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 What is 
the 
meaning 
of this 
cartoon 
by Dr. 
Seuss? 

• Like Germany, Japan began to display imperialistic 

intentions.   Emperor Hirohito --the leader of Japan– 

transforms Japan into a militaristic, imperial nation.       

•September 1931- Japan invades Manchuria, northern 

China 

 

Japan Displays Imperialistic Intentions! 
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Directions: 
 1)Using an Atlas or the 

Internet, fill in every 
country of this blank 
map of Asia 

 2) Using color pencil, 
label and shade Japan 
and all areas it 
conquered in China 
and the Pacific by 1942 
at the height of world 
War II! 
 

Hang on to this, as we 
will be labeling more 
locations and battels as 
we learn them!! 
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 The Japanese took 
advantage of China’s 
weakness and attacked. 

 The Chinese Communist 
leader Mao Zedong and 
the Chinese Nationalist 
leader Chiang Kai-Shek 
had been fighting in an 
internal civil war but 
temporarily join forces to 
fight Japanese.  
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“The Nanking Massacre”- Japanese slaughtered at least 
100,000 civilians and raped thousands of women in the 
Chinese capital between Dec. 1937 and Feb. 1938. 
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 The Japanese occupation of Nanking, the capital of the 
Republic of China, lead to one of the greatest horrors of 
the century, the Nanking Massacre. Complete the 
following: 

 

PART I: You are the eyewitness reporter for the New York Times who 
witnessed the massacre!  Read the document below. Using details 
from your reports, write a 200-word appeal to the United States and 
the rest of the world to intervene in order to stop further massacres 
from being committed by the Japanese in China! (Use specific 
details from the reading to support your pleas for help. And 
remember, its 1937! WWII has not yet begun.) 

In your article, describe: 
 What is going on?  

 Why should other countries care? Why should they get involved? 

 

PART II: Write an 150 word editorial response, answering the 
question, “Do you think the US will get involved to help? Why or why 
not?  

Banzai!!! 



4/27/2012 

9 

 Thinking back to previous units, how did the 
relationship between the US and Japan break 
down in the days before the attack on Pearl 
Harbor? 

 

 Why did this happen, and what did the US do? 

 Japan wanted to 
expand in the Pacific 
in search of raw 
materials. 
 Japan wanted 

Indochina 
 Problems: 

 U.S. insisted of 
Japan’s 
withdrawal from 
China (Manchuria) 

 Japan’s alliance 
with Germany and 
Italy (Tripartite 
Pact) 

 
 

•Result: Diplomatic 

relations between U.S. and 

Japan break down. 
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 March 1940- Lend- Lease Act —allowed the U.S. to lend 
or lease arms to countries vital to the defense of the U.S.  
For example, U.S. lent Britain 50 destroyers!  
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 September 1940- Japan signs Tripartite Pact 
with Germany and Italy. 

 In response, Roosevelt declares an embargo –
suspension in trade against Japan. Japan was 
cut off from its major source of oil 

 Over 80 percent of its oil came from U.S.Japan 
had only a two-year supply left for its airforce! 

 November 1941- U.S.- Japanese Peace Talks 

 The U.S. demands Japan pulls out of China. Japan 
demands U.S. ends embargo and ends aid to China 

 “Hull Note--delivered to Japan on Nov. 
26, 1941 
 Restated U.S. demands  
 Prime Minister Tōjō sees note as 

ultimatum and and proof that further 
diplomacy was futile. 

 Japanese public opinion was firmly 
behind the decision for war. 

 Late Nov., 1941 – U.S. learns Japanese 
Armada leaves Japan / lost track of and 
thought they were headed to attack the 
Philippines 

 Dec. 6, Japan breaks off negotiations, 
refusing to leave China 
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President Roosevelt Emperor Hirohito 

Writing Prompt: 

Imagine that it is late November 1941.  You are a special foreign policy 

advisor to U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt.  Political tensions between the  

U.S. And Japan have been increasing over the past several years.  While you are  

unaware that Hirohito and his military have been planning to attack Pearl Harbor,  

you fear that war is about to break out.  Write a 100-word foreign policy 

proposal to Roosevelt, including the following: 

1) A summary about why tensions between the U.S. and Japan have increased. 

2) A warning to the President about Japan’s military strengths and its ability to 

  cause great harm to the U.S. navy as well as innocent civilians. 

3) A solution to ending the tensions between the U.S. and Japan. Can you 

 prevent war?  Or, should the U.S. strike first if peace talks continue to fail? 

