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Would You Have Been 
Able to Prevent the 
Japanese Attack? 



President Roosevelt Emperor Hirohito 



Writing Prompt: 
Imagine that it is late November 1941.  You are a special foreign policy 
advisor to U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt.  Political tensions between the  
U.S. And Japan have been increasing over the past several years.  While you are  
unaware that Hirohito and his military have been planning to attack Pearl Harbor,  
you fear that war is about to break out.  Write a 100-word foreign policy 
proposal to Roosevelt, including the following: 
1)  A summary about why tensions between the U.S. and Japan have increased. 
2)  A warning to the President about Japan’s military strengths and its ability to 



  cause great harm to the U.S. navy as well as innocent civilians. 
3)  A solution to ending the tensions between the U.S. and Japan. Can you 



 prevent war?  Or, should the U.S. strike first if peace talks continue to fail? 
 Explain 
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