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Debate in the White House
[3_ Oftcalsn the Johwson admnistcaton saw

hemounting Communistlosses and beleved
st tha the Uniied Sates could succee.
s the war dragged on, howeve,some of-
il s 3 glomier siaton. Secrtary of
Defence MeNamara began to argue that he
round war and the i atacks ha faled and.
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Should We Be Fighting
the Vietnam War?
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PRESIDENT JOHNSON
s s Hopis Uiy Apra T, 1965
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American Diary

As castabics mountedin Vietnan, many
People began o protest against the
war ff Sharlet was a Vietnam
veteran who opposed the war bt was
disgustd by the attitudes and

S actions fthe proesters. e
- decided to strta ewspaper

Vietnam Gl witen entry
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The Youth Protest e o e ooy
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Sctor called Pretdent Jhnoon anc s up- [ 9 st o seious challenge o raclitoral
porters “kilers” Supportes of the war |- middleclse vlues. Some young. people
refered 10 the protstes 3 “traors” The | refused o follo customary socl ol of
war soomad 10 split Amrica—and much of | work and fmily They imed o et aspacss
e division esulod rom what people called. | of Amercan society such 3 the compeon
e generation ap. for materal s and personal sucsss.

'A% Unitd Stats involvement n the war
ocreased, 50 did oppostion 10 & Some
‘Americant flt it the conls in Vietam | Studens rotests targeed the slcive s
was 2 clvil war and should not involve the  vicesystm—the draf ha supplied sodiers
Unied Sttes. Orers wer concemmed hathe  for the wa. Th lw rquired al men 0 5.
cos of Amerka’s commiment fo Vietram iste for the draf when hey esched age 15,
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1968—Year of Crisis
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The Tet Offensive

(On anuary 31,1965, the Noh Vietamese
and Vietcong, laanched 3 sers of aacks,
ehich began an Tet—the Viesmamese New
esr. This Tet Offensive marked 3 suming.
point in the Visnam War. The Communit
‘tacks targeed American miltary bases and

S Vinas e Vicong roperaded
e Und S by s oo e
Coptal Toy st s 1 e, o
proniisfely
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Political Opposition

As opposition t0 the war gew, President
Johnsonfacedchallenges n i o pany. I
lte 1967, Democratc sensior Eugene
MeCarthy of Minnesoa snnounced hat he
ok run for th pary' nominaion for he
presdency 3  proest sganst the war. Not
el Knowe, McCarthy seemed to have lade
chance of winning,Inthe March 12 primary
o New Hampere, hnwever, MeCarty sur-
prised everyone by taking 42 percent of the
popular voe. Ahough ohnson won the pri-
maty, MeCanthy'ssiong shoving ndicaisd
Widecpresd opposion o the war

Latar, anodir antowar candidae entered
ihe race. Robest F. Kennedy, stomey gen-
eral during i brosher'sprsidency anc now|
2 Senator from New York, annourced thathe,
o0, would sck the Domecratc nomnation.

‘The President Responds
Evens in Vietnam and the growing an-
war movement disturbed Prsiten Jomnso.
Ade the Tot Ofrsiv, he Amerian com.
mander 1n Vitsam, General Willam West
moreland, requested stll more troops.
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A Nation in Crisis []

Eoction of 1968
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Instesd of greeing with Westmoreland's | The ascasnation of Dr. King set of rots
mw,wmw the resdentordersd | acros the courtsy. Army toops e cllad
 reavaluationof the wa. Healo eevaluated [[] on 1o contrel unrly croweds i varions s

i v campaiga for relecton ‘Aldy addened by D Kng'sdeat, Amr.
On March 31, 1963, Presdent Johnson | icans worried about rtan vilence.
appearad on televison fo announce 3 “new Wil the naion agonizad ove st 3t

Sl toward peace"he would hltthebomb o anc war sbrosd, th race or prescent
10 o Norh Viena's e, He asked Norih  pcked up spec. Vi Prsident Hubert H.
Vietnam for s comparsbleacsion othat pesce  Humphrey foned Eugene McCarthy and
{als could begin The presiden concadsd  Robers Kennady in secking the Democratc
s spocch with 2 taling annourcement- "1 nominaton, Kensedy edged out McCarthy in
Shal ot sck,and 1 will e acept, h nom- 3 uiberofprmary lcions, b MeCarty
inaton of my pary for ancthe erm s yous  rebounded and scored 3 vy n Oregon
prsident. Humphiey, mesmwhile, avoided primanis.
He on support among Democsai Pary

leaders, who i some saes chose delegacs.