 Explain 

 

 Introduction: It is early morning, December 7, 
1941. Just a few miles from the naval base, the 
Condor, a U.S. Navy minesweep, is on patrol. As 
the ship slides through the ocean's black waters, 
an officer sites a submarine's periscope. The 
Condor follows its wake for several minutes, then 
alerts the Ward, a nearby destroyer. The Ward's 
skipper, Lieutenant William Outerbridge, wakes 
his sleepy crew, and they scramble. 

 
 Imagine you are Lieutenant William 

Outerbridge, skipper of the destroyer, the 
Ward. You've just received the following signal 
from minesweeper Condor: "Sighted 
submerged submarine on a westerly course, 
speed nine knots."  

 You have only a few moments to decide what 
to do. Make a list of the reasons why you 
should attack and another list of why you 
shouldn't.  What would happen if you did 
attack? What would happen if you didn't?  
 ½ page, in a well structured argument in complete 

sentences, please! 
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 Japan attacks Pearl Harbor in 
Hawaii 
 U.S. fleet caught unprepared  

 2400 sailors died, 1200 wounded,18 
ships sunk, and 160 aircraft 
damaged and 200 destroyed.  

 Only the aircraft carriers, by chance 
on maneuvers, escaped the worst 
naval defeat in American history. 

 Later the same day, Japan 
attacks the Philippines, Guam, 
and Midway and attacks British 
forces in Hong Kong and the 
Malay Peninsula (Singapore) 

Japanese Zeros take off from 

aircraft carriers and head to 

Pearl Harbor 
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The battleships moored along "Battleship Row" are the primary target of 
the attack's first wave. Ten minutes after the beginning of the attack a 
bomb crashes through the Arizona's two armored decks igniting its 
magazine. The explosion rips the ship's sides open like a tin can starting a 
fire that engulfs the entire ship. Within minutes she sinks to the bottom 
taking 1,300 lives with her. The sunken ship remains as a memorial to 
those who sacrificed their lives during the attack.  
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The harbor was ablaze due to  

massive oil spills.  After jumping 

off their ships, many soldiers 

were burned alive 

USS West Virginia BB-48 (foreground) USS Tennessee BB-43 (background)  
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The USS Shaw explodes!  

The explosion of the USS Shaw DD-373  

Ford Island, the USS Shaw DD-373 explosion can be seen in the background  
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Continued… 
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 Directions: It is December 8th, 1941 and the 
attack on Pearl Harbor has recently occurred. 
You need to write two 150-word newspaper 
editorials, complete with one political cartoon 
each!  Here’s how: 
 1) Read “Attack at Pearl Harbor, 1941” from 

eyewitnesstohistory.com.  Then, writing from the 
perspective of an American reporter, write the 150-
word editorial and draw the political cartoon, 
criticizing the attack! 

 2) Read “Attack at Pearl Harbor, 1941—The Japanese 
Perspective.”  Do the same as above, but from a 
Japanese perspective, praising the attack! 

WARM UP:  
1) How did the United States react to the 
attacks at Pearl Harbor? 
2) How might the attack at Pearl Harbor be 
described as a mistake by the Japanese 
instead of a success? 
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 FDR – “a date that will live in infamy.” 
 Dec. 8, 1941 - U.S. declares war on Japan 

 Germany and Italy declare war on U.S. 
 World War II became a global war. 

 Japan soon develops a new empire in the 
Pacific, establishing and fortifying an 
oceanic defense line.  

 American military leaders focused on 
halting the Japanese advance and 
mobilizing the whole nation for war. 

 Inside America itself, Japanese Americans 
were rounded up and sent to internment 
camps. 
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Oh, 
Dear! 

 The war effort 
required all of 
America’s huge 
productive capacity 
and full employment 
of the workforce. 
 Government 

expenditures soared. 
 U.S. budget increases 

 1940 $9 million 
 1944 $100 million 
 Expenditures in WWII 

greater than all 
previous government 
budgets combined 
(150 years) 

 GNP 1939 91 billion  
1945  166 million 
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 World War II ended 
the Great Depression. 

 Factories run at full 
capacity 
 Ford Motor Company – 

one bomber plane per 
hour 

 People save money 
(rationing)  

 Army bases in South 
provide economic 
boom (most bases in 
South b/c of climate) 

 The national debt 
grew to $260 billion (6 
times its size on Dec. 
7, 1941) 
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 Japanese American internment was the forced 
removal and internment (imprisonment) of 120,000 
Japanese and Japanese Americans (about 62% were 
citizens!) from the West Coast of the U.S. during 
World War II.  

