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American Neutrallty e e o e Sl o et

LETXIETY The Unied States triad to remain Many naturally favored their countries of
neutral in the war In Europe. origin. Some of the 8 million Americans of

Cerman or Austrian descent and the 45 mil-
History and You Do you think the newspaper
1 your Gty of town reports on national events lion Irish Americans—who hated the British

accurately? Read how propaganda influenced because they ruled Ireland—favored the Cen-

e's idaas about the war In Ewope. tral Powers.

P President Wilson, favored the Allies. Ties of
resident Wilson had to make some difficult  Janguage, customs, and traditions linked the

dedisions. He declared that the United States United S¢ates to Great Britain. President
would be neutral in the war in Europe. Most Wilson told the British ambassador: “Every-
Americans did not think that the war con-  thing I love most in the world Is at stake.” A
cernad them. Many shared the view expressed  Garman victory “would be fatal to our form

in an edttorial in a New York newspaper. of government and American ideals.”
Dewnde o _ _ Using Propaganda
“Ther is nothing reasonable in such awar . _and it To gain support, both sides in the war used

woudd be [foolish] for this country to sacrfice self © Y o 0030anda. This term describes information

Workd to destructon’ —Som B Ny Wt S stressed, or called attention to, the Cerman

~invasion of neutral Belgium and included

Despite pleas for neutrality, Americans horror stories of Cerman atrocities. It called
soon began to take sides. More than one-third the Germans “Huns" and barbarians.
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War at Sea: The Submarine

The United States began bullding itz own
submarine fleet during the war. The fastest

of 14 knots (a tthe more than 16 milles par hour).

0 The conning tower is the attack center. O The rudder steers the vessel

9 The diving rudders guide the submarine O About 12 torpedoes could be
camed at a time.

to differznt dzpths.

Captured German submarine
on display m Hoboken, New
Amencan submarines reached a top surface speed Jersey, 1919 »
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Critical Thinking

The propaganda from the Central Powers
was equally horrible, but because of sympa-
thy for the British, Allied propaganda was
more effactive in influencing Americans.

America’s Early Involvement

Trade between the United Setates and the
Allies helped build support for the Allied
cause. As a neutral nation, America sought to
trade with both sides. However, Britain's
blockade of Germany made this difficult.

headed for German ports, the British navy
[] often seized the ships’ goods. The United

States protested that its ships should be able
to pass without interference. The British
responded with the defense that they were
fighting for their survival. “If the American
shipper grumbles,” wrote a London newspa-
per, “our reply is that this war is not being
conducted for his pleasure or profit.” The
US. government could do nothing about the

Contyol room

1. Naming What part of the craft guided the submarine up and down?
2. Predicting How might submarine warfare lead to U.S. entry into the war?

Crew's qumgrs

blockade. Barred from trading with Cermany,
it continued trading with Britain.

Indeed, American trade with the Allies
soared. In addition, Great Britain and France
borrowed billions of dollars from American
banks to help pay for thelr war efforts. All
this business caused an economic boom In
the United Seates. It also upset the Cermans,
who watched the United States—supposedly
a neutral nation—helping the Allies.

Seopping and searching American ships m Submarine Warfare

To stop American aid to Britain, Germany
stated in February 1915 that it would sink any
vessels that entered or left British ports. Presi-
dent Wilson wamed that the United States
would hold Germany responsible for any
American lives lost in submarine attacks. The
Cermans ignored Wilson's threat. On May 7,
1915, a German U-boat torpedoed the British
passenger liner Lusitania near the coast of
Ireland. The captain reported:



Py Sovwce

“| saw a torpado speeding toward us, and immediately
| tried to change ouwr course, but was unable to
[manewver] out of the way There was a ®mible impact
as the torpedo struck the starboard side of the vessel,
and a second torpedo followed almost immediately”
—Som W T. Tumer, captaia of Be Lusitania

More than 1,000 people died, including 128
American citizens, when the Lusitania sank
Americans were outraged, and President Wil-
son denounced the attack. Later it was learned
that the ship carried war materials.

Within a few months, several Americans
were injured when a Cerman U-boat attacked
the unarmed French passenger ship Sussex.
Cermany feared that the Americans might
enter the war To pardon Hself, Cermany
offered money to people who were injured on
the Sussex and promised to warn neutral ships
and passenger vessels before attacking. The
Sussex Pladge seemed to resolve the issue.