A fow days atr ohnson whtrew fom I ane 1968, Kennody and McCarty acsd
the presidenial race, tragedy sruck the each othr inthe psry elacion i Calor-
naton On the avening of Apel 4,2 uperin i, e sate wih the mst delgates. That
Memphis, Tenncssce, shot and. kiled Dr.  mght, s Kennody won, an assasen shot
Martin Luther King, Jr. the lesding scivist  and Killd him. The nation reled with the

11 the civil igis mesre Zhock of yet ancther assassination.
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The Democratic Convention

By the time the Democrats held thelecon-
vention i Chicago, Humphiey seemed fo
ave enough votesfowin the pomination. As
3 supponer of il rights and labor causs,
Humphey had much backing inthe pany. A%
2 supporer of Johnson's Viewam poicy,
awerer, Humphiey was inked o th par.

iy's prosar wing, Antvar Democrts et
angry and o shut ou, from the.

‘Mesnwhil, thousands of anewar acuvists

flckd 1o Chicago 1o prost Hmphey's [

Slmos cortan viory. Chicagor's mayor,Rich-
20 ). Daley, fared viokece and had the
pol ot i fores. When anivar proesers
e 0 mach fo the comvention s, police
blocked the marchers, who began t pat the
offcers ith sicks and botes. The polce
theow teae gas and. charged tn, wiekding.
ighisicks. They pursued those who fad,
beating some and aesing many.
‘Humphrey won the Democratc nomina-
on, bt th vicknco-al shown on tlev-
Slon—damaged hi candidacy. Humphiey
‘admied, Crucago was a caaseopbe.”

7] The Election of 1968

Most American apposed th vilancs and.
Tonged fora rtarn o aw and oedoe As lec-
tion Day neared, tirdpaty candidate Gov-
vernor George . Wallace of Alabama
cniczad prtases and sffors o itegrte
Schools by busing, i tough stand on
a0 order and s sppel o acal e won
many votrs. Repubian nominse, former
Vi presdens Richard M. Nixon, damed o
Sand for the conservative sllen majoty”
i e I and onder and did o pro-
st or demorstcte. H slso offersd “peace
Wit honor” In Vs, bus g no deals

In e cecion, e popelar votewas close.
Nixon sdged Humphiey by sbout SIO00
vote. In the dlecoral voe, howeres, Noxon
won 3 solid maprty—301 votes to Hum-
Pl 191 Nixon became prsident wih he
Votes ofcnly 43 percent of he peopl, but
e and Wallce togeher won about 57 per-
cont. It seemed tht 3 suzsable mjorty of
‘American wanisd th govermment o restore

pony
AT vty o
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Nixon and
Vietnam

American Diavy

Speaking 1o eporters fter hiseecion,the
0 president, Richard Noon,recaled
Seeirg a yourg girl carrying a hand-
sig at one o s rlkes
that read: “Bring Us Together
Again.” This, he promised,
would be bis chiefgoa as
President. Nxon ako vty
implement his plan to end the
Vietuam W, Even though e
United Staes began scling back its
inocloementin Vitnam, the American
| Home front remained diided.

cgan e e
orors o
ot sy

-
Crow s h et ot v
pardellowing o sveaing  of Pridnt
Rickard o i vy 1965
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A New Strategy
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Changes in the Draft

Uncer Prsident Nocon, the selecuive s
vic system changad. Collge students could
0 longer cbiain it deferments, only 19-
year-olds could be caledfo sevice n Vit
am, and drsfises wouid be chosen by btery
oo ofherbishdays. Protest gains
e drah fac i these refonms because
hegovernment began caling up feweryour,
men and because resident Alon promised
o shminate the selacive servie n the
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Troop Withdrawal

Meamwhie, Prsident Nocon cu Back the
number of Amencan trops in Viewam,
Koown a Vietaamizaton, s plan caled
for the South Vieimamese 0 take 3 more
acive ol in ighting.—and for Americans o
become less nvolved. As South Vietnamese
solders took over, Amercan toops would
‘Sradualy e fom he counte. InJune
1565 N anouncod the widawalofthe
st 25000 Americansodes.

