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COMMANDER AND CHIEF: GEORGE H BUSH and THE PERSIAN GULF WAR

PART I

What was the American military strategy to invade Iraq?

What prior conflict guided many of the actions of the American military in the Person Gulf War?

According to George Bush, what was the greatest lesson of Vietnam for (what was then) today’s generation?

What changed everything in President Bush’s first year as President? 

What metaphor is given to describe the state of affairs the United States finds itself in now, as opposed to the Cold War days?

Why was Saddam Hussein “practically on the US payroll”? How much US dollars did he receive?

How did Saddam justify his invasion of Kuwait?

Why was this invasion so concerning to the United States, and the world?

What was unusual about the coalition opposing Saddam’s actions in Kuwait?

PART II
 What concerns did Pres Bush have with a US ground invasion of Iraq?

What was the ‘Vietnam Syndrome’?
What steps did Bush take to make sure this did not happen again?

What ultimatum did Bush offer Saddam in a last ditch effort to hold off war?

What military service did Bush have himself?

What was ‘hyperwar’?

What was Saddam’s response to this hyperwar once he realized he was losing?

How long did it take the Allies to reclaim Kuwait from Iraqi forces? How long did the war itself last?

Why did the war come to a controversial end?

Why was Bush criticized for how it ended?

How did the US help to put to rest the ghosts of Vietnam?
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Quiz: Commander in Chief: George 
H.W. Bush (and the Persian Gulf War) 



§  1. Why did Iraq's invasion of Kuwait catch the United States off guard? (Choose only one answer)   
 A) Iraq was a much smaller nation than Kuwait.   
 B) Iraq was not interested in acquiring other nations' oil and land.   
 C) Saddam Hussein had recently cooperated with the United States.   
 D) Saddam Hussein had never received any money from the United States.  
 



§  2. The United Nations said in Resolution 660 that _____. (Choose only one answer)   
 A) Iraq must apologize to Kuwait   
 B) Iraq must be wiped out by military force   
 C) Iraq must withdraw completely from Kuwait   
 D) Iraq must give all of its oil to the United States  
 



§  3. Operation Desert Shield was originally intended to show off the United States' military might  true  
false  
 



§  4. The Bush Administration wanted to overthrow Manuel Noriega because _____. (Choose only one 
answer)   
 A) Noriega was an ally of Saddam Hussein   
 B) Bush said Noriega was "Hitler revisited"   
 C) Panama was an easier country to invade than Iraq   



§  D) Noriega's forces were attacking American troops in Panama  
 



§  5. George Bush recorded in his journal that he was plagued by _____. (Choose only one answer)   
 A) the image of body bags   
 B) the stress of being commander in chief   
 C) the inability to hit Iraqi military targets   
 D) the tyrant who invaded another country  
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§  6. What is one lesson of the Vietnam War from which the Bush administration was determined to learn? 
(Choose only one answer)   
 A) never let allies help with strategy   
 B) never use less than overwhelming force   
 C) always start a war with massive air strikes   
 D) petty tyrants should always be brought to justice  
 



§  7. George Bush was infuriated before the Persian Gulf conflict because _____. (Choose only one answer)  
I 
 A) Iraq had allied its military with Saudi Arabia's   
 B) Saddam Hussein threatened to use his hostages as human shields   
 C) there were too many Iraqi forces for the United States to fight against   
 D) the United States had to remove its troops from Vietnam to invade Iraq  
 



§  8. The Persian Gulf Conflict was called a "hyper-war" because _____. (Choose only one answer)   
 A) the United States used lightning as a weapon   
 B) Iraq surrendered in a very short amount of time   
 C) the United States bombed many targets in a brief amount of time   
 D) Iraq fired all of its weapons at the same time the United States fired theirs  
 



§  9. Some people criticized Bush's decisions after the war because _____. (Choose only one answer)   
 A) he began running for reelection   
 B) he let General Schwarzkopf retire   
 C) he left Saddam Hussein in power   
 D)there had been too many casualties 
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