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“We, the People of the United States, in order to form a
more perfect Union...”

Task: What do you think the writers meant by this?

“We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect

Union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the
common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings
of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America.”

Task: List the goals of government.
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Which branch of government is the strongest?

Task: Why do you think the Founding Fathers created three branches of

government?
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According to the principle of checks and balances, each branch of the government must have control over
the other branches. Look at the first three articles of the Constitution and identify one of each type of
checks and balances. Indicate where each power is listed in the Constitution.

a. A power that the executive branch has over the legislative branch:
This can be found in what article/section of the Constitution

b. A power that the executive branch holds over the judicial branch.
This can be found in what article/section of the Constitution

c. A power that the legislative branch holds over the executive branch.
This can be found in what article/section of the Constitution

d. A power that the legislative branch holds over the judicial branch.
This can be found in what article/section of the Constitution

e. A power that the judicial branch holds over the executive branch.
“This can be found in what article/section of the Constitution

A power that the judicial branch holds over the legislative branch.
This can be found in what article/section of the Constitution
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the federal government. Using the chart below, decide whether or not the issue i
constitutional or unconstitutional. Fill in the appropriate amendment number which you

\‘lSC(l to ClCtCL’lllillC your answers.

AMENDMENT

ISSUE CONSTITUTIONAL UNCONSTITUTIONAL NUMBER

Police officer breaks into a house and searches without a
warrant.

Students rally and protest in front of school on a weekend.

U.S. army sends soldiers to people’s homes in peacetime

Judge convicts and sentences murderer to prison without a
trial.

Protesters burn the American Flag at a rally.

Judge sentences shoplifter to prison for life.

Religious groups hold meetings 1 school. after school.

Student has collection of antique rifles in her basement.

Residents of Smithtown submit grievances to Town Council

Martha Stewart is brought to trial without a jury.

Defendant 1s held 1n jail for two years before being put on
trial.

Airport screener searches your luggage at the airport.