Increased Bombing

I the . pan of his Vitnam poley,
Nixon expanded the bombing campaign.
Hoping o releve preseure o roope in St
Vietnam, Nixon ondored the bombing. of
eneny supply outes and hideout n ngh-
boring Cambodia and Lacs. Altough the
presdent anncunced thechanges o the draft-
30 th trop wihdrawal, e ket the bomb-
ingof Cambocta scet.

CUTEITIEIIY et 1o poson 4

Pt oonsppos ey isings?

The Vietnam War

Renewed Opposition at
Home

I e Viarston o o,
2w s f v et o the .
Hisory and You What s ke you ar
i sy o3 g ot o 3
st e, or bt s podce? Ao
Ioam yptas agarst 5 var o Viram
e 106

A e round of antiwar demonstrations,
o protst marches, began n Lte 196, reflect-
ing the growing sensment for ending,the
. In ober more than 30000 people
o0k par 1 an anthwar protest in Washing.
tonDC

“The goverment o triad to e the war
through pesce alks wih Nonh Vietam.
Hensy Kisinge, the president’s national
Securty advise rpresenid the Unied States
in the Pans falks The Uniied States had
launched he bombing cmpalgn o pesuade
he Norit Vietnamese o gree o peace tems.

An Unpopular War
s v sharpy et st US.
ikt i, e ps e
0 redSomogs s e
Commens s e .
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“The North Vietnamese, however,adopted
seatt-and-sc aiud. They beleved tha the

rowing sength of the awar movement i1
e United Stses would fores the Amercans

o wihdzaw:

“The v ansivar protests and Nort Viet
s unyiekding st alanned Presdent
NbxonIn’ speech in November,he appeaied
1othe-slnt majoty” of Ameicans fo sup-
port for s polcy. “Norsh Vietnam cannot
Geest or hummilse the Unied Saes” e
S5k “Only Amerkans can do hat~

Expanding the War

United States Troops
n Vietnam, 1965-1973

Campus Protests
Many Amencans vieved the Cambodian
vason a3 wideninof the Vi War
Ninon's acion provokad » o of anwae
protests o cumpucs s th ton Mok
procdd pecsuly Two protes, hovweves
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o O govermor decaed
nieon
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Violence flared agan on May 15 at the [ Sapport o the war weskened frther hat
nealy al-Afcan Amerkan Jackson Sate | year when Dariel Ellbers, 3 dislsioned
Universy in Mssisppt. Following  rght | former Defnse Departmens worker, lesked
of campts proess, o stdents were shot | documents o he New York Ties Thise doc
and billed. Winesss harged hat e polce | umens, which bcame known 3 the Penta.
ad rechlsly a3 reidence hall wih | gon Papers, evesed et many govermens
e The pole camed they were pro- | oficils durng the Johnson adminsaton
fecting hemseves from seupe e Awaveof | pivasly qesioned the war whie publcly
sdens srten fllowed the g Ker it upporing .
St and Jchaon S, Hndreds of collegs Q1 The docments covained detatls of dcr
and uvertis spended cees. sions that wer made by presdents and thete
advions wihout he approval of Congres.
They ako showed ow varkous adminire
T addion to sparking vilence on cam- | tons sk o deceve Congres, the pres,
puses, the Cambodian nvasion cost Nocon | and he publi abou he suaion in Vienam:
much suppors n Congress. Namerous law. | The Perkagon Papers sch up what many
makers expressed ouirage over the pres | Amerkars had long, beleved: The govern
s e o el them about the ction.In|_ mené had o een et with them.
Deconber 1970, an angry Congrssrpesied
ihe Gulf of Tonkan Rescuton, which had  QUTETTIETD Dsctin Wit st
gven the presiden nesrcomplete power 11 crura a et St nd ckon i
e the warn Vietram. ey

