


Settling the Nile

Waibldea) The Egyptiaa cvilization begas in the
fartile Nile River valley, whare natural barriers dis-
cowraged imasions.

Reading Foces Did you know that the Nile River is
longer than the Amazon, the Mississippi, and every
other river in the world] Read on 1o find out when
ancient peoples first moved to its fertile banks.

Betwoen 000 B.C. and 5000 BC, hunters
and food gatherers moved into the green
Nile River valley from less fertile arcas of
Africa and southwest Asla. They settled
down, farmed the land, and created several
dozen villages along the riverbanks. These

people bacame the carliest Egyptians.

A Mighty River Although Egypt (E2+ jhpt)
was warm and sunny, the land received little
rainfall. For water, the Egyptians had to rly
on the Nile River (N1). They drank from it,
bathed in 1t, and used It for farming, cook-
ing, and cleaning. The river provided fish
and supported plants and animals. To the
Egyptians, then, the Nile was a precious gift.
They praised 1t In a song: “Hall O Nile, who
comes from the carth, who comes 1o give fe
to the people of Egypt.”

Even today, the Nile inspires awe. It Is
the world's longest river, flowing north from
the heart of Africa to the Mediterrancan Sea.
This Is a distance of some 4,000 miles (6,437
km). Traveling the length of the Nile would
be like going from Atlanta, Ceorgla, to San
Francisco, Caltfornia, and then back again.

The Nile bagins as two separate

form wild rapids called cataracts (KA+tche
rarrs). Bocause of the cataracts, large ships
can use the Nile only for its last 650 miles
(1,046 km), where it flows through Egypt.

ASheltered Land 1n Egypt, the Nile runs
through a narrow, green valley. Look at the
map below. You can see that the Nile locks
like the long stem of a flower. Shortly bafore
the Nile rmaches the Madierrancan Sea, it
divides into different branches that look
like the flowers blossom. These branches

fan out over an arm of fertile soll called a
delta (DEHL+ tuh).

rivers. One river, the Blue Nile, has its
source In the mountains of castern
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Africa. The other, the White Nile, a?wwmm' n.::;a
starts in marshes In central Africa. 1. What physical features border the Nile River
The two rivers meet and form the 10 the east and west?

Nile just south of Egypt. Thes, nar-

2. About how tar is it from the St cataract
row cliffs and boulders In the Nike

to the
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Land, yet most
sarrounding theN e Valley holp protoct Egypt ?

On both sides of the Nik Valley and its
delta, deserts unfold as far as the eye can
=e. To the west Is a vast desert that forms
part of the Sahara (suh* HAR * uh), the largest
dasert in the workl. To the cast, stretching to
the Rod Sea, 1s the Eastern Desert. In some
places, the change from green land to bar-
ren sand Is so abrupt that a person can
stand with one foot In each.

The anclent Egyptians called the deserts
“the Red Land™ because of thelr burning
heat. Although these vast expanses could
not support farming or human life, they
did serve a useful purpose: they kapt out-
skle armics away from Egypt’s territory.

Other geographic features also pro-
wcted the Egyptians. To the far south, the
Nile’s dangerous cataracts blocked enemy
boats from reaching Egypt. In the north, the
delta marshes offered no harbors for
Invaders approaching from the sca In this
mgard, the Egyptians were luckier than the
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people of Mesopotamia. In that reglon, fow
natural barriers protected the cities. The
Mesopotamians constantly had to fight off
attackers, but Egypt rarely faced throats. As
a result, Egyptian dvilization was able to
grow and prosper.

Despite their isolation, the Egyptians
ware not completely dosed to the outside
world. The Mediterrancan Sea bordered
Egypt to the north, and the Red Sea lay
beyond the desert to the cast. These bodies
of water gave the Egyptians a way to trade
with people outside Egypt.

Within Egypt, people used the Nile for
trade and transportation. Winds from the
north pushed salboats south. The flow of
the Nile carried them north. Egyptian vil-
lages thus had froquent, friendly contact
with ane another, unlike the hostile relations

betwoan the Mmoponmn'n city-staios,




The River People

Wi ldea, The Egyptians depended on the Nic's
floods to grow their arops.

Reading Foces When you hear abost Soods, do you
picture terrible damage and loss of lifed Read on to
learn why the Eqyptions wekomed, rather than feared,
the flooding of the Nile

In Chapter 1, you karmad that the peo-
ple of Mesopotamia had to tame the floods
of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers In order
to farm. They learned to do so, but the
unpredictable rivers loomad as a constant
throat.

mm Like the Mesopotamians,
the Egyptians also had to cope with rver
floods. However, the Nile floods were
much more dependable and gentle than
those of the Tigris and the Euphrates. As a
result, the Egyptians were able to farm and
hive securely. They did not warry that sud-
dan, heavy overflows would destroy thair
homes and crops, or that too little flooding
would lkeave their ficlds parched.

