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Overview:  Influenced by the Scientific Revolution, European philosophers began to propose that people could free themselves from superstition and ignorance by using reason.  Enlightenment thinkers sought to discover natural laws that caused human behavior, just as Newton and Copernicus had discovered laws that governed physical bodies.  Those people, “enlightened” by reason, could perfect themselves and society.

Ideas discussed during the Enlightenment inspired many revolutions, including a bloody one against the French monarchy in 1789, and became the basis for today’s democratic governments.

I. What historical events inspired the Enlightenment?

b. 

II. What were the main arguments of the Enlightenment thinkers?

b.

c.

III. Using your textbook (page 681-686), powerpoint slides, or notes, complete this graphic organizer:

	Name of Philosopher:

Pgs 678-686
	From:
	Wrote:
	Summary of his ideas:
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	Thomas Hobbes 


	
	
	

	John Locke


	
	
	

	Montesquieu


	
	
	

	Voltaire


	
	
	

	Diderot


	
	
	

	Jean Jacques Rousseau
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