Legacy of the War [}
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Peace and the War's Legacy e ot e pt oo v

TN e oottt i of 10 North Vietnamese habos.
ey ‘The president, howeres, stopped nsising
History and You Hoveyou e vetadorsan 12 North Vitnam removeall s toops fom

o e e South Viksam bokore 3 fll Amerian wih

BTt i e et pn ey Sl N st Henry Kistnger b0 ne
Re i ot sttt s of b warand 1 2 It he fll of 1972 an aggeement scmed
oo . ey, bus Soush Vienam opposed allowing

N Ve e o e
A e e g
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1971 polls showed that nerly two-tudsof  Paris Peace Accords
Amencans wante the war 1 e quikly—  Ater his. relecion, Nison unleashed.
he Nixon admimstaton negotaied Wi American airpower sgaimst North Vieram.
epresetattvsof the North Vietnamese gov- I Decembe 172 e eavis bomardment
ermment These als sale,however of the war fell n Norh Vietan's .

In March 1972, the Noth Viemamese  Nisonstood frm and NorthVitnam resamed|
ounched another majo ofenive In the o th alka, Mesmwhil,the Americans pre-
South. Because the Urnied Suates fad few  sured the Souh Vietnamese 1 acept he
o0ps fn Vietnam, Nison esmed bomb. pesc ern. On Jancay 2,197 he negot.
g, Nison ndered Amercan plancs tobom o sgned the pesce sgzeement.

it e .
et who gt mlry b o st
| ey e s o e sl
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with many villages destoped. More than
55000 Amencans were dead; 300000 were
wounded, many of them pesmanendy dis-
abled. The Uniied Siates had pored more
530 10 bllon o he war.

Impact of the War

‘Abous 27 milion Americans bad served in
‘Vietnam Unlke the veeransof World War 1,
they found o hexs wekcome when they
retumed home. Many Americans simply
wranid o forge the war. They paid like
tention o those who gt and sace-
s in Vienam.

“The mltives of the American sodiers who
b clasiied 2 misinginacion, or 3¢
MIAS continud to demand tha the govern
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War in Vietnam

American Diary

Anerican forts o stp the spread o
amunism led 1 LS. irpoleement in
Vietnam. Prsident Eisenhouver befeved
hat “the 055 of all Vietnam, toether it
Laos on the west and Cambodia in the

Southuest, would have meant the surrender
0 Communist ensiavement of millions * In
thelat 19505, President Eisenhouer sent
miltary suppies and adviers o pry-
Western South Vietnam in support of i
St against Communist North Vet
Presient Kennedy contine tis poic,

—Fom Ameican Pokicy Tward L
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The U.S. and Vietnam

XY Voram bcam o v couy
53 sl ol e Comet -

Conmanst gougs.
Hisory and You Wat vl e et vrn
conty e 3 vr v g i o lam
w3l war i e paopeof e

1 he sty 1060, the U Staesbecame.
vlved i fight against the spread of com-|
munim in Southest Asia. The war in Vit
D i ot unfold 35 Amenians hoped,
hovweverGeneral Maovell oyl wehoserved
a5 US. ambassador fo South Vieiam,
flected o the problems o the v yers
St it had endec:

P S
TR, T oW USeNeS.WeDoug Dt v
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T oot of the Viesnam conflics can be
teace, or ollowod, back 1o Workd War I,
‘when Japancse fores capturd the Freech
colony o Indochins in Svshesst Asa. Vi
namise forces e by Communist Ho Chi
Mish (HOH CHEE MIIN) fought agaunse
the apanese

When Japan surendered 3t the end of
Work War I, Ho Ch Mihdecard Vi
independence. The Fronch, bowever, wor
umeling o give up their mpire. Thei Indo-
china colony-—the presentay aions of
Cambodis, Lacs, and Vietnamwas among;
he nihest of Franc's clonis, supplyng.
esoutees uch s rice,rubbe, et HoChl
Minh and his forces fought he Frech 1n 3
long, oody war, feally defeaing the French
in 195  Dien Bin Ph