Al Describing What Is e pumpose

The End of Neutrallty

Relatons with Germany worsaned, and
the Unitad States enterad World War L

History and You Why did the United States enter
Into 3 war with Irag In 20037 Read to leam why the
Unned States Snally entered World Wer |.

sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss

Thecﬂslsovermbmmewadmlede
gress, in the summer of 1916, to pass legisla-
tion to strengthen the military. Congress
doubled the size of the army and provided (3
funding for the construction of new navy
warships. President Wilson still hoped, how-
ever, to stay out of the war.

Antiwar sentiment remained very strong. |
Some Americans saw the nation’s military
buildup as a step toward entering the war
Thephrase"He[Wllson]KechsOuto{[.
War” became the Democrats” campaign slo-
gan in 1916. Wilson, however, only narrowly
defeated the Republican candidate, Charles
Evans Hughes.
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What If the British Had Not

Intercepted the Zimmermann Note?

In January 1917, German foredgn minister Arthar
Zmmermann that Meaco help Germany if the
Unitad States entered the war. A British official

intercepted Zimmemann's telegram.

“We shall endeavor . . . to keep the United
States of America neutral. In the event of
this not succeeding, we make Mexico a

on our part that Mexico

understanding
is to reconguer the lost territory in Texas,
New Mexico, and Arizona.”

Reaction to Telegram

The Zimmermann telegram angerad Americans and helped build
popular seatiment for the war. Then, in mid-March, four Amenican
merchant ships were sunk without waming. On April 2, 1917,
President Wilson asked Congress to declare war on Garmany.

If there were no Zimmermann note, do you
think the United States would have: (a) entered the war
when it did in Apl; (b) entered the war at 3 later me;
or () mot been drawn into the war at all? Explaim.

N

On the Brink of War

In January 1917, Germany announced that
it would sink on sight all merchant vessels,
armed or unarmed, sailing to Allied ports.
The Germans knew they risked bringing
Americans into the war. However, the Ger-
mans believed they could defeat the Allies be-
fore the United States became too involved.
An angry President Wilson broke off diplo-
matic relations with Germany.

Then a few weeks later, British agents
interceptad a secret telegram sent by the Ger-
man foreign minister, Arthur Zimmermann.
It offered an alliance with Mexico against the
United Seates if war broke out. Newspapers
publishad the Zimmermann telegram, and
Americans reacted angrily to the German
offer. The telegram set off a new wave of anti-

Cerman feeling.

Revolution In Russia

Dramatic events continued to push the
United States Into the war. First, in March
1917 a revolution—a war to overthrow the
government—+took place in Russia. The Rus-

slan people overthrew the monarchy and
established a temporary government that
promisad free elections. The new Russian
govemnment also vowed to continue the fight
to defeat Germany.

This change from an autocracy, in which
one person with unlimited powers rules, toa
more democratic t, raised Allies
hopes. Wilson could now argue that the Allies
were fighting a war for democracy.

Other critical events took place at sea. In
March 1917, within a few days’ time, the Ger-
mans attacked and sank four American mer-
chant ships. Thirty-six lives were lost.

President Wilson continued to struggle
with his conscience. His cabinet, on the other
hand, strongly favored war. One government
official later explained:

Prsusy Soumce

“if we had stayed out of the war and Germany had won
there would no longer have been a balance of power in
Europe or a British fleet to support the Monre

—from “The Duties of the Citlzen,” 1917



America Enters the War

President Wilson decided that the United
States could no longer remain neutral. On the
cold, rainy evening of April 2, 1917, he asked
Congress for a declaration of war against
Cermany:

Prsuasy Sowwce

“The world must be made safe for democracy. . . .
... It is a fearful thing to lead this great, peaceful
people into war, into the mast ternble and
disastrous of all wars. . . . But the right is more
precious than peaca’
—tmm Democracy foday: An Amerkan Intepretation

Congress did not agree at once to a war
resolution. In the end, however, most mem-
bers agreed that the nation must defend its
rights If it wished to remain a great world
power. As a result, Congress passed a decla-
ration of war, and Wilson signed it on April 6.
Fifty-six members of the House and Senate
voted against war. One of those 56 was Jean-
nette Rankin of Montana—the first woman to
serve as a representative in Congress.

