[image: image1.emf]


Activity and Debate:  
Truman vs. MacArthur?  



•  We will have a debate on Monday over Truman’s policy of a “Limited war” 
and “Containment” and MacArthur’s view of “Rollback” and a “General 
War”. 



•  A-M: MacArthur and Rollback  S-Z: Truman and Containment 
•  ASSIGNMENTS:  
•  1. Create a Pro’s and Con’s list 
•  2. Write a 250 word essay response on your position. You must include at 



least 3 PRIMARY SOURCES (such as the quotes provided to you in the 
assignments) in your essay, supporting your argument.  



•  Resources available on website: 
•  2 Containment vs. Rollback (completed yesterday) 
•  3 Interpreting the Korean War Truman vs Macarthur (homework last night) 
•  4 Limited war vs General War?  (Complete today and tonight) 
•  5 truman_and_macarthur_readings_and_questions (Complete today and tomorrow) 
•  When finished, we will engage in a debate.  



 Read more: http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/ 
0,9171,821524-2,00.html#ixzz137RiUNNx 
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DEBATE STRUCTURE AND TOPICS: 
TRUMAN SUPPORTERS:  



Truman should Fire MacArthur 
MAJOR DEBATE POINTS: 
-Pro Containment and Limited 
War 
-Defensive: Allow the enemy to 
act first and react 
-Allows the enemy to set the 
limits and terms of the war, but at 
least U.S. is not antagonizing 
them to war 
-further invasion could provoke 
Soviets into the war 
-a General should not contradict 
or publicly denounce a US 
President 



MACARTHUR SUPPORTERS:  
Keep MacArthur and follow his 



policies.  
MAJOR DEBATE POINTS: 
-Pro Rollback and General War 
-Offensive: Attack the enemy 
first!! 
-U.S. must set limits and terms of 
the war 
 
 
-Soviets will not engage in war 
-General has a duty to publicly 
object to wrong or mistaken 
policies of a civilian president 
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TRUMAN: CONTAINMENT

	PROS
	CONS

	Less chance of Nuclear war
	Can create bitterness which could erupt into war later, or even civil war, 

	Less casualities
	Just a theory: not been proven
Will it even work?

	Keep Communism from spreading
	Do not stop Communism outright

	Resources: people, money etc. not wasted
	Use taxpayer money to build up economies of Western Europe: Marshall Plan

	Keep peaceful relations between countries
	Not as effective, because still can spread

	
	Too passive, too weak, too soft; letting the enemy set the terms


MACARTHUR: ROLLBACK

	PROS
	CONS

	Quicker solution; gets rid of it
	Loss of more life

	Zero tolerance policy: established firm rules of engagement
	China and Russia get into the war: WWIII

	After Communism is out, can place democratic govt in
	Possibility of failure; Possibility of Nuclear war

	Can be proactive, engage, start to eliminate
	But does war work? Is war the answer? 

	
	War costs money and resources