 About 110,000 men, women and children – were 
sent to  "War Relocation Centers" in remote 
portions of the nation's interior.  
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 Create a six piece picture storyboard 
depicting Japan and the US entry into war. 

 Include a square for each of the following. 

 
Japanese aggression: 

the invasion of 

China 

Japan’s entry into 

the Axis powers with 

the Tripartite Act 

US declares an oil 

embargo on Japan 

 

Japan attacks Pearl 

Harbor 

US declares war on 

Japan 

US places Japanese 

Americans in 

internment camps 

Not required 
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Pay attention!!! Your assignment follows! 

Directions: Read “Prisoner 
of War Camps in Germany” 
and “The Great Escape” and 
complete the accompanying 
crossword puzzles. 
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 By 1942, when the U.S. 
Treasury Department 
was running low on 
funds for the war effort 
, it contacted Disney, 
Merry Melodies, and 
other production 
companies to produce 
propagandist cartoons 
to mobilize support at 
home. 

 These cartoons tended 
to depict the Germans 
and Japanese in highly 
stereotypical ways. 

 The Swastika-dotted landscape of Der Fuehrer's Face (1942) was the perfect brass 
band musical vehicle for Donald Duck, a Nazi munitions worker who "alternates 
between screwing nose cones onto bombs and saluting framed portraits of Adolf 
Hitler".  

 The Japanese make a cameo appearance too - and wouldn't you know it, they've 
got lime green skin, big bulbous eyeglasses, Tupperware haircuts and protruding 
dentures rivaling those of Bugs Bunny.   
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 American Forces halted the Japanese advances in two decisive naval battles. 
 Coral Sea (May 1942)  

 U.S. stopped a fleet convoying Japanese troops to New Guinea 
 Japanese designs on Australia ended 

 Battle of Midway (June 1942) 
 Japanese Admiral Yamamoto hoped to capture Midway Island as a base to attack Pearl Harbor again 
 U.S. Admiral Chester Nimitz caught the Japanese by surprise and sank 3 of the 4 aircraft carriers, 332 planes, and 3500 men 

Why are the 

Battles of 

Coral Sea and 

Midway 

considered a  

turning point 

in the war? 

 The Japanese defeat at 
Midway was the 
turning point in the 
Pacific! 
 Japanese advances 

stopped. 
 U.S. assumes 

initiative. 
 Japanese have 

shortage of able 
pilots. 

 Censorship and 
Propaganda 
 News of the defeat 

was kept from the 
Japanese public. 
Government 
attempts to keep 
morale high. 
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 Directions: This video features a lot of computer-generated imagery of 
the battle. Write a 200-word commentary about whether this new type 
of Technology is useful in recreating WWII battles. 
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 Directions:  Working in groups of 2-3, you will create a 
massive timeline of the Battle of the Pacific.  Your timeline 
must: 

 1) Start with the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941 (p. 707) 

 2) Include easy-to-read written descriptions of all major 
battles and their outcomes from 1941—1945 (p. 722-725, 741-
743, 748-752).  End your timeline with the A-Bombs on Japan 
and Japanese surrender. 

 3) Each major event/battle must include an illustration or 
political cartoon with the description. 
 Timeline example: 

 December 7, 1941—Pearl Harbor  

Was bombed by the Japanese. 

1941 

 June 1942- Battle of Midway—Considered the “turning point” of 
the Pacific war, the U.S. wins back Midway Island from the 
Japanese who suffer heavy looses of ships and aircraft. 

 August 1942- American forces invade Guadalcanal 
 July 1943 - The start of the United State’s South Pacific 

offensive 
 February 1944 - American forces invade the Marshall Islands 

 
 

Turning the Tide in the Pacific 
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 April 1943 --Yamamoto, the Japanese admiral, is assassinated 
by the U.S. (A 

 October 1944 - The liberation of the Philippines under U.S. 
General MacArthur and the last major naval action for the 
Japanese 

 Loss of Saipan (August 1944) 
 “the naval and military heart and brain of Japanese defense 

strategy” 
 Political crisis in Japan 

 The government could no longer hide the fact that they were 
losing the war. 