Every spring, heavy rains from central
Africa and melting snows from the high-
lands of aast Africa added to the waters of
the Nile as it flowed north. From July to
October, the Nile spilled over its banks.
When the waters went down, they left
behind a layer of dark, ferttle mud.
Because of these deposits, the Egyptians
called their land Kemet (KEH*meht), “the
Black Land.”

How Did the Egyptians Use the Nile? The
Egyptians took advantage of the Niles
floods to become successful farmers. Thay
planted wheat, barley, and flax soeds In the
wet, rich soll. Over time, they grew more
than enough food o feed themselves and
the animals they ratsad.

One reason for thelr success was the
wise use of Irrigation. Egyptian farmers
first dug basins, or bowl-shaped hales, In
the carth to trap the floodwaters. The farm-
ers then dug canals to carry water from the
basins to fields beyond the river’s reach.
The Egyptians also bullt dikes, or carthen
banks, to strengthen the basin walls.

In ttme, Egyptian farmers developed
other technology 1o help them In their work.
For example, they used a shadoof (shuhe
DOOF), a bucket attached to a long pole, to
hift water from the Nile to the basirs. Many
Egyptian farmers still use this device today.

Hymn to
the Hile

This passage &s pan of a hymn wrisen asound
zmmllb::l:muwmtunh
River was o the poople of anclom Egypt.
“¥ou Cwate the grain, you bring forth the barley,
assuring parpatuity [surival] to the temples it
you Caase your toil and your work, then all that )
axists i in anguish”

~—msthor enknown, “Hymn 1o the Nik®

A A shedoot

How does this hymn show that the ancient
Egyptians thought of the Nile as a god?

i
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Early Egyptiars also developad geome-
try to survey, or measure, land. When
floods washed away boundary markers
dividing one field from the next, the
Egyptians survayad the ficlds again to see
where one began and the other ended.

Egyptiars used papyrus (puh+PY*ruhs), a
med plant that grew along the Nilke, to make
baskets, sandals, and river rafts. Later, thoy
used papyrus for papermaking. They did
this by cutting strips froen the stalks of the
plant. Then they scaked them In water,
pounded them flat, dried them, and then
joinad them together to make paper.

What Were Hieroglyphics? The Egyptians
used thair papyrus rolls as writing paper.
Like the people of Mesopotamia, the
Egyptians their own system of
writing. Originally, it was made up of thou-
sands of picture symbols. Some symbols

Focus on Everyday Life
From Farming to Food Harvesting wheat and
tuming it into bread was vital to the andent

Egyptians. Some pecple were full-time farmers,

The process began as A
men cut the wheat with
wooden sickles and women gathered it into bundles.
Animals trampled the wheat to separate the kemels from
the husks. The grain was then thrown into the air so the
wind would carry away the lightweight seed coverings.
Finally, the grain was stored in silos for later use.

stood for objects and ideas. To communicate
the idea of a boat, for example, a scribe
would draw a boat. Later, Egyptians created
symbols that stood for sounds, just as the
letters of our alphabet do. Combining both ¢
piture symbols and sound symbols created
a complex writing system that was later
called hieroglyphics (v nch* GUH* fibks).

In ancient Egypt, few people could read
and write. Some Egyptian men, however,
went to special schools located at Egyptian
wemples to study reading and writing and
leam to become scribes. Scribes kept
records and workad for the rulers, priesss,
and traders. Scribes also painstakingly
carved hieroglyphics anto stone walls and
monuments. For everyday purposes,
scribes invented a simpler script and wrote
or painted on papyrus.
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i A United Eqgypt

MiBles) Arcund 3300 8., Egypt’s two major
mw&ndlulﬁm—‘c-
{ bined into one.

Reading Focus What types of services does your
local government providel Read om to find ost Sbow
the government in ancient Egypt.

In Egypt, as in Mesopotamia, skillful
farming led to surpluses—extra amounts—
of food. This froed some people to work as
artisans Instead of farmers. Thay wove
cloth, made pottery, carved statues, or
shaped copper into woapaons and tools.

As mome goods became avallable,
Egyptians traded with each other. Before
long, Egyptian traders were carrylng goods
beyond Egypt’s borders to Mesopotamia.
There they may have pickad up ideas about
writing and government.

wore down their tooth enamel

e g

thewealthy?

