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As you read in Section 3, the Battl of
Plataea i 79 5. put an end to the Persians”
invasion of Greece. Although the Persians
retreated, they still remained 3 threat. In
478 5.c. Adhensoined with other cty-states—
but ot Spartato form the Delian Lesgue.

‘The Delian League promised to defend
its members against the Persians. It also
wworked to drive Persia out o Greek territo-
ries in Asia Minor. Eventuslly, the league
freed almost all o the Greek cites under
Persia's control.

“Atits star,the Delian League had head-
quarters on the island of Delos (DEE+e).
Howeves, ts chif officials—the treasurers
in charg of its money and the commanders
in charge of it fleet_were from Athens, s
wwere most of the troops. Little by lte,
Athens gained control over the other ciy.
states in the alliance. Soon the league was
o longer a partnership to fight Persia but
an Athenian empire.

In 454 .. the Athenians moved the
Delisn League’s treasury from Delos to
Athens. The Athenians also began sending
troops o other Greek citystates, to help the
common people rebel against the nobles in

power.

Democracy in Athens Athenians had 2
strong faith in their democatic system
We call ther system divect democracy
(e MAHskuhesac). I a dirct democray,
people gather af mase mectings fo decide
o Govermment matier. Every citzen can
vote fsthand on laws and policies.

These s re o theagora—s ancent.
marketplce nAthens wher he ssembly met

Can you imagine such a system in the
United States? A mass meeting of our
millions of citizens would be impossiblel
Instead, in the United States we have a
representative democracy (s1+peh+ZEHN~
tubetiv]. Under thi type of democracy, it
izens choose a smaller group to make laws
and govemmental decisions on their behal.
This i 2 much more practcal system when
the population i large.

What made direct democracy workable
in ancient Athens was the rlatively small
number of citizens. In the mid-400s 5.,
about 43,000 male itizens over 18 years old
made up the assembly. Usually fewer than
6,000 attended the mestings, which were
held every 10 days. The assembly passed all
lawws, electd offcals, and made decisions
on war and foreign affairs. Ten officials
Knowen s generals carried ot the assembly's
avws and policies.
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[image: image2.png]The Achievements of Pericles Athenians
reslected thei favorite generals again and
again Aferthe Pesian Wars the leading fig-
‘ure i Athenian politcs was 3 general named
Pericles (PEHR+uh eccz). This great sates-
man guided Athens for more than 30 years,
from 461 5., when e was fist clected, untl
095, shorlly before is death.

Pericles helped Athens dominate the
Delian League. He treated the other city-
states like subjects, demanding strict loy-
alty and steady payments from them. He
‘even insisted that they use Athenian coins.
and messures.

‘At the same time, Pericles made Athens.
‘more democrati s home. He believed that
peaple’s talents were more important than
their social standing, For this reason,
Pericles included more Athenians than
ever before in government. He allowed
lower-class male citizens to run for public
offce, and he also paid officeholders. As 3
result even poorcitizens could,forthe frst
e, be partof the inner circl running the
govemment.
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Culture slso blossomed under the rule
of Pericles. The Age of Pericles was
period of tremendous creativity and
learning that peaked in the mid-400s 8.
‘The Persians had destroyed much of the
city during the Persian Wars. So Pericles
started 3 major rebuilding program. He
had new temples and statues built across.
the city.

Pericls supported artsts, architects,
writers, and philosophers (fuh Likesuh -
fubrs). Philosophers are thinkers who pon-
der questions sbout lfe. In Chapter 5, you
will read more about the Greeks' achieve-
ments and understand why Pericles called
Athens “the school of Greece.”

TSI dentity Whats the difer-
ence between  drectcemocrcy and 3 repesen-
et domacray?
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in public life. Aspasia (asePAY+zhuh) is
perhaps the most famous example
Aspasia was not 2 native Athenian. This
gave her special status. She was well-
educated and taught public speaking to
many Athenians. Her writings have not
survived, but Plato, the famous Greek
‘philosopher, said her work helped shape
his ideas. Pericles often consulted
Aspasia, as did many other Athenian
leaders. In thi way, she became influen-
tial in politics even though she was not
allowed to vote or hold office.
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As the Athenian empire became rch and
powertul other city-tate grow suspicousof
it sims. Led by Spart, they joined forces
against Athens Sparta and Athens had bult
ovo very diffeent inds ofsocieties, and nei-
ther state understood or trusted the other.
The two groups clashed several times over
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aggression. Fially, war broke out in 431 5.
It would drag on until 404 5c. and shatter

Perices’ uneral Oration I th fst win-
ter of the s, the Athenans held a public
Faneral s purpose was o honor those who
had die inbatle. The relativs o the dead
wept o their loved ones. The rest fthe -
e joined in procesion.

