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55 



This Land is My Land 



We are a people, 
one people. Theodor Herzl 
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ACTIVITY: SHOULD JEWISH HOLOCAUST 
SURVIVORS HAVE RELOCATED TO ISRAEL? 



•  Directions: Imagine that it’s the year 1947.  You are a delegate to the newly 
created United Nations. Your job is to determine where to place Jewish Holocaust 
survivors who fled Europe during the Nazi occupation of the early 1940’s.  Many 
Zionists believe that a new Jewish homeland should be created in Palestine (now 
modern-day Israel).  The problem is that a large Muslim Arab population already 
lives there.  The class will be divided into three main groups in this mock United 
Nations conference: 



–  1) As U.N. delegates, you support the idea of allowing Jews to resettle in Palestine 
(modern-day Israel) and believe that this area should be proclaimed a national homeland 
for the Jews.  You believe in the ideals of the Zionist movement.  Working in groups of 
3-4, write a 1-page statement in defense of your position. Make sure to address potential 
problems that may result from your proposal and suggest solutions.   In addition, using 
the blank map of Israel, indicate where Jews should be allowed to resettle. Create a 
color map key, indicating where Jews and Arab Palestinians are supposed to live.   



–  2) As U.N. delegates, you oppose the idea of allowing Jewish refugees to resettle in 
Palestine (modern-day Israel) because you fear that violence may erupt between Muslim 
Arab and Jewish populations there. You must decide upon another location (or locations) 
in the world to resettle the Jewish population.  Will you allow Jews to create their own 
national homeland in another area of the world?  What potential problems could result 
from your proposal and what are the solutions?  Working in groups of 3-4, write 1-page 
in defense of your position.  In addition, using the blank map of the world, indicate where 
Jewish Holocaust refugees should be allowed to settle.  Create a color key to represent 
the settlement of the Jewish population on the world map. 



–  3) As leaders of the U.N. General Assembly, you are responsible for making the final 
decision in this case.  You will listen to both sides and ask each group questions, 
attempting to expose weaknesses or flaws in their arguments.  In 100 words, write a 
summary of the problem.  Then, write 10-15 questions to ask the U.N. delegates who will 
present their arguments. Listen to each side’s arguments, ask your questions, then 
make the final decision! 
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– Today’s Procedure: 
–  1) You have 10 minutes to finish preparing with your 



group.  This includes your paper and map. 
–  2) During your presentation, you will refer to your map 



on the placement of Jews.  Using the blank map 
projected on the board, color and label where you will 
place the Jews and Palestinians. 



–  3) Mock conference format: 
•  1. Each group presents their papers with proposals and 



map. 5 minutes each 
•  2. Each side can take turns asking the other side 



questions to expose weaknesses.  This question/answer 
debate will last up to 10 minutes. 



•  3. Judges ask each side questions to expose weaknesses 
or clear up confusion. 5 minutes 



•  4. Judges make a decision.  Either they support one of the 
group’s proposals or develop an entirely different solution.        
5 minutes. 
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•  For group #1--arguing 
to make Israel a 
homeland for the Jews: 
–  Color in where you 



would place the 
Jewish populations 
and where you would 
place the Arab 
Palestinian 
populations on the 
 board before 
presenting! 
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