Turning grain into bread was a long process. Women
ground the grain into flour, then men pounded it until
it became very fine. For the wealthy, seeds, honey, fruit,
nuts, and herbs were added to the dough for flaver.
Unfortunately, it was almost impossible to keep small
stones and sand cut of the flour.As a result, many
Egyptians developed tooth decay as these partides

-nllu-‘pqhm
2 Why do mm-ﬁ.mumuﬁ-m

The Rise of Government The advances in
farming, crafts, and trade croated a need for
government In Egypt. Irrigation systems
had to be bullt and maintained, and surplus
grain had to be stored and passed out In
times of need. In addition, disputes over
land ownership had to be settled. Cradually,
government emerged 1o plan and to dimct
such activitics.

The carliest rulers were village chiefs.
Over time, a foew strong chiefs united
groups of villages Into small kingdoems. The
strongest of these kingdoms eventually
overpowerad the weaker ones. By 4000 5.C,,

Egypt was made up of two large kingdoms.
In the Nike delt2 was Lower Egypt To the

south, upriver, by Upper Egypt

Egypt's Rufing Families About 3100:c, the
two kingdoms bocame one. Credit for this
goes to Narmer (NAR+mulr), also known



Comparing Mesopotamia to Egypt

Mesopotamia

Egypt

Natural Defenses Fat mud plains; fow Marry defenses: Nile deita,
natural defenses Sahara, Eastern Desert,
and cataracts
Rivars Tigrs and Eupbrates Rivers Nie River
Floods Unpredictable, and a constant Dependable and regutar;
threat to the pecple not feared
Econceny Farming and trade Farming and trade
Government -state led and led by chiefs, then united
Cry by kings and priests; V‘hel! by - unite
umdmdnhdbyplwm
Work of Artisans Metal products, pottery, doth Metal products, pottery, doth
Advances + Cunefiorm writing + Hieroglyphic writing
» Number systemn based on 60 calendar
+ 12-month calendar » Number system based on 10,
+Wagon whee!, plow, sallboat
w » Medidne and first medical books
mmum
i gy b Narmar’s united kingdom held together
1. Which civilization had greater matural long after his daath. Members of his family

defenses? Bxplain
2 Compare Use the chart to compare the
governments of the two dvilizations.

as Menes (MEE+neez). As king of Upper
Egypt, he led his armics north and took con-
trol of Lower Egypt.

Narmer ruled from Memphis, a city he
bullt on the border batween the two king-
doms. To symbolize the kingdom's unity,
Narmer wore a double crown: the halmet-
ke white crown represented Upper Egype,
and the open red crown represented Lower
Egypt
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passed the ruling power from father to son
to grandson. Sach a line of rulers from one

family 1s called a dynasty (DY *nuh *stee).
When one dynasty died out, another took
its place.

Owver time, ancient Egypt would be
ruled by 31 dymastics, which together hsted
about 2800 years. Historlans group Egypt’s
dynasties Into three main time periods
called kingdoms. The earliest pertod, the
Oid Kingdom, was followed by the Middle
Kingdom and then the New Kingdom. Each
marked a long period of strong kadership
and stability.

SLIZITEED Define What is a dynasty?




Early Egyptian Life

(Mainldes) Eqyptian sociaty was divided into
socal groups based on wealth and power.
Reading Focus Did yor play with dolls or balls
when you were young? Egyptian children did too.
Keep reading for more details about the Eqyptians’
daily lie.

If you made a diagram of the different
soclal groups In ancient Egypt, you would
find that they make a pyramid shape. Atthe
top was the king and his family. Beneath
that level was a small upper dass of priests,
army commanders, and nobles. Next came
a larger base of skilled midd leclass poople,
such as traders, artisans, and shopkoepers.
At the bottom was the largest group—

Egypt’s Social Qasses Egypt's upper class
was made up of nobles, priests, and other
wealthy Egyptians who worked as the
government officials. They lived in cities and
on large estates along the Nilke River They
had clogant homes made of wood and mad
bricks, with beautiful gardens and pools
filled with fish and water lilies. Wealthy fam-
1hies had servants to walt on them and to per-
form houschold tasks. The maen and women
dressed In white linen clothes and wore
heavy eye makeup and jewelry.

Egypt's middle class Included people
who ran businesses or produced goods
They lived In much smaller homes and
dressed more simply. Artisans formed an

group within the middle class.

Important
They produced linen cloth, jewelry, pottery,




Farmers made up the largest group of
carly Egyptians. Some rented their land from
thatr ruler, paying him with a hefty portion
of thair crops. Most, however, worked the
land of waoalthy nobles. They lived in vil-
Inges along the Nilk, In one-room huts with
roofs made of palm leaves. They had a sim-
ple dict of broad, beer, vegetables, and fruit.