4

B The United States had to ralse an army |

quickly. On May 18, Congress passad the
Selective Service Act, setting up a military
draft. Men aged 21 to 30 registered by the
millions. By war’s end, some 24 million men
hadmslsmad.(xmem,abouwnulllmwem["
called to serve. Another 2 million joined vol-
untarily. In addition, for the first time, women
enlisted In the armed forces. They served in
noncombat roles, such as radio operators,
clerks, and nurses. |

More than 300,000 African Americans
joined the armed forces, but they faced dis-
crimination and racism. Most held low-level
jobs at military bases. Among the 140,000
African American soldiers sent to Europe,
40,000 fought in combat. Many served with
honor, incduding a regiment that received
medals for bravery from France. One of its
members, Henry Johnson, was the first Amer-
ican to recelve the French Croix de Guerre
[Cross of War], 2 medal for bravery.

Describing What was the
pumpose of the Selective Service Act?




Supplying the Allles

Amesican troops helped tum e tide In favor of the
Allies.

History and You Can you complete a task more

quickly by working slone or by working with 3 team?
Read to learn how the Amenican soldiers fought with
the Allles in the war.

-------------------------------------

In 1917 the Allies desperately needed the
help of American soldiers. Years of trench
warfare had exhausted the Allied armies.
Some French troops refusad to continue fight-
ing after a failed offensive in 1917. The British
started to run out of war supplies and food,
s0 their people were starving. Furthermore,
Cerman submarines were taking a deadly toll
on Allied shipping. They sank one of every
four ships that left British ports.

American entry into the war made an
immediate difference. To ensure that needed
supplies reached Great Britain, the US. Navy
helped the British destroy Cerman subma-
rines. Then convoys, or teams, of navy
destroyers escorted groups of merchant ships
across the Atlantic.

Primary

tags

wource

Dog Tags Before World War |, the U.S. military
often had a difficult time identfying dead
soldiers after a battie. By 1917, each
~ Amexican soldier was required to wear
an identification badge around the

-ek.Sohiiemidtmedtfm‘dng

If Cerman submarines wanted to attack a
merchant ship, they had to get past the Amer-
ican ships protecting it The convoy system
worked well. In one year it reduced Allied
shipping losses from 900,000 to 300,000 tons
per month. With the convoy system, not one
American soldier bound for Europe was lost
to submarine attack.

Russlan Withdrawal

The Allies also needed more troops because
of a second revolution in Russia. In March
1917, Czar Nicholas II, leader of the Russian
Empire, gave up his throne In the firs¢ revolu-
tion. Political leadership was handed to a
temporary government that supported the
war. This government, however, was unable
to solve major problems, such as food short-
ages, that plagued the nation.

In November 1917, riots broke out over the
government’s handling of the war and over
the scarcity of food and fuel. The Bolsheviks,
a group of Communists, overthrew the dem-
ocratic Russian government and established
a Communist government. Lad by Viadimir
Lenin, the Bolsheviks wanted to pull out of
the war so they could concentrate their efforts
on setting up a new Communist state.

S Soldiers' IDs

Making Inferences Why do you think
Wﬂmsﬂd&mps-inwm




Lenin took Russia out of the war, and In Paris. After years of stalemate along the West-
March 1918, he signed the Treaty of Brest- ern Front—the area along the French-Cerman
Litevsk with Cermany. As a result of this border—it looked as if Cermany might win
treaty, Russia lost substantial territory to the the war.

Cermans. Russia’s withdrawal from the war
allowed the Germans to move thousands of  American Troops Arrive In France
troops from the Eastern Front, or line of bat- In May 1917, General John J. Pershing

tle, to the Western Front in France. was named supreme commander of the
American Expeditionary Force (AEF), the
New German Offensive American army In Furope. American corre-

In March 1918, the Germans launched a spondent Floyd Gibbons described the wel-
massive attack along the Western Front. Ger-  come for the first American troops to arrive in
man military leaders hoped to drive a wedge France:
in the Allied lines. They wanted to capture
the city of Amiens before proceeding to Paris. | Pamasy Sowmce
Between March and June 1918, the Cermans “The sooty girders of the Gare du Nord [railroad

hammered at Allied lines. They pushed the stafion] shook with cheers when the special train
Allies back to within 40 miles (64 km)of[im'n,_

—y .. A minute later, there was a tenific roar from beyond
mstoriouunu the walls of the station. The crowds cutside had heard
Student Wab Acthity Vist ;o000 (07 and complets th the cheering within. . . . Panis took Pershing by storm””
e —from “And They Thought We Wouldn' Fight”
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The AEF was ready for battle in Europe by
the spring of 1918. The French and British
wanted to use the American soldiers to build
up their own troops. However, General
Pershing refused. He preferred to keep the
AFEF a separate force.

