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After Napoleon was defeated, it would
be almost 100 years before another major war
erupted in Europe involving all the coun-
ries. In the early 19005, however, tension
wvas growing amon the European povers.

Nationalism Nationalism, a feelng of
intense loyalty to one’s country, caused
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‘much of the tension in Europe. As you read.
in earlier chapters, nationalism 1ed to the
birth of new nations, such as laly and
Germany. The actions of Germany soon
challenged the position of older nations
cuch s Britsin and France. At the same
time, the spread of nationalism threatened
to break apart other counties in Europe.
‘Some groups of people, such as those in the
Austro- Hungarian | Empire, demanded
independent nations of thei own.

The Race for Empires Tensions in Europe
also grew ou of the desre of nations fo
enlage theis empies. As you read ealier,
European nations compete for colries i
Africs, Asi, and other parts of the world
These ot anly crested new markets and
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[image: image3.png]supplied raw material, they also added to
a nation’s prestge, o sense of grestnes.
Britsin and France already possessed
large overseas empires and wanted to
expand them even more. Germany, laly,
and Russia also wanted to increase their
holdings. Because few areas were lef to
colonize, expansion by one nation often
brought it nto conflctwith another.

iltary Buildup As natons compete for
colnies, they strengthened thei armies
and navies to protect ther inerets. f o
nation incrested its military migh, it
Tivls et thresened and bullt up ther own
military in rsponse. As 2 esult o these
buildups, Europeans were caught up in 2
sprt of miliarom (MH#loh»the ).
This term refers to  facination with war
and the milfary.

In this atmosphere of militarsm,
Germany, France, and Russia developed
Tuige s, They used conscription o il
thee ammies with sodiers. Conseription
(st SCRHPshuhn) requires citizen to

Serve in the miltary for a cerain period of
time. In the Urited State, people refer to
conscription as “the draft.”

Britain had the world's largest and
strangest navy. In the early 19005, Germany
began to build up it navy: The British saw
this action s 3 threat and began to build
even more warships. A biter rvalry soon
revw between Brtain and Germany.

Forming Alliances As militarism grev,
natons began to make alliance,or defense
agreements to help ach oher i warbreks
out. By 1914 wo majr alliances had been
formed. Germany, Ausiia-Hungary, and
Vsl banded ogethe i the Trpl Allance.
Botan, France, and Ruseia joned in the
Tiple Enente. An entente s AHNT) is
an understanding among nations.

The allance helped fo keep peace by
creating a balance o pover. A balance of
poveer Leepa any one ouriry from becom-
o to0 song, Yt Europe's alliances acu-
ally creted  reatdanger Amatiackomone.
mation was al that s needed to g a
war involing many couiris, Burope was
ke a barrel o gunpowder. Only 3 spark.
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[image: image4.png]was needed to set it off. It seemed likely
that the spark would be lt in Europe’s
Balkan Peninsul.

The Balkan rises In the exly 1900, the
Balkan Peninsula in southesstern Europe.
was a hotbed of nationaist ivalres, For
handreds of years,the Otoman and the
Austro Hungaran Empires had rled the

‘The Russians, who were Slavs as well,
backed Serbia. Austria-Hungary, fearing.
the South Slavsintheir empire would want
to break away, tried to limit Serbia's
growth. In 1908 Austria-Hungary took over
Serbia’s neighbor, Bosnia, from the
Ottomans. The Serbs were furious. They
weanted Bosnia to be part of thei country.

With Russian support, the Serbs pre-
pared for war. Then Emperor Willim Il of
Germany demanded that Russia sccept
Austria-Hungary's takeover of Bosnia or
Face war with Germany. Russia backed
down. However, it was determined ot to
be humiliated by Germany again.

In 1912 the Balkan LeagueBulgaria,
Greece, Montenegro, and Serbia—declred
wwar on the Ottoman empire. As 3 result,
the Trks lost nearly al their European ter-
ritory. However, the Balkan League soon

had won in the war, so Bulgaria
attacked the Greeks and Serb. The Turks

saw their chance to win back land and
attacked Bulgaria. The Traty of Bucharest
ended the fighting, but Europeans
expected the Balkan region to go to war
again soon.

Identify What wes thedon-
gor ceated by formingallnces?

Assassination of an
Archduke Junezs, 1914

Archuke Fanz Fedinand of Austia-
Hungary visited Sarjevo i June of
1914 with his wife Sophie. Sarjevo
was ity n the Austro-Hongarian
Empire. Some people who lved i that
partofthe empie wanted to b free
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The spark thatfinaly st off a majorwar
was It in Sarsjevo (saxeuhe YAY+voh), 3
small town in Bosnia. There,in June 1914,
man named Gavrilo Princp shot and killed
Archuke Frana Ferdinand (FRANZ FUHE+
duhnesse), heir 1o the throne of Austria-
Hungary. Prncip was 2 member of  secret
nationalist group called the Black Hand.
This group wanted the Bosnian Serbs,ruled
by Austria-Hungary, to be ruled by Serbia
Austria-Hungary blamed the Serbisn
govemment for the srchduke's death.

