8 CHAPTER 1

What's the Connection?

Iive in towns and
Cities of various sizes and make their

in ditferent warys. Read to find
mqummdby

emviconment and invented many
tools to hep them suvive. goges)

« 1 the Neolthic Age, pecple started
farming, building communities,
g T

Locating Places

Joricho (JEHR »ifexox)

b hooevooq)

60008c. 4000BcC 2000B.C
N PR

Early Humans

mlldlnﬁhmur Vocabula

historian (hih*STOHR*ee*ubn
(mvbol *AHe*lzhefhst)

artifact (AHRtihemxT)

fossk (FAH *suhl)

(m-thm!orAH-uu-jin)
nomad (NOH<*maD)

tochnology (tehk+NAH-luh« jee)
domesticata (duhe MEHS L« carT)

specialixation
(s7esie shishe buh +Z AY » shbn)
Reading S

Detarmine Cause and Effact Deaw
& diagram Like the one below. Use it

The First Civilizations




Early Humans

(Males ) Pakeolithic people adapted to thair
ey Fonment and v ented many took to help them
sanvive.

Reading Focus What do you view 25 the greatest
heman achievement? Sending people to the moon,
perhaps, or inventing the compater? Read to0 learn
abowt the accomplishments of people dering the
Paleolithic Age.

History s the story of humans in the
past. It tells what they did and what hap-
penad 1o them. Historlans (hih*STOHR *ee*
uhns) are people who study and write about
the human past. They tell us that history
began about 5,500 years ago, when people
first began to write. But the story of people
raally begins in prehistory—the time before
people developed writing,

Tools of Discovery What we know about
the carliest people comes from the things
thay left behind. Sclentists have worked
to uncover clues about early human life.
Archacologists  (Asm*kee*AH = buh+ jiksts)
hunt for evidence buried In the ground
where settlements might once have been.
They dig up and study arttfacts (AHR*the
mrTs)—weapons, tools, and other things
made by humans. Thay also look for fossils
(FAH*subls)—traces of plants or animals
that have been preserved In rock
Anthropologists (ax*theuhe PAH« kb« jhsts)
focus on human sodety They study how
humans developed and how they related
1o one another.

Historlans call the carly period of
human history the Stone Age. The name
comes from the fact that people during this
time used stone 1o make tools and weapons.

Archaeological Dig
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Paleolithic
Cave Paintings

The oldest examples of Paleclithic an are
cave fownd in Spain and France.
Moast of the are of animals.

The paintings show that Paleolithic anists
often wsod several colors and sechniques.
They sometimes usad the uneven surface of
the rock to creae a theoo-démensional effect.

A puinting of bison in Spanish cve

What does this cave painting tell us about
life in the Pakeolithic Age?

e
—

The carliest part of the period Is the
Paleclithic or Old Stone Age. Paleolithic
means “old stone™ In the Creck language.
Paleclithic times began roughly 2.5 million
ysars ago and lasted until around 8000 5.C.

Who Were the Hunter-Gatherers? Try o
imagine the world during the Stone Age,
long before any roadways, farms, or vil-
bges existed. Early humans spent most of
their ame searching for food. They hunted
animals, caught fish, ate Insects, and gath-
erod nuts, berries, frults, grains, and plants.

Bocause they hunted and gathered,
Paleclithic people were always on the move.
They were nomads (NOH *mes), ar people
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who regularly move from place to place.
Thay traveled in bands of 3 or so members
bacause It was safer and made the search
for food casler.

Man and women did different tasks
within the group. Women stayed diose to the
campsite, which was typically naar a stroam
or other water source. They looked after the
children and searched nearby woods and
meadows for berries, nuts, and grains.

Man hunted animals—an activity that
sometimes took them far from camp. They
had to leam the habits of animals and make
toals for the kill. At first, they used dubs or
drove the animals off cliffs. Over time,
Palkolithic paople invented spears, traps,
and bows and arrows.

to the Environment The way

that Paleolithic people Bved dependad an
where they Bvad. Those In warm climates
noaded Iittle clothing or shelter. People in
cold climates sought protection from the
weather In caves. Over time, Paleolithic
people created new kinds of shelter. The
mast common was probably made of ani-
mal hides hald up by wooden poles.

Paleolithic people made a Iife-changing
discovery when they keamed to tame fire.
Fire gave warmth to those gathered around
1t [t it the darkness and scared away wild
animals. Food cooked over the fire tasted
beatter and was casler to digest. In addition,
smoked maat could be kept longer.

Archacologists believe that carly humans
startad fires by rubbing two pleces of wood
together Paleolithic people later made drill-
like wooden tools to start fires.

What Were the lce Ages? Fire was a key
to the survival of Paleclithic peaple during
the lce Ages. These were long pertods of
extreme cold. The last ke Age bagan about
100,000 &.C. From then until about 8000 E.C,



’tluckl:nd\octscovmnd parts of Europe,

i Asla, and North America.

3 The ke Age was a throat to human life.

| People risked death from the cold and also

’ from hunger. Early humans had to adapt
by changing their diet, bullding sturdier
shelters, and using animal furs to make
warm clothing. The mastery of fire helped
people live in this environment.
Language, Art, and Religion Another
advance In Pakolithic imes was the devel-
opment of spoken language Language made
It far casler for people to work together and
to pass on knowledge.

Early people exprossed themselves not
only In wards but In art. They crushed yel-
low, black, and red rocks to make powders
for paint. Then they dabbed this on cave
walls, croating scenes of Bons, oxen, pan-
thers, and other animals.

Historians are not sure why thase cave
paintings were created. They may have had
religious meaning. Early people also might
have thought that painting an animal would
bring good luck In the hunt.

The lvention of Tools Palcolithic people
wes the fisst to use technology (tehics NAH»
lui* jee)—tools and methods to help humans
perform tasks. People often used a hard
stong called flint to make tocls. By hitting
flint with a hard stone, they could make It
flake into pleces with very sharp edges. To
make hand axes or hunting spears, they
tied wooden poles to pleces of flint that
wer the right shape for the ool

Over time, carly people grew more
skilled at making tools. They crafted smaller
and sharper tools, such as fishhooks and
naadles made from animal bones. They
used needles to make nets and baskats and
to sew hides together for clothing.

GLZITIEEED Contrast How ae fossits
and artifacts ifferent?

Science and Inventions

Tools One of the most important
advances of prehistoric people was the

spear points. In time, people learned
that hitting a stone in a particular
way would produce a flake—a long,

sharp chip. Rakes were similar to
knives in the way they were used.
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Neolithic Times

(Wi ldes | In the Neolithic Age, pecple started
farming, bulding communities, producing goods,
ad trading.

Reading Focus  Didyou know that, today, more tham a

third of the world's people work in agricaitere] Read to
leam how farming began and how it changed $he world.

After the last lce Age ended, people
began to change their way of ke They began
to domesticate (duh* MEHS *tih* my7), Or tame
animals and plants for human use. Animals
provided meat, milk, and wool. They also
carriad goods and pulled carts.

In addition, people also learmed how to
grow food. For the first tme, people could

stay In one place 1o grow grains and vegeta-

This change In the way people lived
marked the beginning of the Neolithic Age,
or New Stone Age, which began about
8000 B.C. and lasted until about 4000 E.C.

Why Was Farming Importast? Histocans
call the changes In the Neolithic Age the
farming revolution. The word revolution
mefers to changes that groatly affect many
arcas of life. Some historians consider the
farming revolution the most important
event in human history.

Farming did not bagin in one mgion and
spread. People in different parts of the
world discoverad how to grow crops at
about the same ttme. In Asla, people grew
wheat, barky, rice, soybeans, and a grain
called millet. In Mexico, farmers grew com,
squash, and potatoes. In Africa, they grew
millet and 2 grain callad sorghum.

NATIONAL
CLOCRAMHC

2. On which two continents did barley and
wheat grow?
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Comparing the Neolithic and Paleolithic Ages

PaleolithicAge

1. How did the work of men change from the
Paleclithic Age to the Neolithic Age?
2 Describe advances were made in

The Growth of Villages People who
farmad could settle In one place. Herders
memalned nomadic and drove thelr animals
wherever they could find grazing land.
Farmers, however, had to stay close to thair
fields 1o water the plants, kacp hungry anl-
mals away, and harvest their crops. Thay
bagan to Ive In villages, where they bullt
permanent homes.

During the Neolithic Age, villages were
started In Europe, India, Egypt, China, and
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Neolithic Age

Mexico. The earliest known communitics
have been found In the Middke East. One of

the oldest 1s Jericho (JEHR*ih*ow) In the
West Bank between what are now Israed and
Jordan. This city dates back to about S000R.C.

Another well-known Neolithic commu-
nity s Catal Huytk (chaherame  hooe
YOOK) In present-day Turkey. Little of it
remnalns, but It was home to some 6,000 peo-
ple between about 6700 E.C. and 5700 B.C.
Thay lived in stmple mud-brick houses that
were packed tightly together and decorated
inside with wall paintings. They used other
bulldings as places of worship. Along with
farming, the people hunted, ratsed shocp
and goats, and ate fish and bird eggs from
nearby marshes.




The Benefits of a Settled Life The shuft
to settled Iife brought Neolithic people
greater sacurity than they had ever known.
Secady food supplies meant healthy, grow-
ing populations. With a bigger population,
there were more workers to produce a
bigger crop.

Because villagers produced more than
enough to aat, they began to trade their
extra foodstuffs. They traded with people
In thelr own communitics and also with
people who lived In other arcas

People began to practice specialization
(speae shuh+luh * ZAY *shuhn), or the develop-
ment of diffesent kinds of jobs. Bacause not
everyone was needed for farming, some
people had the time to develop other types
of skills. Thay made pottery from clay to
store thelir grain and other foods. They used
plant fibers to make mats and to weave

cloth. These craftspeople, hke farmers,

also took part In trade. They exchanged
the things they made for goods they did
not have.

In late Neolithic imas, people contin-
ued to make advances. Toolmakers created
better farming toals, such as the sickle for
cutting grain. In some places, people began
o work with metals. At first they used cop-
per. They haated rocks to melt the copper
inside and then poured It into molds for
tooks and weapons.

After 4000 EC., craftspecple In western
Asla mixed copper and tin to form bronze.
Bronze was harder and longer lasting than
copper. It became widely used between
3000 eC. and 1200 BC, the period known as
the Bronze Age.

How did the
St et Nt s G

What Did You Learn?

. Who are srchasclogists and
y WM:M study ?

heip the Neclithic pecple?
Critical

3. Determine Cause and
Effect Draw a disgram like the

one below. List some of the
effects that fuming hed on
peophe’s lives.
EMact:
Farming ENfact:
begins
EMact:

4 eqmn mymm

Z How did domesticating animals 5. Cnmp.n Ql'l'olh-h:h-

M‘:u LS Nd\iup.

6 Analyre Why was the abiity
10 ke & fire 30 Important?
7. kK Freviewi
Create & three-colemn
In the first column, write what
o you mad s et
you read this section.
In the second colmn, write
what you leamed after
In the thisd, write what you

still would ke to know.
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