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Contrasting Perspectives on the 
Pearl Harbor Attack 



•  Directions: It is December 8th, 1941 and the attack on Pearl 
Harbor has recently occurred. Read the two articles and 
complete one propaganda POLITICAL Cartoon each!  
Here’s how: 
•  1) Read “Attack at Pearl Harbor, Reading 1”. Then, create 



a propaganda political cartoon from the American 
perspective, condemning the attack!  



•  2) Read “Attack at Pearl Harbor, The Japanese View 
Reading 2.”  Create another cartoon, but from a Japanese 
perspective, praising and honoring the attack! 



•  Use the images from the readings to create your two 
cartoons from each perspective. 



•  First cartoon is due today. If not finished the 2nd 
cartoon will be for homework over the weekend! 
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USS West Virginia BB-48 (foreground) USS Tennessee BB-43 (background)  
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The harbor was ablaze due to  
massive oil spills.  After jumping 
off their ships, many soldiers 
were burned alive 
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The battleships moored along "Battleship Row" are the primary target of the 
attack's first wave. Ten minutes after the beginning of the attack a bomb 
crashes through the Arizona's two armored decks igniting its magazine. The 
explosion rips the ship's sides open like a tin can starting a fire that engulfs the 
entire ship. Within minutes she sinks to the bottom taking 1,300 lives with her. 
The sunken ship remains as a memorial to those who sacrificed their lives 
during the attack.  
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