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As sciontists made new discoveries,
European thinkers began to 3pply sciencs to
socioy Forthso thinker,scirce ha roven.
that the physical univers folowed ratural
laws. By using thei resson, people could
Jeam howe the universe worked. Using this
knowedge, people ko could solve exting.
human problems and make e beter.

Descartes and Reason One o the most
important scintifc thinkers was the
Frenchiman Ren Descartes (day+ AHRT). In
1637 he wiote 3 book called Discourse on

Th

Microscope |

Method I this book, Descaros began with
the problem of knowing what i true. To
find truth, he dacided to put aside every.
thing that he had learmed and make a freh
start. To Descarte, one fact scemed o be
beyond doubt_his own  existnce.
Descartes summarized this idea by the
phras,° hink terclore am ™

T his work, Descartes claimed that
‘mathematics was the source of al scientific:
ruth. In mathematics, he ssid, the snewers
‘were sheays e This was because mathe.
‘matis began with simple, cbvious princi-
ples and then used logic to move gracually
o other truths. Today, Descares i viewed
s the founder of modern rationalism
(RASH uhwae ). This s the belief that
o i th chiefsource of knoweladge.

What s the Scientific Method?
Scientifc thought was also influenced by
English thinker Francis Bacon, who lived
from 1561 to 1626, Bacon believed that

Although Robert Hooke 4 ot ivnt themicoscope.

s improvemnts were imporant. Hooke'sbook
Hiographi ed
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ahould be put aside. He
developed the siemsific
method, n orderly way
ofcolleting and analyz-
ng evidence. 1t 1 st £y
the process used in sc-
entfc research today:

“The scentic method
s made up of seversl " Bacon &
steps. Fint & scentiat
begins with carefl observation of facts
and then tries to find a hypothesia
=P thunesuhs) o explanation of the
facts. Through experiments, the scientist
st the hypothest under i possle con-
itions o s o tue Finally i repeated,

s show tht e hypothess s e,

and then 0 considered  seniic v
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"As the Scientific Revoluton advanced,
many educaed Europeans came to beleve
hat reason was a much better guide than
fath or tradition. To them, resson was 3
“light” that revesld emor and showeed the
way 1o truth. As rsul,the 17005 bocame
Knoven 2 the Age of Enfightenment.

‘During the  Enlightenment, political
thinkers tried t apply resson and scentific
ideas to govermment. They climed that
there was 2 natural Taw, or 2 law that
applid o everyone and could be under-
Stood by resson. This aw was the key to
understanding govemment. As early as
the 16005, two English thinkers—Thomas
‘Hobbes and John Locke—used natural aw
to develop very diferent ides sbout howe
govermment should work.

Who Was Thomas Hobbes? Thomas
Hobbes (HAHEZ) wrote about English gor-
ernment and society. During his life,
England was tom apart by civil war
‘Supportes of King Charks 1 ought those
weho backed Parkament. Charks | wanted
1o have ablute, or toal, poveer 3= king.
Pariament claimed to represent the people

AT 18 gt s o

Thomas Hobbes, who was a srong sup-
porier o he morany.

I 1651 Hobbes wiote 2 book called
Lecatan In i work Hobbes srgied that
matural aw made biolue monarhy the
best focm of government.

“Acontin o Fobbes, humars wers -
urally sl ac vilet. Theycoukd ntbe
ritad o make dciionson i o Left
1o themaaives, people would make e
“nasty, brutih, and short” Therstors,
Fonbes i, ey esded ey a govem.
mentthat had he pover ofa lvithan,or
o oo To Hobbes, his st th e
o King, bcause oy  iong s cold.
§ivepeopl direcion.

Why I John Locke lmportant? Another

Englich thinker John Locke thought diffr
ey, He used natural law fo affirm

Citzens” rights and to make government
newersble to the people.
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In 1690 John Locke oxplained many of
the ides of the Glorious Revolution in 3
book called Tioo Trestses of Governmet
Locke stated that government should be

‘based on naturl law. This law, said
Locke, gave ll people from thei bith
certin natural ights. Among, them
werethe ight o i, the ight o iberty,
‘and the ight to own property.

Locke believed that the purpose of

govemment i to protect these rights.
‘Al governments, ho sid, were basod
on a socal contract, o an agreement
between rulers and the people. If 3
ruler took away people’s natural
righs, the people had & ight to revolt and
Sotup a e govermment.
‘Who Was Montesquieu? Ergland's gover-
ment sfter the Glorious Revoluion was
dmied by thinkers in Fance. They lked it
baterthan thei oo sbeolute monarchy. In
1745 Baron Montesquien (e heKY0O),
2 Fronch thinker, publishod a book called T
St of L.

