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ASSIGNMENT 
You are a government census worker in 1894, assigned by 
your US government to explore and analyze this new 
phenomenon of Urbanization in this country. 
n  You need to write a formal report to the US Census 



Department informing them of the issues associated with 
this migration. 



n  In your report, answer the following Q’s: 
n  1) What is causing this urban migration?  



n  2) How is the Industrial Revolution impacting this 
migration?   



n  3) What are some potential problems that you predict this 
migration could cause for the country? 



n  4) What are some potential benefits? 



n  5) What do you think the future will be like? Will this trend 
continue, or will it end soon? 
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The Industrial Revolution fueled the 
growth of large urban centers! WHY? 



n Reasons: 
n 1) More factory jobs. People 



move to the city for steady 
wages.  Causes population 
growth in the city. 



n 2) Greater productivity 
sustains a larger population. 



n 3) New technology and 
services leads to further 
convenience, growth and 
expansion in cities. 
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Causes of Urbanization 
 



n  Causes of Urbanization: 
n  1) Industrialization 



n  Building of industry brings a need for workers 
n  Workers need homes & an infrastructure of 



support (grocery stores, etc.) 



n  2) Available opportunities in cities 
n  Opportunity for work, a better lifestyle 
n  Exciting atmosphere with culture and 



entertainment 
n  Desire to improve economic position (jobs) 



n  3) Migration 
n  Desire to move to improve economic position 



(jobs) 
n  Lack of opportunity in rural areas 
n  Population pressures (too many people, not 



enough food/jobs) 
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Characteristics of 
Urbanization 



During the Gilded Age 
1.  Megalopolis- massive cities! 
2.  Mass Transit- easier to get around; more 



convenient. 
3.  Cities are Magnets for economic and social 



opportunities. 
4.  Pronounced class distinctions. 



    - Inner & outer core 
5.  New frontier of opportunity for women. 
6.  Squalid living conditions for many. 
7.  Political machines. 
8.  Ethnic/ cultural neighborhoods. 
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Is the world becoming more or less urbanized?  Why? 
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