Study sheet on the Enlightenment [image: image1.wmf]
1. The thinkers of the Enlightenment believed that people could understand the laws that governed the universe.  

2. In pre-Revolutionary France, the clergy, the nobility and the middle class commoners comprised separate estates. 

3. The people of France were inspired by a revolution in the United States. 

4. The Kings of France lived in a palace in Versailles. 

5. Louis XVI was the King of France in 1789. His wife was Marie Antoinette. 

6. When the people of France had no bread, it was said that Marie Antoinette said, "Let them eat cake," but in fact, she never said it. 

7. The French Revolution began in 1789 with the storming of the Bastille. 

8. The Bastille was a prison where the King's army stored weapons. 

9. Louis XVI remained king after the storming of the Bastille, but the nation was actually run by the National Assembly. 

10. Louis XVI and his family were executed in 1793 for a "multitude of crimes." 

11. The era immediately following the execution of King Louis XVI and his family was known as 'the Reign of Terror." 

12. The French revolutionaries renamed the days, the months and the year. 

13. Napoleon was born on the island of Corsica. 

14. Napoleon supported the French Revolution. 

15. In 1804, Napoleon crowned himself Emperor of France. 

16. Most of Napoleon's army died of cold and hunger as he attempted to conquer Russia. 

17. Forces from England and pother nations defeated Napoleon in 1815 at the Battle of Waterloo. 

18. When Napoleon was defeated, he was exiled. 

19. To be exiled means to be sent away from your country or home. 

The Enlightenment 

The Enlightenment was a movement of thinkers who believed that science could explain everything in nature. Until then, most people believed that god controlled the universe in a "metaphysical" manner.  Metaphysical means "beyond physical," and suggests that it is impossible for humans to comprehend things that happen in our environment. 

The thinkers of the Enlightenment encouraged people to use science to explore nature and to question what they had always accepted without questioning. The Enlightenment encouraged people to participate in government and to rethink old ideas like feudalism and primogeniture. The American Revolution was seen by many as a huge achievement for the Enlightenment. Two hundred years ago, our Constitution provided for a government where nobody was above the law. People had freedoms of speech and religion, and the press would be allowed to print any true statement. 

The Enlightenment also had a negative aspect. Many of the thinkers were atheists, who did not believe in god. They often attacked religion and the faithful.  Many were also bloodthirsty in attempting to reach their goals. The French Revolution and the "Reign of Terror" were two episodes of history that ended the period known as the Enlightenment. 

The French Revolution 

Louis XVI was King of France in 1789. Louis was a kind man, but he was raised to be a king and had little knowledge of common people. There was a story in France that when Louis' wife, Marie Antoinette, heard that the people had no bread, she said, "Let them eat cake." Marie Antoinette never said that, but it shows how little she knew (and some say cared) about life for the common people of France. 

 Louis needed help in 1789. The nation had endured a long, hard winter and most of the crops were lost. the treasury was bankrupt after supporting America in their revolution. Louis had to raise money. He could not tax the peasants, because they had no money, so he had to tax the aristocrats and the middle class. Louis knew the people would revolt if he raised taxes on his own, so he asked the states-general to advise him. 

For several hundred years, the states-general was an assembly that represented the "estates," or classes in France. The states-general advised the king on difficult decision, but no French king has called the states general in 179 years. The states-general voted as a class. The first class was the clergy and the second was the nobility. A third class was made up of the "middle class," a group shopkeepers and craftsmen who were neither rich nor poor. Usually, the clergy and the nobility voted to support whatever the king wanted, so the vote of the middle class did not matter.  The middle class argued that voting should be "by head" rather than by class, because they had more representatives than the first two estates combined. Louis agreed, and the "National Assembly" met. 

The people revolt and storm the Bastille 

King Louis has supported the middle class, but people began to think he had changed his mind and would dissolve (or end) the National Assembly. Louis' army seemed to be placed in ways that would stop the middle class. On July 14, 1789, the middle class attacked the Bastille. The Bastille was a prison where weapons were stored. The middle class now had the power to rule France and the French Revolution had begun. 