Many of Egypt’s city dwellers were
unskilled workers who did physical labor.
Some unloaded cargp from boats and car-
ried It 1o markets. Others made and stacked
mud bricks for bulldings. Workers lived In
crowded city neighborhoods. They had

small mud-brick homes with hard-packed
dirt floors and a courtyard for the family’s
animals. On the flat rooftops, families
talked, played games, and skept. Women
worked on the rooftops, drying frult, mak-
Ing bread, and weaving cloth.

Section @) Review

What Did You Learn?

Family Life In ancient Egypt, the father
headed the family. Howewver, Egyptian
women had more rights than females In
most other ecarly civilizations. In Egypt,
woeman could own and pass on proparty.
They could buy and sell goods, make wills,
and obtain divorces. Upper-class women
ware in charge of temples and could per-
form religious coremonias.

Few Egyptians sent their children to
school. Mothers taught their daughters to
sew, cook, and run a houschold. Boys
karmed farming or skilled trades from
their fathers. Egyptian children had time
for fun, as well They played with board
games, dolls, spinning tops, and stuffed
lcather balls.

LTSI identify Who made up the
largest group in Egyptian society?

4% CHAPTER2Z  Ancent Egypt

1. What is pepyrus and how dd A.G.ognplysnn;mu
e Egyptians ume it? o dln:m
+ The deserts on either side of the | 2 What rights did women have in Vll'l %0 the growth of
Nile Vi, siong with the Nie ancient Egypt? cw-n:-m
Catiracts and deita marshes, po- | Critical Thinking 5. Describe Destribe the
tucied Egypt from vadees. 3. Cause and Effect Draw a Egyptianwriting ¥
* The became successhul 1o show theee things 6 Analyze What was the signif-
farmers wsing the Nile River's that bed to the growsh of ov- unolmmm
fioods and ITigation. emment in ancient Egypt.
* About 3300 ., Nammer united Predicting Use
i 1N me
Growth of nmmbwlt.
[ e wt i gt e
Ancint like ON an ancert
| I/' Egyptian farm.



toRead,

What's the Connection?
In Section 1, you keamed that
Egyptian dynasties are divided into
the OM Middie
and New Kingdom. I» Section 2,
you will learn about the Egyptians’
Weaders, religion, and way of life in
the O Kingdom.

Focusing on the Mainkesy

. ws ruled by all-powerful
(poge 41

«The belived 0

od end in life after death

for the pharsohs. page43)

« The of the OL2 Kngdom

busitt stone pyramids o5 tombs

for ther pharschs. page 53y

Locating Places l

Egypt's Old
Kingdom

Meeting People
n..n-g (KOO +foa)

Building Your Vocabulary
pharach (FEHR+ch)

deity (EE+uh+tee)
embatming (ihme*BAHM-*ihng)
mummy (MUH*mee)

pyramid (PIHR * uh*Msi0)

Reading Strategy
Organixing Information Use a
raphic organizer like the one below
tnﬁ-uyﬂu:’hnutb::fsh

Egypt's religion.

Zgyptisn beliefs

(—_—




Old Kingdom Rulers
Mitldes) Eqypt was roed by allpowerful
pharachs.

Reading Focss Would you want your student body
president or your sports Seam captain 1o have enfimited
arhority] Think what it would be e 10 have sach 2
leader asyou read about the rulers of ancient Eqypt.

Around 2600 B.C, the period known as
the Old Kingdom began in Egypt. The Old
Kingdoen lasted untt] about 2300 B.C. During
those yoars, Egypt grew and prospered. The
Egyptians bullt cities and expanded trade,
and thatr kings sct up a strong government.

The Egyptian kings, or pharaohs (FEHR+
ohs) as thay were called, ived with thelr fami-
Bes In grand palaces. In fact, the word plersoh
orgirally meant “great howse.” The pharach
was an allpowerful ruler who guided Egypt’s
eveary activity. His woed was law, and it had o
be abeyed without question.

Pharachs appointed many officials to
carry out thelr wishes. These officials saw to
it that Irrigation canals and grain store-
houses wese bullt and repatred. They made

 The Great Sphirx, &

sure that crops were planted as the pharach
directad. They also controlled trade and col-
lected tax payments of grain from farmers.

Why did Egyptians willingly serve the
pharaoh? One rason was that they balieved §
the unity of the kingdom depended on a *
strong kader. Another was that they consid-
ered the pharach to be the son of Re (RAY), the
Egyptian sun god. As a rosult, his subjects
paid him the greatest respect. Whenever he
appearnd In public, people played music on
flutes and cymbals. B along the
road had to bow down and “smell the carth,”
or touch their hoads to the ground.