It declared war on Serbia. Russia, Serbia’s.
ally, began mobilization (w0 bunsuh +
Z4Yeshuhn), or assembly and movement
of troaps. By mobilizing, Russia showwed
that it was ready to go fo war to protect
Serbia. Germany then showed its support
of Austria-Hungary by declaring war
on Russia. Shortly after, France entered
the war on the side of Russia. Germany's
plan for attacking France required
German troops to go through Belgium.
Britain had promised to help Belgium
stay neutral, z0 when Germany invaded
Belgium, Britain declared war on
Germany too.

When the war broke out in 1914, France,
Russia, and Great riain becaime known 25
the Alles. Later, in 1915, aly joined them.
Austria-Hungary, Germany, the Ottoman
empire, and Bulgaria were known as the
Central Ponvers.
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World War I took place on the Western
Fron, the battle zone between France and
Germany. There, the French and the Bitsh
stopped the German advance in September
1914 However, the batle line barely moved.
forthrceyears.

Troops on both sides dug themselves nto
the ground in trenches protected by barbed
wire, This kind of fighting is called trench
warfare. To get at the enemy, soldiers on
each side had to climb out of renches and
cross open land while machine guns and
artillery—modern versions of cannons—
Fired at them. I major battles, several hun-

A New Kind of War World War 1, slso
called the Great Was, was different from
any earler war. Both sides developed new,

through enemy lines. Machine guns fired
bulets one sfter the other at 3 apid speed.
Huge artillery guns fired shells more than
75 miles (120 kim). Pison gases were used
for the first fime, and fanks and
Aamethrowers were introduced. Newly
developed submarines sttacked ships at
Sea, while early versions of airplanes bat-
ted i the sky.

World War 1 was also the fist war in
which civiians, or people who are not sol-
diers, were important o winming the war As
the war dragged on, it became a total war.
This means governments made use of all
their resources and. people. Total war
affected the lves of al ciizens, not just
“oldiers.

Supplies had to be made and bought for
millons of scldier. To do this, governments
decided what civilians could buy and sell.

Solers i trnches during
et nWoridWor |




[image: image7.png]‘They used rationing, or a system of limiting.
the amount of foods and materials in use.
They controled trade and took over indus-
trie and raioads.

“Total war alsold to government control
of public opinion. Wartime governments
used propaganda (s puh GAN»duh), or
biased government-controlld information,
to shape what people thought about the
war. The goverment also controlled what
was printed in newspapers and sometimes
even stopped their publication.
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‘When World War  began, .S, president

‘Woodrow Wilson declared that the United
States svas mot supporting ither side. “We
must be impartial [not involved] in thought
s el asinaction.” Despite the presdent’s
plea, many Americans ook sides.
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Germans began using the world's first
oceangeing submarines. The Germans
called them Ubeats. In February 1915, the
Germans warned that U-bosts would sink
any ship siling the waters around Britsn.
Despite the warning,the Briish passen-
ger liner Lusitania entered the war zone.
A German submarine fired on the ship,
Killing nearly 1,200 passengers—including
128 Americans. Many Americans were

The Western Front
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outraged, but the U-boats kept sinking
ships. By 1916, however, German leaders
had grown worred that the United States
‘might enterthe war. They promised to give
ships warning beforesinking them, 5o peo-
e could get off safely.

United States Declares War in January
1917, 2 German offical named Arthur
Zimmermann cabled the German ambas-
Sador in Mexico. In the cable, Zimmermann.
proposed that Mexico ally itself with

Germany if war broke out between §
Germany and the United State. I e, §
Moo would regain “lost tersitory in |
Toxas, New Mevico, and Arizona” afer
the war. The British imercepted. the
Zimmermann. telgram and gave it to
Ameican newspaper Outaged Americans
began demanding war with Cermany.

n February, German._submarines
began sinking ships again without warn-
ing, German leaders knew the attacks
might dra th Urited Sttes nto the war
However, they. did not believe that
Amerians coud mabilze quickly enough
1o save he Ale.Between February
Narch 21, U-boats sak six American mer-
chant ships without warning. On APrl
1917, Prsident Wison asked Congres 1
declire wa on Germany:

ATITIEIED Expain Wy ddthe
Ut Saes o i et oy
Wi

What Did You Learn?

1. Whathogpenedin sseoin
1914 sy g

2 ame thre tings e to

Worawer,

Critcal Thinking

3 Organizng nformation
i chrt e th o bl
0t th countre
foughtinwordwar .

5. Cause and ffct iy dd
the ks e o 5
o vt

5. Analyze wiy wasword
Vrt5 s

Expository Wrting wrte s

esdine o b et

abost e US enty intoworld

r LDl e ressonshy

h United Sses fsly

e

2

e

Cortrones]

4 Explain what s miasm.

o what s it e
incurcpe?





