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World War II: Model Airplane Project! 
�  PURPOSE: To provide a cross-curricular approach by fusing history, 



mathematics and physics to create a successful flight of a model airplane! 
�  DIRECTIONS: In this project, you will work with a partner (or alone) to build 



a rubber-band powered airplane, based on a real WWII combat plane!  Here 
are the requirements:  



�  OPTIONS: You may buy a model set (discuss this with your parents first!), 
bring your own supplies to create your own design, or create it in Google 
Sketch. 
�  1) You must bring your own building materials, including: glue, balsa wood, light 



canopy paper, propeller, rubber bands, wheels, etc.  If this is a problem for your group, 
let me know.  20 points 



�  2) You must follow the blueprints of the model.  I have several to choose from; if you 
find your own, please let me know. 20 points 



�  3)  Your model should be scaled correctly and feature the correct proportions. 20 points 
�  4) You must color or paint your model to reflect how the aircraft actually looked.  



Include appropriate decals.  Research to discover how your plane looked. 20 points 
�  5) Your plane should fly!  The rubber band inside the plane should spin the propeller 



and allow the plane to accelerate through the air!  If in Google sketch, take screen shots 
of different positions to create a flying scene. 20 points 



ALTERNATIVES?  Alternatives will be considered under special circumstances 
DISCLAIMER:  STUDENTS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO CARRY TOOLS WITH 



THEM ON SCHOOL GROUNDS!  NO EXACTO KNIVES TO SCHOOL! I WILL 
PROVIDE THEM AND YOU MUST USE EXTREME CAUTION WHEN USING 
THEM!! 
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