The Egyptians thought their pharach
was a god on earth who controlled Egypt’s
welfare. He carried out certaln rituals that
ware thought to benefit the kingdom. For
example, he drove a sacred bull around
Memphis, the capital city. The Egyptians
believed this ceremony would keep the sotl
rich and ersure good crops. The pharach
was also the first to cut ripe grain. Egyptians
believed this would bring a good harvest.

Analyze did the
mhoun-:hpm7w

stutue with the head of & man
the of & lon, stands
at did thewar:
was & asodfor Egyptsrulors?




Egypt’s Religion

Wi ldes) The Egyptians befieved in many gods
and goddesses aad in Fe after death for the
pharachs.

Reading Focss Mave you seen memmies in horror
moviesd Maybe yoube even wrapped yourself in strips
of choth to be 2 memary for 3 costume party. Keep read-
ing % find cut how $he ancient Eqyptiars made mum
mies, and why.

Religion was decply woven Into
Egyptian culture. Like the people of
Mesopotamia, the anclent Egyptians wor-
dupdmy‘ﬂ-(mivdl-w.agods

. The Egyptians believed
dmedelnucamolhdhﬁm-dmtuu
and human activities.

The main Egyptian god was the sun god
Re. This was probably because of Egypt’s
hot, sunny climate and the importance of
the sun for good harvests. Another major
god was Hapl (HAH+pee), who ruled the
Nile River. The most important goddess was
Isis (EVE+suhs). She represented the loyal
wife and mother, and she ruled over the
dand with her husband Osiris (oheSY+rubs)

Life After Death Unlike the Mesapota-
mians, who Imaginad a gloomy life after
daath, the Egyptians took a hopeful view.
They believed that life in the next world
would be even better than life on Earth.
Following a long journey, the dead would
mach a place of peace and plenty.

One of the most Important manuscripes
written In anclent Egypt was the Book of the
Desd. This was a collection of spells and
prayers that Egyptians studied to obtain hfe
after death. They belleved that the god Osins
would meet newcomens at the entrance to the
next world. If they had Jod good bives and
knew the magic spells, Osirls would grant
them Iife after death.

A om‘ﬁ--umq
wldh.ﬂbdﬂ
it o hezsnd A, the g o

o thopsasbodyt T

the pharech’s

For centuries, Egyptians believed that
anly the pharachs and an clite few could

enjay the afterlife. They also believed that
the pharach’s spirit noaded a body to make
the journay to the afteriife. If the pharach’s
body decayed after daath, his spirit would
be forced to wander forever. It was vital
that a pharach’s spirit reach the next world.
Ther, the pharach would continue to care
for Egypt.

To protect the pharach’s body, the
Egyptians developad a process called
embalming (ihm+B8AHM*fng). First, pricsss
removed the body’s argans. A special salt,
natron, was then appliad to the body, and 1t
was stored for 2 number of days to dry. After
this, the body was filled with spices and per-
fumes, then stitched closed. Next, It was
ckaned with olls and tightly wrapped with

CHAPTERZ  Ancint Egypt ©



long strips of linen. The wrapped body was

known as 2 mummy (MUH*mee). It was put
in several wooden coffins, one fitting Inside

the other. The pharach was then ready for
burial in a tomb.

Egyptian Medidne in the coume of
embalming the daad, the Egyptians kamad
mauch about the human body. Egyptian doc-
tors used herbs and drugs to tmat many dif-
feront Minesses. They grew skilled at sowing
up cuts and setting broken bones.

Some doctors focused on treating par-
ticular parts of the body, becoming the
first speclalists In medkine. Egyptians
also wrote the world’s first medical books
on scrolls of papyrus.

Who were some

mp«um

The Pyramids

Mainldea | The Egyptians of the Old Kingdom beilt
huge stoae pyramids a5 tombs for their pharachs.
Reading Foass Do you think the Statve of Liberty or
the White Hoese will still be bese in 4000 years! The
giant pyramids of Eqypt have stood for about that long.
Read 1o find out how and wiy they wess bui.

No ordinary tomb would do for a
pharach of Egypt Instoad, the Egyptians
bullt mountainlike pyramids (PIHR*uh+
mens) entirely of stone. These gigantic struc-
tures, the size of several city blocks, protectad
the bodies of dead pharachs from floods,
wild animals, and grave robbers. The pyra-
mids also held supplies that the pharach
might noad In the spirit world, Induding
clothing, fumitum, jewelry, and food.

Egypt’'s Religion

A In this peinting,

Osirts (seated at right) watches

weigh & dead man's soul
amumr tm:nh
Guad man may enter the underworid. What wasthe
Book of the Dead?



How Was a Pyramid Baillt? 1t took thou-
sands of people and years of backbreaking
labor to bulld 2 pyramid. Most of the work
was done by farmens during the Nile floods,
whan thay could not tend their ficlds. In
addition, surveyors, engineers, carpenters,
and stonecutters lent their skills.