 Tōjō resigns on July 18, 1944 

 

Iwo Jima 

 Iwo Jima (February, 1945) 

 American marines invaded this island, 
which was needed to provide fighter 
escort for bombings over Japan 
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 April to June 1945 - Invasion of Okinawa  

 On April 6, 1945 waves of planes made hundreds of 
kamikaze attacks, in Operation Kikusui ("floating 
chrysanthemums"). Kamikaze attacks focused at 
first on Allied destroyers on picket duty, and then 
on the carriers in the middle of the fleet.  

Okinawa 
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With an increasing number of defeats in the Pacific, 

Japan turns to a new weapon: the Kamikaze.  What is 

the philosophy of the Kamikaze? 

Read “Kamikaze Attack, 1944” from eyewitnesstohistory.com, which 

describes how American sailors felt about the attacks.  Do you think the 

kamikazes successfully accomplished their objectives? 
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 Suicide attacks by planes or boats at 
Okinawa sank or put out of action at least 
30 US warships and at least three US 
merchant ships.  

 The attacks expended 1,465 Japanese 
planes. No US aircraft carriers, battleships 
or cruisers were sunk or severely damaged 
by kamikazes at Okinawa, and most of the 
ships destroyed were destroyers or smaller 
vessels. 

 110,000 Japanese soldiers killed 

 12,600 American soldiers and sailors killed 

 

 March to August 1945 - Greatest air offensive in 
history. One raid on Tokyo on March 10 killed 
100,000 and wounded 125,000 with 300 B-29 
Superfortress heavy bombers 
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Prompt: This video explores the tough, ethical decisions which the U.S. 

President and his administration had to make in order to win World War II. In 

200 words, explain each of the following tough decisions and whether you agree 

with them.  Explain your responses: 1) The Invasion of Normandy (D-Day), 2) 

the assault on Iwo Jima, 3) fire bombing of Japan, 4) the atom bombs on Japan. 
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 FDR had funded the top-secret Manhattan 
Project to develop an atomic bomb 

 Dr. Robert Oppenheimer successfully 
tested in the summer of 1945. 

 FDR had died on April 12, 1945, and the 
decision was left to Harry Truman. 

 An amphibious invasion could cost over 
350,000 Allied casualties. 
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 July 16, 1945 - The first atomic bomb is 
detonated at Los Alamos New Mexico 

 Truman issues Potsdam ultimatum to Japanese 
on July 26th , warning Japan to surrender or 
else! 

The First Successful Atomic Bomb Tests 
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Some strategies 

that were considered 

by scientists and the 

Truman  

Administration. 

 

Question: 

What would be the 

pros and cons of 

each? 
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The atom bomb is dropped on 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki to force 

Japan to surrender! 

 August 6, 1945 – Enola Gay drops bomb on 
Hiroshima 

 140,000 dead; tens of thousands injured; radiation 
sickness; 80% of buildings destroyed 

 August 9, 1945 – second bomb dropped on 
Nagasaki 

 70,000 dead; 60,000 injured  
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 • On August 6th 1945, the Enola Gay, a USA bomber, dropped a 
bomb called "Little Boy" on Hiroshima. 

 • Hiroshima was the first city ever targeted to be bombed by an 
atomic weapon. The battles at Dunkirk, the Battle of 

 Britain and even Stalingrad seemed to pale into comparison with 
what took place in Hiroshima. 

 • The initial heat blast was 900 times hotter than the surface of the 
sun. 

 • 80,000 people were killed instantly – many vaporized 
underneath the bomb blast. 

 • By 1950, 200,000 people had died as a result of the bomb. 

 • Between 1950-1980, a further 97,000 people died from cancers 
associated with the radiation caused by "Little Boy" 
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 Guidelines: Read the 
worksheet “Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki.” You are 
special foreign policy 
advisor to President 
Truman. You will be 
chosen to defend one of 
the following positions 
to end the war against 
Japan in debate format: 
1) Use the A-Bombs 2) 
Your own proposal to 
force the Japanese to 
surrender. Why is your 
strategy best, based on 
the evidence provided? 
Describe the possible 
consequences of 
implementing  your 
strategy.   
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 V-J Day: Emperor 
Hirohito 
unofficially 
surrenders on 
Aug. 14, 1945.  
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Japanese “Unconditional” Surrender and  

Truman’s Reflections on War 

• September 2, 1945 -The formal Japanese 
surrender ceremony is held in Tokyo harbor on 
the U.S.S. Missouri 

  Truman--“We shall not forget Pearl Harbor.” 
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