Doughboys In Battle

American soldiers, or “doughboys,” saw
their first serious fighting in early June 1918,
They were nicknamed “doughboys” because
of their brass uniform buttons that resembled
boiled dough dumplings, a popular food. In
June, the AEF helped turn back a German
offensive at Chiteau-Thierry on the Mame
River east of Paris. The American troops
then advanced to nearby Belleau Wood. For
24 hours a day for the next three weeks,
American forces fought their way through
the forest against a solid wall of German
machine-gun fire.

African Americans in World War |

World War | gave Afncan Amencans the opportunity to show their loyalty and
patriotism. In 1917 the War Department created two divisions of primanily

African Amenican combat units. Discrimination remained, however. Units were
forced 1o train separately. Four regiments fought alongside the French, where

they were treated as equals and fought valiantly.

“These Negroes are Amer-

ican citizens. Naturally |

cannot and will not

discriminate against these  fought on the front lines

soldiers.” for 191 days, five days

i e | S gt cin
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Croix de Guerre madal
for bravery. b

Critical Thinking

soldiers wanted to stay in Europe after the war?

The Americans and the French fought back
Cerman attacks on Allied forces along the
Mame and the Somme Rivers and stopped the
Cerman offensive. General Pershing wrote
that the battles had “turmned the tide of war.”

The Battle of the Argonne Forest

The Allies now began an offensive of thelr
own. In mid-September, about 500,000 Amert-
can soldiers fought and defeated the Cermans
at Saint Mihiel, east of Verdun. Later that
month, more than 1 million American troops
joined the Allies in the Battle of the Argonne
Forest. It became the most massive attack in
American history.

The Battle of the Argonne Forest raged for
nearly seven weeks. Soldiers struggled over
the rugged, heavily forested ground. Rain,
mud, barbed wire, and fire from German
machine guns hindered the Allies” advance.
Many lives were lost.



The Battle of the Argonne Forest ended in
early November. The Allies had pushed back
the Germans and broken through the enemy
lines. The Germans now were faced with an
invasion of thelr own country.

Although the war led to many acts of
bravery, the actions of two Americans cap-
tured the nation’s imagination. During the
fighting at Argonne Forest, Corporal Alvin
York killed several German soldiers, cap-
tured machine guns, and took 132 prisoners.
Captain Eddie Rickenbacker was a member
of the %4th Aero Squadron. He fought in 134
air battles and shot down 26 aircraft. Both
York and Rickenbacker were awarded the
Medal of Honor for thelr actions.

Summariing Wy was the
Battle of the Argonne Forest Important?

The End of the War

By late 1918, Germany was losing the
war and appealad for an amistice to end the fighting.
History and You Think about the reasons a nation
dedides © stop fighting a war. Read to leam why
Gearmany asked for peace.

sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss

While fighting raged along the Western
Front, Germany’s allies faced certain defeat. In
late 1918, the Ottoman Empire was on the
brink of collapse, and a revolution engulfed
Austria-Hungary. Street protests in Vienna,
Budapest, and other cities led to the end of the
centuries-old empire. In October 1918, the eth-
nic territories within the empire began to
break away. Poland, Hungary, and Czecho-
slovakia, for example, declared independence.

By early in November, the governments of
Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman Empire
had surrendered to the Allled Powers.

Request for an Armistice

Meanwhile, military leaders in Germany
realized they had little chance of winning the
war. American troops and supplies had forti-
fiad and added new determination to the
Alliad war effort. In addition, the Cermans
on the home front were suffering greatly from
savere shortages of food and other needed
supplies.

On October 4, 1918, the German govern-
ment appealed to President Wilson for an
armistice. An armistice Is an agreement to
end the fighting Wilson consented, or agreaed,
but only under certain conditions. Germany
must accept his plan for peace and promise
not to renew hostilities. All German troops
must leave Belgium and France. Finally, Wil-
son would deal only with dvilian leaders, not
with the military.