Each pyramid sat on a square base, with
the entrance facing north. To determine
true north, the Egyptians studiad the haav-
ens and developad principles of astron-
omy. With this knowledge, they Inventad a
365-day calendar with 12 months grouped
Into 3 scasons. This calendar became the
basis for our modemn calendac

To determine the amount of stone neaded

for a pyramid, as well as the angles necessary

for the walls, the Egyptians made advances
In mathematics. They invented a systom of
written numbers basad on 10 Thay also cre-
ated fractions, using tham with whole num-
bers to add, subtract, and divide

After the pyramid site was chosen,
workars went wherever they could find
stone—sometimes hundreds of miles away.
Skilled artisans used copper tools to cut the
stone Into huge blocks. Other workars tied
the blocks to wooden sleds and pulled
them to the Nik over a path “ with
logs. Next, they loaded the stones onto
barges that were floated to the bullding
site. There, workers unloaded the blocks
and dragged or pushad them up ramps to
be set in place.

Inside a pyramid

Anclent baried thair kings within
large stone called pyramide.
O Axsun

! e a‘:‘,::‘::‘-‘.‘,:?‘.-

R

Quasn's Burial Cmmber Thin chamber held &
Tiatue of the lng, "ot S Qe Say.
() inerarce

om—uu Sometimes g
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The Great Pyramid About 2540 5., the
Egyptians bullt the largest and grandest of
the pyramids known as the Creat Pyramid.
It 1s located about 10 miles from the mod-
ern city of Catro. This pyramid, built for
King Khufu (k0O+fod), Is one of throe still
standing in Ciza on the west bank of the
Nile. It rises nearly 500 feet (153 m) above
the desert, covers an arca about the size of
nine football ficlds, and contins mos than
2 million stone blocks. Each block weighs an
average of 2.5 tons.

The Croat Pyramid was the tallest struc-
ture In the workd for more than 4,000 years.
It s oqual to the size of a 48-story bullding
and Is the largest of about 80 pyramids
found In Egypt. The Cmat Pyramid Is truly
a marvel because the Egyptians bullt 1t
without using beasts of burden, speclal
tooks, or even the whael.

Explain What was the pur-
pose of pyramids?

What Did You Learn?

1. Howwis stone forapyramid 4 Math/Science Link How did
Sarsported 10 the building site? :mmgm“

zmummm N SChence

S. Compare and Contrast
Critical Thinking How did e Egyptiars’ res-
1 information Dow “Mmbh
ke the one below. the Mesopotamians?
_'.*. hw‘:w anmmwmlqsm
pharachs of
and their duties. You afe an Egyptian
whowants & h.lllb
house your tomb. Write a letter
bhmeh:s‘;l
wxplaining t
mﬂbmhm
mid for you.



The Middle Kingdom

Mainldea, The Middlke Kingdom was a goldes age
of peace, prosperity, and advances in the arts and
architectere.

Reading Focus Mave you heard clder people talk
about enjoying their "goldeny ears™? (ountries can ako
experience sech hapgy, productive times. In the fol-
lowing paragraphs, you'll learn why the Middle
Kingdom was a golden age for Eqype.

About 2300 BC, the pharachs lost con-
trol of Egypt as nobles battled one another
for power. Almost 200 years of confusion
followed. Finally, a new dynasty of
pharachs came to power. They moved their
capital south frosn Memphis to a city called
and stability, ushering In a new pertod
called the Middlke Kingdom.

Tha Middle Kingdom lasted from about
2050 B.C. to 1670 B.C. During this tima,
Egyptians enjoyed a golden age of stability,
prosperity, and achlevement.

The Drive for More Land During the
Middle Kingdom, Egypt took control of
new lands. Soldiers captured Nubta to the
south and attacked what Is now Syria. The
conquered peoples sent tribute (TR
bycet), or forced payments, to the Egyptian
pharach, enriching the kingdoen. Within
Egypt, the phamobs added more waterways
and dams. They Incroased the amount of
land being farmed and built a canal between
tha Nile River and the Red Sca.

The Arts Blossom Durng the Middlke
Kingdom, arts, literature, and architecture
thrived. Painters covesad the walls of toenbs
and temples with colorful scenes of the
datties and daily fe. Sculptors created large
wall carvings and statues of the pharachs,
showing them as ordinary people rather
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A This artwork with from the Midde

Rocture diange durigtie Middis K ngdom?

than godlike figures. Poets wrote love
sangs and tributes to the pharachs.

A new form of architecture was also
created. Instead of bullding pyramids,
pharachs had their tombs cut Into cliffs
wast of the Nike River. This arca became
known as the Valkey of the Kings.

