that position!

YOUR BILL SHOULD ADDRESS THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS. (You 
should be prepared to answer these questions when presenting and 
defending your bill!):

 1) How do leaders of the American government (ex. The President, 
Congress, etc.) currently feel about the immigration issue?

 2) Do you think that the United States should use quotas to limit the 
number of immigrants allowed to enter the country? Defend your 
answer. 

 3) Do you think that illegal immigration is hurting the U.S. economy, 
since employers view immigrants as a cheaper source of labor? In other 
words, do you think that legal immigrants harm the economy by taking 
jobs away from American citizens? Or, do you think that highly skilled 
legal immigrants are beneficial to the U.S. economy? Defend your 
answer. 

 4) Do you think that illegal immigrants have a right to education and 
medical services? Defend your answer. 

 5) Do you think that English should be the official language of the 
United States? Do you think all government business should be 
conducted in English? Defend your answer.

 6) How do you feel about security along the U.S. borders?  Should it be 
increased?  For example, some legislatures are currently proposing that 
the U.S. build a high, thick wall along the Mexican border and hire more 
border security agents to patrol the area. 

 7) Who might be the bill’s opponents? Supporters? 
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How to write your Bill!
 Once your group has brainstormed several ideas to 

place in your bill, you are ready to start writing! There 
are certain rules to follow when writing the bill:

 1) Use formal language!  Make the bill sound official!

 2) Never use the word ―should.‖ Use ―will‖ or ―require.‖

 3) Make sure to address all concerns raised in the questions on 
the previous page.  You will need to defend your bill against 
others who do not agree with your positions.

 4) Number the different points, or proposals, in your bill.  You 
will need at least 7-8 points to address all required concerns.

 5) Be culturally sensitive.  Avoid racial stereotypes or offensive 
remarks. I will take the appropriate actions if this occurs!

Steps:
1) Each group will present

their bill and respond to

questions/comments

2) Ideas presented in bills

will be discussed and debated

3) Each group needs to get

2/3 of class (about 10 

signatures) to pass the bill.

4) If your bill looks good, I

will sign it into law.  

Otherwise, I will veto it by

refusing to sign it!
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1. What are the advantages of the diversity (gender, age, ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, occupation, religion or denomination, political affiliation) in 
the United States? 

2. What are some of the serious problems that arise from this country 
being a multicultural society?

3. How important is it for the schools to Americanize immigrant children?

4. What are some of the problems that can occur when the schools take 
on this task?

5. Should quotas be set on the number of people allowed to immigrate to 
the United States? If yes, how should the quotas be determined?

6. Is bilingual education something that should  be supported by the 
schools and the culture in general? 

7. Are there other ways in which our school could promote understanding 
and tolerance in relation to our immigrant population?

Reflection questions:


