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Sorry I’m sick… Here’s today’s Assignment:

Part I: Read American Journey Textbook pages 906-909. Then complete the following assignments, Part I and Part II. Whatever is not finished is for homework due tomorrow.

PART II:  Read and complete the following…[image: image1.emf]THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS - SOURCEWORK EXERCISE

Introduction

In 1959, a revolution in Cuba brought Fidel Castro to power. The American government soon
decided that he was acting like a communist, and in 1961 they backed a disastrous attempt to
overthrow him — the Bay of Pigs disaster. The USA’s hostility encouraged Castro to turn to
Khrushchev's USSR for help. In 1962, a secret agreement was made to station Soviet nuclear
weapons in Cuba. However, the USA found out and a crisis developed: the Cuban Missile Crisis
of October 1962.

Source A: A diagram illustrating the crisis, courtesy of the BBC.
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 [image: image2.emf]Source B:
Our purpose has been and is to help Cuba, and no one can challenge the humanity of our
motives aimed at allowing Cuba to live peacefully and develop as its people desire. You say that
that Cuba worries you because it lies at a distance of ninety miles across the sea from the shores
of the United States. However, Turkey lies next to us...Do you believe that you have the right to
demand security for your country and the removal of such weapons that you qualify as offensive,
while not recognizing this right for us?

Khrushchev to Kennedy, October 26" 1962

Source C:
| make this proposal: We agree to remove those weapons from Cuba which you regard as
offensive weapons. We agree to do this and to state this commitment in the United Nations. Your
representatives will make a statement to effect that the United States, on its part, bearing in mind
the anxiety and concemn of the Soviet state, will evacuate its analogous weapons from Turkey. Let
us reach an understanding on what time you and we need to put this into effect.

Khrushchev to Kennedy, October 26™ 1962

Source D:

| have read your letter of October 26th with great care and welcome the statement of your desire
to seek a prompt solution to the problem...as | read your letter, the key elements of your
proposals - which seem generally acceptable as | understand them - are as follows:

1. You would agree to remove these weapons systems from Cuba under appropriate United
Nations observation and supervision; and undertake, with suitable safeguards, to halt the further
introduction of such weapons systems in to Cuba.
2. We on our part, would agree. ..
(a) to remove promptly the quarantine measures now in effect and
(b) to give assurances against an invasion of Cuba.

Reply to Chairman Khrushchev's first letter of October 26









 [image: image3.emf]Source E: A cartoon of 1962 shows Kennedy and Khrushchev.

Source F:
| found myself in the difficult position of having to decide on a course of action which would
answer the American threat but which would also avoid war. Any fool can start a war, and once
he's done so, even the wisest of men are helpless to stop it - especially if it's a nuclear war.

Nikita Khrushchev's published memoirs, 1970
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1. Study Source A.

Use Source A and your own knowledge to explain why President Kennedy opposed the
setting up of missile bases on Cuba by the USSR.

2. Study Source B.
To what extent does this source explain Khrushchev’s reasons for putting missiles on
Cuba?

3. Study Sources C &D.
How far does Kennedy in source D accurately interpret the demands made by
Khrushchev in Source C? Explain your answer.

4. Use all the sources and your own knowledge.
“The Cuban Missile crisis was never likely to develop into full-scale nuclear war”
Do you agree with this statement?
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PART III: 
DIRECTIONS: Read the following letter from Khrushchev to Kennedy regarding the Cuban missile crisis. Imagine that you are John Kennedy. Write a response to Khrushchev’s letter. How can this crisis be resolved between the two leaders peacefully, while enabling each side to save face?

[image: image5.emf]r from Nikita Khrushchev to John F. Kennedy,
ber 26, 1962

Mr. President, I appeal to you to weigh well what the aggressive,
piratical actions, which you have declared the USA intends to carry out
ininternational waters, would lead to. You yourself know thatany sensi-
ble man simply cannot agree with this, cannot recognize your right to
such actions.
If you did this as the first step towards the unleashing of war, well
then, itis evident that nothing else is left to us but to accept this challenge
"M of yours. If, however, you have not lost your self-control and sensibly
! conceive what this might lead to, then, Mr. President, we and you ought
not now to pull on the ends of therope in which you have tied the knot of
war, because the more the two of us pull, the tighter thatknotwillbetied.
And a moment may come when that knot willbe tied so tightthatevenhe
who tied it will not have the strength to untie it, and then it will be neces-
sary to cut thatknot, and what that would mean is not forme to explain to
you, because you yourself understand perfectly of what terrible forces
our countries dispose. .
Consequently, if there is no intention to tighten that knot and
thereby to doom the world to the catastrophe of thermonuclear war, then
let us not only relax the forces pulling on the ends of the rope, let us take
measures to untie that knot. We are ready for this.









Letter from Nikita Khrushchev to John F. Kennedy, 

October 26, 1962 