In this book, Montesquieu said that
England’s goverment was the  best
becauze

Separaion of pawers
Should be equaly divided smong, the
branches of govermmen, excutv,lgila
e, and Judicl The legiative branch
‘would make the s il the exective
branch would enforce shem. The jodical
branc would intepret th s and odge
whn they wers broken. By separaing

- AT 18 gt s o
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During the 17005, France became the
imajo center of the Enlightenment, As the
Enlightenment spread, thinkers in France
and clsewhers becarme. known by  the
French name plosphe. (e lah ZAW),
which means phlosopher” Most phi-
losophes wers weriters, teachers, ourmalcs,
and cherversofsoiety:

The philosophes wanted 1 use reason
1o change society. They attacked supers:
o, o unreasoned beles. They abo di
agred with Church leaders who opposed
new scientific discovrie. The phikcophes
eliev n both fredom of spacch and the
individualsright o berty. They used ther
il 2 writers 0 spres her s acros
Europe
Who Was VOltair? The grestet thinker of
e Enlightenment was Francois Marie:
Aroue known simply a Volaire (vH-TAR.
Born '  middle-lassfmily Vol wote
many rovels, plays, letters, and essays that
rought him fame and westh

Voltaie became known for his strong
dilke of the Roman Catholic Church.
He blamed Church leaders for keeping

Dutog the Etghtement, ppe-<ss s held gthrngs o
Wil st vt o, et sl it
Rome o i snd Gt st
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Who Was Diderot? penis
Diderot seas the French philo-
sophe who did the most to
spread Enlightenment idess.
‘With the help of riends, Diderot
published s lrge, 25 volume encyclopedia.
His projct, which bogan in the 17505, took
about 20 years to complte.

“The Encylopedi included a ide range
of topies, such as sience, eligion, govern.
ment, and the arts. It became an fmporant
svespon in the philosophes’ ight against
traditional ways. Many artcles attacked
superstiion and supported feedom of el
gion. Others called for changes that would
‘make socety more ust and caring,

The Enlightenment and Women The
Enlighinmen raised question sbout the
e of women insociety. Previosh,many
male thinkers clamed fhat women were

e important than men and had t be con-
trolled and proected. By the 17005, how-
ever, women thinkers began calling for
swommens rights. The most powerful sup-
porter of women's righis was the English
Seitr Mary Wollstonecrft. Many people
tocay see her s the founder of the modem
movement fr women's rights

In 1792 Mary Wollstonecrat wrote 2
ook called A Vindiction of the Kghts of
Womn. In this work, she cimed that all
humans have resson. Becatse women have
resson,theyshould have the same ights 2
men. Women, Wolltonecaft ssid, should
have equal rghts in education, the work-
place,and n plical lfe.

Rousseaw’s Social Contract By the late
17005, some European thinkers were start.
g t critcize Elightenment ides. Ome of
hise thinkers was Jean acques Rouseau
G etk eSO




[image: image8.png]Rousseau claimed that supporters of
the Enlightenment relie oo moch on ra-
son. Instead, people should pay more
attention to' their feslings. According
1o Rousseau, human beings were natu.
rally good, but civilized hfe corrupted
them, To improve themselves, he thought
people should live simpler ives closer

In 1762 Rousseau published a bock
called The Social Contract. In this work,
Rousseau presentad his politica idess.
A workable goverment, he ssid, should
be based on 2 socil contract. This is
an agreement in which everyone in
Society agrees 1o be govemed by the
eneral will, or what society as a whole

ALIITISID Describe Whowere the
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The Age of Absolutism

i) Many of Euopés monarck, wko

ey the wl f God,vied 1 model
ek coueries o Enighrenment s
ReadiogFoces I ouwere gvenhe chnc b
Jeadr,how woukyou e th eopeou e As
Youred, ik ot e powr Of Euop’ ks and
s during e 00 and 005

During the 16005 and 17005, many.

absolute, or tota, power. They claimed to
rule by divine right, or by the il of God.
“This meant that ulers did not answer o
theispoople, but rathe to God alene.
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£ 16005, France was ome of Europe's stromgest
natons. In 1643 Louis XIV came to the

throne. As king, Louis XIV was the most
§ coebated ablte monarch His rign of
£72 yoars—the longest in European his-
tory.—set the sty for Europe's kings and
queen. Louis was known a5 the Sun King,
the source of light fr his people and for
‘Europes nobles and rulrs.
Lo el on a uresuracy,but e s
the source of all piticl auhorty i France.
He s said to have boasted, " am the State”

Lo’ army foughtan o wars o expand.
Franee's teritory, but these conlicts were
‘costly in money and soldies o France The
King constant wars and excesive spencing
weskened France and the monarchy.

Frederick the Great Durin the 1600s and
17005, Germany was  collection f over 300
Separate states. Of these states, two—
Prussia (PRUH+shu) and Austria (AWS-
1t uh)—became grea European powers.

“The o oo P s wis
Frederick I also callod Frederick the Great.
He ruled from 1740 to 1786, As Prussia’s
king, Frederick strengthened the army and
fought wars to gain new teritory for
Prosia. He sk tried o bean “enlightencd
ruler” He supported the arts and learing
‘and trid to carry out enlghtened reforms.
He permited his people o spesk and pub-
lish more freely. e sleo allowed grter
rligious toleration.