While German leaders considered Wilson's
demands, political unrest erupted in Germany.
On November 3, satlors in Kiel, the main base
of the Cerman fleet, revolted. Within days,

groups of workers and soldiers seized power
in other German towns. As the revolution
spread, the Cerman kaiser, or emperor,
decided to step down. On November 9, Ger-
many was declared a republic. The new lead-
ers of Cermany agreed to Wilson's terms for
an armistice.

Peace Begins

The armistice on November 11,
1918—the 11th hour on the 11th day of the
11th month. Cermany agreed to withdraw all
land forces west of the Rhine River, withdraw
its fleet to the Baltic Sea, and surrender huge
amounts of equipment. The fighting stopped,
and the Great War ended. President Wilson
said:

Pruiy Sovwce

“Everything for which America fought has been accom-
plshed. It will now be our fortunate duty to assist by exam-
ple, by sober fiendly counsel and by matenal aid in the

establishment of a just democracy $woughout the workd”
—fnm “Prdamation of the Ammistice with Germany™

Describing What condtions did
Germany accept © end the Sighting?

;



Mobllizing the Natlon

(L.ETXITRY The United States prapared to fight
the war.

History and You If you have 3 summer job, do you
manage tha work for someone who Is on vacation?
Read to learn how the United States had to adjust its
woridorce durting World War |

D R R R

Atier the United States declared war on
Cermany In 1917, Americans began focusing
their enargies on getting ready to fight the
war. Mobilization, or the gathering of
resources and the preparation forwar, affected
almost every part of American life.

To ensure production of vital war materi-
als, the government created the National War
Labor Board in April 1918. The board pres-
sured businesses to grant some of the most
important demands of workers. As a result,
workers won an eight-hour working day.
They also received overtime pay, equal pay
for women, and the right to form unions. In
return, workers agreed not to go on strike.

E] Workers During the War

To pay for the war, the United States gov-
emnment sold war bonds and Increased taxes.
Then industries had to expand In order to
produce war materials. During this time, |
however, there was a labor shortage. Millions
of men left their jobs to serve in the armed
forces. Also, Immigration slowed during the
war. Fewer immigrants were arriving to take
on the jobs. [']

The labor shortage provided new job
opportunities for women. Many women
joined the workforce for the first time by tak-
ing on jobs previously held by men. _

The prospect of finding good jobs also
brought hundreds of thousands of African
Americans to Northem cities from the rural
South. From 1914 to 1920, between 300,000
and 500,000 African Americans left their
homes in the rural South to settle in Northern
cities and find jobs. This huge population
movement was known as the Great
Migratien. In addition, thousands of
Mexicans migrated to the United Setates in
search of jobs.
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Bullding Support The Committee on Public Information

launched a massive campaign to build support for the war.
Posters were an important part of this campaign.

IEYWCA

Producing Supplies

The United States had to produce food not
only for its own needs but also for the Allies.
President Wilson appointed Herbert Hoover
to head a new Food Administration. This
agency’s campaign encouraged American
farmers to produce more and persuaded the
public to eat less.

The Food Administration also put price
controls on many agricultural products to
encourage voluntary rationing, or the limi-
tation of use. As a result of such efforts,
Americans consumed, or used, less food,
expanded food production, and increasad
food exports.

Another government agency, the War
Industries Board, supervised the nation’s
industrial production. The board's responsi-
bilities included overseeing the changeover
of factories to produce war-related goods and
setting prices for key consumer products.
Finally, the Fuel Administration managed the
nation’s coal and oil To save energy, the

E
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Just Enough” and *Use
| All Leftovers™ remindad Americans to

agency introduced daylight savings time and
called for “Heatless Mondays.”

Moblilizing Support

[~ The faderal government also needed to
mobilize public support for the war Antiwar
sentiment remained strong even after the
United States entered the war. The president
appointed joumalist George Creel to head the

nCommmee on Public Information. The pur-
pose of the committee was to promote the war
as a battle for democracy and freedom.

[~ The Committee on Public Information
launched a massive propaganda campaign.
The Committee distributed millions of pro-
war pamphlets, posters, articles, and books,
and it provided newspapers with govem-
ment accounts of the war and advertisements.
The committee hired speakers, writers, art-

| ists, and actors to build support for the war.