Who Were the Hyksos? The Middlc
Kingdom came to an end In 1670 BC.
Nobles were again plotting to ke power
from the pharaohs. This time, however,
Egypt also faced a serious thmat from out-
side. A people known as the Hyksos (HIHK*
sans), from western Asla, attacked Egypt




The Hyksos were mighty warrions. Thay
crossed the desert in horse-drawn chariots
and used weapons made of bronze and
tron. Egyptians had always fought on foot
with copper and stone weapons. They were
no match for the invaders.

The Hyksos ruled Egypt for about 120
years. Then, around 1550 BC., an Egyptian
prince named Ahmose [AHM+cex) led an
uprising that drove the Hyksos out of

Egypt.
LIS Wentify Who were the
Hylksos?

LinkingPast&

The New Kingdom

Mainldes ) Daring the Naw Kingdom, Egypt acguired
naw territory and reached the height of its power.
Reading Focus Do you know the names of any
women who hold pelitical officel In ancient civiliza-
Soms, women rarely held positions of power. Read to
learn how 2 woman became raler of Eqypt.

Ahmosa’s reign in Egypt began a period
known as the New Kingdom. During this
time, from about 1550 BC. to 1080 &.C, Egypt
mached the height of its ancient glory.

Present
Hieroglyphs and Computer Icons

£¥.11] The ancient Egyptian system of writing was
made up of hundreds of different characters called

hieroghyphs. Each hleroglyphwas a picture that
represented aword. For aample, a lrge cirde
with a smaller cirde drawn In s center
meant “sun.” sorbes carved

A Herogtyphs




A Woman Ruler About 1473 BC., a queen
ramed Hatshepsut (hat + SHEHP » soot) came
to power In Egypt. She rulad first with her
husband and then, after his death, on behalf
of her young nephew. Finally she made
herself pharach. Hatshepsut became one of
the few women to rule Egypt.

Hatshepsut was more Interested In
trade than conquest. During her reign,
Egyptian traders salled along the cast coast
of Africa. They exchanged beads, metal
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tools, and weapons for gold, Ivory, ebony,
and Incense (IHN *ssins), 2 material burned
for its pleasant smell.

Another product Egyptians wanted was
wood. The Nile Valley had fow trees, and the
Egyptians naedad wood for boats and other
Hems. The search for wood took Egyptian
traders to the astern Mediterrancan, where
Lebanon 1s Jocated today. The region had
many troes, and Its people, alled the
FPhoenicians, wemne famous for thelr wooden
fumiture.

Trading brought great woalth to Egypt.
Hatshapsut used some of this waalth to
build monuments. One of her greatest proj-
ects was a huge temple and tomb In the
hmestone diffs of the Valley of the Kings.

the “. When Hatshapsut
died, her nephew, Thutmose III (thoot«
MOH *suh), became pharaoh. Thutmose's
armies expanded Egypt’s borders nocth to
the Euphrates River In Mesopotamia His
troops also moved south and regained
control of Nubla, which had broken froe
from Egypt carlier.

Thutmoses empire grew rich from trade
and tribute. In addition to claiming gold,
copper, ivory, and other valuable goods
from conquered peoples, Egypt

enslaved many prisoners of war.
These unfortunate captives were
put to work rebullding Thebes.
They filled the city with beautiful

palaces, temples, and monuments.
Slavery had not been widesproad In
Egypt before. During the New Kingdom,
howewver, It bocame common. Enslaved peo-
ple did have some rights. Thay could own
land, marry, and eventually be granted
their freadom.
JIEIIEE) Summarize Describe
Egyptian trade during the rule of Hatshepsut.




E=H The Way
The Legacies of Two Pharaohs
Wibldes) Akheaaton tried to change Egypt’s

refigion, while Tutaskhamea is famous for the
treaseres found in his tomb.

Focus on Everyday Life

LW e mane

CGats in Ancient Egypt In ancient Reading Focus I yor ask people to name an
Egypt, cats were loved and even Egyptian pharach, the answer you're ikely 1o get is
worshiped. Egyptians valued the ability *King Tat." Read on to find out more about him and his
of wild cats to protect villages' grain predecessor.

supplies from mice and rats. Over

several hundred years, cats became About 1370 BC., Amenhotep IV faue
tame, and their role developed from muhn * HOH* @) came to the throne. With
valued hunter to adored the help of his wife, Nefertit! (weus » uhre
family pet to goddess. TEET*ee), Amenhotep tried to kad Egypt In

a new direction.