Louis remained King, but had little authority. The National Assembly now controlled France. Louis was moved from his palace in Versailles to Paris, where he would be safer from attack. The National Assembly made many changes. 

· Torture and arbitrary imprisonment were abolished. 

· Property owned by the church was seized. 

· The highest ranks of the military were now open to people of every class. 

· The people elected judges for short periods of time. Now, the common people of France controlled justice. 

The other ruling families of Europe were very unhappy with what was happening in France. What would happen if their people revolted? Monarchs in Austria and Prussia (now a part of Germany) sent soldiers to support Louis. Louis tried to escape France, but he was captured and returned to Paris. In January 1792, Louis XVI and his wife, Marie Antoinette were beheaded for a "multitude of crimes." 

The Reign of Terror 

The Revolution had gone further than the people expected it to. Several men contended for power. Those that lost power struggles were usually beheaded. This period became known as the "Reign of Terror," as the French attempted to remake almost every part of life. The days of the week were renamed and the Christian calendar was replaced by a new calendar. Churches were closed and the clergy were persecuted, or treated cruelly. 

The Reign of Terror ended when the French government was taken over by a popular general who became the most powerful leader in European history since Charlemagne. 

Napoleon Bonaparte 

Napoleon is considered by many to be the most brilliant military figure in history. While he led France, it is an accident of history that Napoleon became a Frenchman. Napoleon was born on Corsica, an island that had been controlled first by the Italian city-state of Genoa and later by France. Napoleon's father was a leader in the Corsican resistance first to Genoa, then to France. Three months before Napoleon's birth, the Corsican resistance lost and the island became a part of France. Most resistance leaders fled to England, but Napoleon's father remained in Corsica and became a French citizen. 

Napoleon was educated in France and entered the military. He taunted by the other soldiers because of his size --he was short -- and because of his Corsican accent. Nonetheless, Napoleon completed his military training very quickly and instant became an important military leader. 

Napoleon supported the French Revolution but was briefly jailed during the Reign of Terror. France had been at war with Austria because many of the European nations feared the French Revolution would spread to their nations. Napoleon defeated Austria in 1797 and made northern Italy a French possession. 

A Hero 

Napoleon became a hero in France as his army swept through Europe. In 1799, he became the "First Consul" of France. The French government had been in disarray since the beginning of the Revolution, but under Napoleon, order and regularity were returned to all parts of the government. Napoleon restored relations with the Roman Catholic Church, balanced the French budget and developed a fair tax structure. 

Napoleon was considered a huge success as a leader of France and as a military leader. In 1802, the French named Napoleon "Consul for Life," and in 1804, Napoleon crowned himself Emperor of France. 

Napoleon conquered most of continental Europe, but could not win England.  The superior British navy had defeated France in almost every battle. France retained the greatest army in Europe, but England had the greatest Navy. As Napoleon conquered European other nations, he put his relatives in control.  Napoleon name himself king of Italy while his brothers became kings in Spain, Holland and Westphalia (now part of Germany). 

Russia, Elba, Waterloo and St. Helena 

Napoleon launched an invasion of Russia in 1812. Russia did not have a strong army, so they retreated. When Napoleon reached the Russian capital of Moscow, the city was empty. What seemed like a victory wasn't because Napoleon's army was not prepared for the cold Russian winter. Freezing, hungry and more than a thousand miles from home, the allied nations of Europe defeated Napoleon in 1813.  King Louis XVIII was named King of France.  There was no Louis XVII because he had been beheaded with his parents. 

Napoleon had been exiled to Elba, an island in the Mediterranean, where was given sovereign power. In 1815, Napoleon returned to France. The people greeted him as a returning hero. Louis XVIII fled and Napoleon marched his army into Paris. The European nations again joined together to defeat Napoleon. The end of his "Hundred Day Return" ended in June 1815 in the Battle of Waterloo. This time, Napoleon was exiled to the tiny island of St. Helena, far off the coast of Africa. Napoleon lived another six years. 

� EMBED CorelDraw.Graphic.7  ���








[image: image2.wmf]_964641427.unknown