Tt same year,diplomats from he Unied
‘Stats, Fance, Gt Bekan the Sove Unin,
Chins, nd Viesram et i Genevs, Swizer.
Iand, o work ot pesce agreemens, Acord-
10 10t Conera Acconds, Vietam would be
dvided emporarly.
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The agreement also stated that Ho Chi
Minh's Communist raionalss would con-
a0 the Norh. Hanes served 3 fs capial.
NonCommunis forces—_supporied by the
Ui States—swould contol the S, wih
Saigon 2 the capial.Vietnam would e uni-
i 1 1956 after nationalelacons

Nether the Uni Seates nor South Viet
nam signed the areemens, butthey did e
oppose s provions. At the same tme, he
UL emphasized that  would e i Comam-
it Nosh Viewam moved. aggressvely
Sgaost e S,

1955 Ngo Dih Diem (NGOH DIHN
deheEEM), with Amercan suppor, became
Soush Vietnam's lader He refused 0 hold

clections and crackad dnen o Comunis

i St In s ho Communis
up the Naional iberstion Front (NLE), or
e Vietcang, I 1553 e Viicong, on rders
irom o C M, began 3 war st e
Dicm rgim, o govermin auorky

“The Unied Sates ad repaced the French
2 the dominant foreign power in the S
i 1955 If Commnist ook South Vienam,
Presdent Eiscnhower once sid, the oher
countres of Souheast Ass would fll o
communism ke  mow of dominces—one
fight ske the owher This dommino theory
elped shape Amercan policy i Vienam for
he next 20 yars.

o suppors Soush Vietoam, the Esenboncer
admnitraton sent the country billons of
ollrs 0 .t aso lspaiched 3 few
dred soiders, who acted 35 adviers o the

South Viemaresa government nd ey
Like Eisenhowes, Prosident Kennidy saw
Vietam 3¢ part of the il stge sgaiet
communism. Kennady sent more Spocl
Forcss-the Green Beree—to train and
advise South Vietramese eoops. Kennedy
S50 pressred Diem 0 make reiorms hat
Woul undercus the sppesl f communism.
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I March 1965 the Urited Sstes unlesshed
a0 intense bunbing campaign called Opers
Hion Roling Thunder. Some planes atacked
the Ho Ch Minh Trai,  network o roads,
path, and bridges that wound from Nori
Vienam though Cambodia and Laos o
Soush Vitram. Norh Vietmamese froops
used ths routs 0 brin, equipment s
Othe planes rgsted ridges,docks, s,
and ity bass i the Nowh

“The bombing incresse n inensty rom
1965 through 1065 B then American planes
Had duoppec mr bomb on North Vienam
ihan ey dropped on Germany, lly, a0
Japan during Workd War I

The American troops found fighting 3
Sround war In Vietnam cificul. Dene jun-
‘S, mudy rals, and swampy rics pads
Ramperc froop moverment. The Souh Vet
namee amy i ok always fightefcivly
‘A the Viekcong,gerrlas blended with the
popultion, Amencan soldirs found 1 hard
ol ks and enemies apat.

The American forcs began o conduct
search-and-destroy missions, The gesl was
o sesk ous Viecong or North Viewmamese
antsand dstroy them. The Amercans hoped.
o eventully deest the Communiss o force
them o negotse. Ground.trops coordr
nated their moves wih ai support. Pacls
on the ground radioed. thei locaion, and
helcopier gunships moared fo the scene fo
blas the ey with canoon snd machine.
guniire

Planes bombed sress of South Vietnam
an ffor o ditve guernls from thel ungle
Cover. ot ke e planes o drop napalm,
an xplosve that b itensly o desry.
jungle. geowth. Nont Vietramese and Vet
Cong forces al use apa in famethiow
e, devies that expel ful o 3 buming,
S of s

To improve vsibiey, chemical herbicides
were sprayed in Vitnam t clea out forsts
andall grsees. One erbicd, Agent Orange,
Isbeleved tohave contaminaid many Amer.
Icans nd Vietnames,causing sriou hesk
problems.
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