In andent Egyptian

tombs, archaeclogists A Religious Reformer Amcnhotop real-
have found many wall zad that Egypt's priests were galning
paintings, carvings, and power at the expense of the pharachs. In
statues of cats. Often the an atiempt to maintain his own power,
statues were adomed with Amenhotep Introduced a new religion
beautiful jewelry, such as that swept away the old gods and god-
sitver or gold earrings, nose dessos. Instead, only one god, called Aton
rings, and collars. When an (AH+tuha), was to be worshiped. When
Egyptian family's cat Egypt’s priests resisted these changes,
diad, its cwners Amenhotep mmoved many from thelr
haved their positions, seizod their lands, and closed

temples. He then changed his name o
eyshrows to show Ann:::(m-mu-mhn), which mears

“Spirit of Aton.” He bagan ruling Egypt from
a new clity.

Egyptians worshiped To most Egyptians, Akhanaton’s attacks
cats because they on the gods scemed to be an attack on
associated them with the Egypt itself. They mfused to accept Aton as
goddess Bastet. She represented the only god. Meanwhile, Akhenaton
motherhood, grace, and beauty, and became so devoted to his new religion that
often appears in paintings and statues he neglected his duties as pharach. The

as a woman with the head of a cat.

Conmecting to the Past

1. Why did ancient Egyptians first value cats?
2. With what poddess did the ancent
Egy ptians associate cats?

administrators he appointed ware not as
experiencad as the priests they replaced,
and Akheraton took no action whan ene-
mies froen what Is now Turkey, the Hittites,
attackad Egypt. As a result, Egypt lost most
of its lands In western Asla, groatly shrink-

ing the empire.



The Boy King When Akhenaton died, his
son-in-law Inherited the throne. The new
pharach, Tutankhamen (roo*mmceKAH*
muhn), was a boy about 10 yoars old. He
relied on help from palace officials and
priests, who convincad him to restore the
old religion. After ruling for only nine
years, Tutankhamen died unexpectedly. He
may have sufferad a fall or been murderd;
no one Is sure.

What s cortain is that “King Tut," as he s
nicknamed, played only a small roke In
Egypt's history. Why, than, Is he the most
famous of all pharachs? The boy king cap-
tured people’s Imagirations after a British
archacologist, Howard Carter, found his
tomb In AD. 1922

The tomb contained the king's mummy
and Incredible troasures, Including a brilliant
gold mask of the young pharaoh’s face.
Carter’s find was a thrilling discovery,
because most royal tombs In Egypt were
lootad by robbers long ago.

The End of the New Kingdom

Wain ldea, Under Ramsas I, Egypt regained terri-
tory and bult great tempkes, but the empire full by
508

Reading Focus Eqypt remained mighty for thou-
ands of years, bet & finally foll 0 cutsiders. Read to
learn about Eqype's last great pharach and the empiee's
dechne.

During the 1200s B.C., pharachs
worked to make Egypt great again. The
most effective of these pharachs was
Ramses II (RAM +suz). He reigned for a
remarkable 66 years, from 1279 5.C to 1213
E.C. During this time, Egyptian armies
regainad lands In western Asla and rebullt
the empire. Ramses also launched an
ambitious bullding program, constructing
several major new temples.

A Templs of Kamak
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Why Were Temples Bullt? Undor Ramses
Il and other New Kingdoem rulers, scores of
new temples rose throughout Egypt. Many
were bullt by enslaved peoplke captured In
war. The most magnificent was Kamak at
Thebes. Its huge columned hall decorated
with colorful paintings still impresses visl-
tors today.
Unlike modem churches, temples, and
mosques, Egyptian temples did not hold
services. Instoad, most Egyptians
prayad at home They considered the tem-
ples as houses for the gods and goddesses.
Priests and priestesses, however, performed
dally temnple rituals, washing statues of the
dalties and bringing them food.

The temples also served as banks.
Egyptians used them to store valuable

Mems, such as gold jewelry, swoct-smelling
oils, and fincly woven doth.

Egypt's Decline and Fall Aftor Ramses 1,
Egypt’s power bogan to fade. Later pharachs
had trouble kecping neighboring countries
under Egyptian control. Croups from the
aastern Maditerrancan attacked Egypt by sea,
using strong ron weapons. The Egyptians
had similar arms, but they paid dearly for
them because Egypt bckad ron ore.

By 1150 .C, the Egyptians had lost thetr
empire and controllad only the Nile delta.
Beginning In the 900s 5.C, Egypt came
under the rule of one cutside group after
another. The first conquerors were the
Libyans from the west. Then In 7680 5.C, the
people of Kush, a land to the south, seized
power and ruled Egypt for the next 70
years. Finally, In 670 B.C, Egypt was taken
over by the Assyrians.

What groups con-

[ Raading Check ) 210
Quered Egypt starting in the 9005 ac?