Explaining Why did the United
a shortage during the eary days
of World War I?




During the war, the Committee on Public
Public Opinion and the War Information began trying io silence [l

During World War |, the American Dissent is disagreement or opposition. It
govemment approved lagislation to contml public portrayed people who were against the war
opinion. as unpatriotic. The Esplenage Act of 1917

History spoken out against gave the government a new weapon to
d&mfgmuha combat dissent to the war. The law pro-
tried to stop people from spasiing cut against the war vided stiff penalties for espionage, or spy-
..................................... ing. People who aided the enemy or
interfered with army recruiting also could

World war 1 helped the American econ- | pa Y "

Yet the had harmful effects penalized.

omy. et hagyed m on Congress passed even harsher measures in
American society. To create a sense of national 1918—the Sabetage Act and the Sedition

unity, the government tried to stlence 0pposi- [ Act, These laws made It a crime to say, print,
tion. Some Americans became intolerant of or write any critidsm perceived, or recog-

those who were different nized, as negative about the government
Such acts were considered sabotage—secret
Controlling Public Opinion action to damage the war effort. Thousands

Even after America entered the war, 0ppo-  of people were convicted under the laws.
sition to it remained strong. Some German Some people spoke out against these laws
Americans and Irish Americans sympathized  and the intolerance they produced. Most
with the Central Powers. Many socialists— Americans, however, believed that In war-
people who believe industries should bepub-  yyme no measure could be “too drastic”
licly owned—opposed the war. They thought  toward trattors and disloyal Americans.
it would only help rich business owners and
hurt working people. Pacifists—people who  (IITINENE) Making Inferences Why do you
are opposed to the use of violence—were also think Congress passad laws 1o penalze paople who
against the war. crticized the government?
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Making a Peace

LEZXITEY World War | ended, but the Allies
opposed Wilson's plan for peaca.

History and You Think about the destruction
caused by war. Read to leam why the Allles wamtad
to punish Germany.
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World leaders from 27 nations gathered in
Parts, France, In January 1919. They met for
the peace conference following World War 1.
When President Woodrow Wilson arrived in
the city, huge crowds cheered him. With great
hope, Europeans looked to Wikon to help
build a better postwar world, but enormous
problems lay ahead.

Europe was in ruins. Its landscape, farms,
and towns were destroyed. The human losses
were huge. France, Russia, Cermany, and
Austria-Hungary each lost between 1 million
and 2 million people in the fighting. Millions
more were wounded. More than 50,000 Amer-
icans were killed in battle, while another

A 4

. f
>y the Yumbers

60,000 soldiers died from disease. Estimates
put the number of soldiers killed worldwide
at nearly 9 million. Millions of civilians also
lost their lives.

Europe faced social and political turmoil
Millions of people were homeless and hun-
gry, and dvil war raged in Russia. Poles,
Czachs, and other peoples struggled to form
their own nations. The search for peace and
stability was difficult.

Wilson's Fourteen Points

Woodrow Wilson had a vision of a just and
lasting peace. He outlined his peace plan in
the Fourteen Pelnts. Several of the propos-
als dealt with adjusting boundaries in Europe
and creating new nations. These points
reflected Wilson's belief in “national self-
determination”—the right of the people to
decide how they should be govemed.

Wilson also proposed a number of prind-
ples for conducting international relations.
They Included calls for free trade and free-
dom of the seas.

The Human Cost of War

Military Deaths



In addition, Wilson supported an end to
sacret treaties or agreements among nations.
He also called for limits on arms and peaceful
settlement of disputes over colonies.

[ League of Nations

Wilson's final, or last, point was the cre-
ation of a League of Natlons. The League’s
member nations would help preserve peace
and prevent future wars. They would respect
and protect one another’s independence.

At first, many Europeans welcomed
Wilson's ideas, but problems developed when
nations put their own interests first. Akso,
some of Wilson's points did not provide clear
solutions to difficult questions, such as how
to achieve, or accomplish, self-determination
in regions where different ethnic groups lived

| closely together.

The Allies Disagree

The Allies did not invite either Germany or
Russia to the peace talks. The major partici-
pants were called the Big Four. In this group
was President Wilson; Prime Minister David

Lloyd George of CGreat Britain; France’s
premier, Georges Clemenceay; and Halian
prime minister Vittorio Orlando.

