CONTACT IN THE CONGO

_—__M_

Henry Stanley was an English explorer of the Congo in the 1870s. Here is an incident he wrote about in his diar

Abont&OOA.M.weuwanm'ketphcewhmtbmwmmymncanoes.mmﬁv«gdtimo
themandcitcledmundus.Wemyedstillfoulongtime.bmmeybecameboldcrandbeganto
throw their wooden spears. Weshotourgtmsafewtimes,whichmadedwmleave.Drumsmcn
awakened the whole country, and homns blew deafening blasts. Some canoes boldly followed us.

Atz:OOP.u.wecaminwavayhrgcmeam.Mweuwamﬂeetofcmesmmemiddle
oftheltmm.Thecanoem,mndingup.gnvealoudshoutwhendwysawnamdblcwﬂwir
homslmdadnnem.looungupmam.wenwadgmﬂmmﬂwuoodﬂngﬁngdnwgh
evuynuvemdﬁbuofmubodiu;lﬂeqofjigmﬂcmbeadngdownmus.whichwm
biggaindumdmbmdunanythingwehadmu....nmmﬁofm.Am
cmbdﬂwmy,whhtwommofpadammadingup.wmmuide,ﬂwkbodmbcnd-
ingandswayingﬁkeabgtbuomchausdﬁvingdowntowudus. . . . The crashing sound of
luxedmm,hhundndblnﬂﬁomivoqhmnsaﬁa&rﬂﬂngchmt&om&ooomman&mam
did not help to calm our nerves.

Wehadmﬁmemmy.m&eﬁmmoememdﬂngdown,lmmedtotakeahstlookatmu
poﬂemmwmm%,uﬁmum;wﬁtmﬁlywmmﬁrmwmmm
goodaim.Don'uﬂﬁreat‘once.Keeplimingunﬁlyoumsmofymrmm. Don’t think of run-
ning away because only your guns can save you.”

Tbemmswrmthnedmﬁghtﬁormyboauuthmghitwmﬂdmnusdown;butwhen&m
SOyudsaway,itmervedwdxeside.Whenitwuneaiyoyposiwus,mcwmianhnwmeir
spears. . . .Bverymmdwutoonloctinmeﬁpping.aacklinggunﬁre... . We were angry
mw.ltwuammdcmuwoddandwefehfwd:eﬁmﬁmedmmhgmdmeﬁlmypeoplewho
lived in it. Wefollowedthemupltrmnn&lweuwtheirvﬂhges. We made straight for the riv-
ecbanks-and fought in the village streets. Wehuntedtheminthewoodsumilweﬁnallystopped.

TheKingofduOongontheﬁmequojimba. Heteishisvmionofthesameevem,asmmedtoaCathoﬁc
whowmitdown.'v _

Whenwehea;dtlmd)emnwithwhiteakinwuuavelingdownﬂieﬁver, we were open-
mouthed with surprise. WeMoqstill.Allnightlongmedmmswlddlcmmgenews-amm
withwhitetkin.l‘hatmm,weuidtommelm.hmawbiteﬂdn. He must have gotten that from
theﬁvakingdom.ﬁeiaoneofowbmdrmwhowudmwmdhmeﬂver.AHﬁfecomuﬁnm
the water, and in the water he has found life. Nowheisoomingbacktous.ﬂeheominghqme.
W

swept forward, my cance leadiag, the others following, with songs of joy and dancing, to eet
ﬂ:eﬁntwhiwmenoureyeshadeveueen-mdtohonorhim. : :

Bmaswecameneerhiscanoethmwereloudsounds:bang...bmg.. . and firesticks spit bits
of iron at us. We were frightened. Our mouths hung wide open and we could not shut them,
Things such as we had never seen, never heard of, never dreamed of . . . they were the work of



Several of my men plunged into the water, What for? Did they fly to safety? No, for others fell
down also in the canoes. Some screamed terribly, others were silent. They were dead, and blood
flowed from little holes in their bodies. “War,” I yelled. “That is war. Go back.” The canoes
sped back to our village with all the strength we could give to our arms.

That was not a brother. That was the worst enemy our country had ever scen. And still those
bangs went on. . . . Flying picces of iron whistled around us and fell into the water with a hiss-
ing sound. Our brothers kept on falling. We flew into our village, but they came after us. We
fled into the forest and threw ourselves on the ground. When we returned that evening our eyes
saw frightful things: our brothers, dead . . . , the river full of dead bodies. :

Nowmllme:lmdwwhiw;nmuuteduafaidy?omdo.nonpuktomofhim. You call us
wicked men, but you white men are much more wicked. You think because you have guns you
mt&keawayourlandmdmbelongings.Yonhavesicknminyom'hem. for that is not jus-

READ THE DOCUMENT - “CONTACT IN THE CONGO” THEN ANSWER THE
FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.

1. WHO WAS HENRY STANLEY?
WHERE WAS HE FROM?
2. WHAT WEAPONS DID STANLEY’S MEN HAVE?
WHAT TYPE OF WEAPONS DID THE AFRICAN’S HAVE?

3. NAME THE PLACE THIS DOCUMENT IS TALKING ABOUT?

4. DID THIS BATTLE START ON WATER OR LAND?
5. DEFINE A PRIMARY OR AN ORIGINAL SOURCE. (USE A DICTIONARY IF

NEEDED)
6. WOULD THIS DOCUMENT QUALIFY AS AN ORIGINAL SOURCE?

DISCUSS YOUR ANSWER

7. WHAT DID KING MOJIMBA THINK ABOUT THE WHITE MEN?

8. WHAT DID THE AFRICANS STATE THEY WERE TRYING TO DO FOR THE

WHITES?
9. WHAT WAS A FIRESTICK? _
10. AFTER READING BOTH STORIES ABOUT THIS CLASH WHAT SIDE DO YOU

BELIEVE?
DISCUSS YOUR ANSWER