The European leaders showed little enthu-

slasm for the Fourteen Points. Wilson
opposad punishing the defeated nations. In

contrast, the Europeans sought revenge.
Clemenceau wanted to make sure that

Germany could never invade France again.
He believed that Germany should be broken
up into smaller countries. Both he and Lloyd
George demanded that Cermany make large
reparations, or payments, for the damage
Germans causad in the war. Wilson struggled
to uphold the principles of his Fourteen
Points at the Paris meeting, yet he was forced
to compromise or give in to the demands of
the other Allies.

At the same time, the Allies had to decide
how to deal with the new Bolshevik govern-
ment of Russia. Fearing the spread of
communism, France, Britain, and the United
Seates supported anti-Bolshevik forces fight-
ing in a civil war for control of Russia. All
three countries sent troops to Russia.



The Treaty of Versallles

o by B Gm';i Opposition at Home

signed the Treaty of Versallles. The treaty
dealt harshly with the Cermans but because
they were defeated, they had no choice but to
sign. Under the treaty’s terms, Cermany had
to accept full responsibility for the conflict. It
had to pay billions of dollars in reparations to
the Allies. Also, Cermany had to disarm com-
pletely and give up its overseas colonies and
some territory in Europe.

The treaty carved up the Austro-Hungarian
and Russian Empires as well. New nations
were created and old nations restored. The
new nations fulfilled Wilson's vision of
national self-determination. Border disputes,
however, would lead to future conflicts.

Wilson succeeded in having the League of
Nations included in the treaty. He believed
that the League would correct any mistakes

The U.S. Senate rejectad the Treaty of
Versallles and the League of Nations.

History and You Think about how Americans might
have felt after World Wer |. Read to leam how the LS.
Senate reacted to the treaty and the League of
Nations.

D I R I I N R R

Wlkmpmtedme'nmlyoﬂkmamesto
the US. Senate for ratification In July 1919.
“Dare we reject it and break the heart of the
world?"” he asked. In spite of Wilson's plea, a
difficult struggle lay ahead.

Many Americans had doubts about the
treaty. Some thought it dealt too harshly with
Cermany, while others worried that the
League of Nations marked a permanent
American commitment to International
affairs.

in the rest of the treaty.

s hua® Mdentifying Cause and
Effect Why didnt Great Britain, France, and haly

support Wikson's Fourteen Poimts?

Some Republicans viewed it as an oppor-
tunity to weaken the Democratic Party before
the upcoming elections of 1920. Other sena-
tors had sincere concemns about the treaty,
particularly the League of Nations. A few

senators opposed signing any treaty.

jl.odgevs.wnson

The most powerful opponent of the treaty
was Henry Cabet Ledge of Massachusetts.
Lodge was head of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee and a longtime foe of
President Wilson. Lodge said that member-
ship in the League would mean that:

Prsary Soumce
“American troops and Amencan ships may be cedered
10 ary part of the world by nations other than the
United States, and that is a proposition to which |, for
one, can never assant”

—from Vital Forces \n Cavrent Events, 1920

Lodge delayed a vote on the treaty so that
opponents could present thedr cases. He then
proposed a number of reservations that would
limit America’s obligations under the treaty.

In 1919 the Republicans controlled the
Senate, which had to ratify the treaty. Some
Republican senators saw the ratification issue

as a chance to embarrass President Wilson.

Wilson went on a national tour in Septem-
ber to rally support for the treaty and League
of Nations. When he returned to Washington,
he suffered a stroke. During the president’s
illness, his wife, Edith Wilson, shielded him
from pressures and took a major role in
deciding which issues to raise with him.

The Treaty Is Rejected

In the months after Wilson's stroke, oppo-
sition to the treaty grew. In March 1920, the
Senate voted on the treaty with Lodge’s
changes. Opposed by most Republicans and
deserted by former supporters, the Treaty of
Versailles was rejected in the Senate.

Wilson hoped the 1920 election would be a
“great and solemn referendum” on the
League. He even considered running for a
third term. In the end, however, Wilson did
not run. In 1921 the United States signed a
separate peace treaty with each of the Central
Powers. The United Seates never joined the
League of Nations.

Explaining Why did the Senate
reject the Treaty of Versallles?
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