“As s the cistom, a leading Athenian
addresed the crowd, On this day, Priles
Spoke. He talked sbout the greatness of
ihens and reminded the people that they
‘madether government srong.

Inthis amous spesc,called the Funeral
Oration, Pericles poined ot that Athenians
were part of a commnity.As citzens, they
2greel to cbey the s n thir constn
Gon—their framework. of government.
They acepted certan duties,such as pay-
ing taxe and defending th ciy. They aso
gained cetain ights, s as he abilty 1o
Vote and run forofice.

Perices’ specch reminded Athenians of
the poer of democracy and gavethem the
coutage to keep Aghting Is deas are sl
important for peopl Iving in democratic
nations oday.

Why Was Athens Defeated? t e begin-
ninof the Ploponinesian War, both Spara
anc Athensthought hey knew how o win,
The Spartans and thei alles surrounded
Athens. They hoped that the Athenians
woukd send out an ammy t figh. Howeves,
Pericls kne that Sparian forees could beat
the Athenans in open battle. Beleving his
people would b safe behind th ity walls,
be urged farmens and. others on the
cutskins 1o move inside the city. There
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Athenians stayed put and had the navy
eliver supplies from their colonies and
allies. Because Sparta did not have a navy, it
‘could not atack the Athenian ships.
“Athens escaped serious harm for some
time. Then, in the second year of the war, a
deadly disease spread through the over-
crowded city. It killed more than a third
of the people, including Pericles himselfin
429 5. Despite these terrble losses, the
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[image: image5.png]Athenians fought on. The standoff contin-
ed for anothe 25 years.

The historian Thucydides recorded
sehat he saw:

66 This, then, was the calamity
‘which fell upon Athen, and the
{imes werehard Indeed,with men
dying nside th ity and the land
outsde beng aid waste. 99

—Thucydider,
ity ofthe Peloponseian War

Finally, desperate to win, the Spartans
made a deal with the Persian Empire. In
exchange for enouugh money to build a navy,
they gave the Persians some Greek teritory.
in Asia Minor:

In 405 8. Spartas new navy destroyed.
the Athenian fleet. The next yeas,afer los-
ing more battles on land, Athens surren-
dered. The Spartans and their alles then

tore down the city walls and broke up the
Athenian empire. The war was over at st
“The Peloponnesian War weakened all of
the major Greek city-state, both the win-
ners and the losers. Many people died inthe
fghting, and many farms were destroyed.
Thousands of people were left without jobs.
The war also made it impossible for the
Greeks o unite and work togther agan.
“After defeating Athens, Sparta tried
to rule all of Greece. Within 30 years,
however, the city-states rebelled. Sparta
fought Persia again and tried to maintain
‘control of rebellous alie. Wil they were
Fghting amongst themselves, the Greeks
il to moticetha totheir norh, the king-
dom of Macedonia was growing in power
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[image: image7.png]But Greck god and vdeses wer ot
thought to be allpowerful. According to
Greek myths,even though gods ha specl
poveers, they looked ke human beinge and
acted ke ther. They marid, had chdren,
Guarreled, played trick on esch other, and
foughtware.

Because Gresks sought ther s’ aver,
they followed many riuale. A sl a et of
actions cared out i a fxed ey As part of
thei rituas, the Greeksprayed t thei gods
and alo gave them gift. In retur, they
hoped that the gods would grant good
fortune to them, Many Greck fesvals hon-
or the o and goddesse. Festivals dedi
cted to Zeus e held a Olympia.
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‘The Greeks also believed in an afterlfe.
When people disd, the Greeks beleved their
spiits went to 2 goomy world beneath the
earth uled by a god named Hades.

What Was a Greek Oracle? The Greoks
belived that each person had a fate or dex
tiny. They belived that certan events were.
going to happen no matter what they did.
hey aleo believed in prophecy. A prophecy
i prediction sbout the future. The Greeks
belisved that the gods gave prophecies to
people to wam them about the future in
time to change it

To find out about the future, many
Greeks visited an oracle (AWR »uhekuhl).
“This was a sacred shrine where 3 priest or
priestess spoke for 3 god o goddess. The
most famous was the oracl at the Temnple.
of Apolo at Delphi (DEHL). The oracle
chamber was deep inside the temple. The
oo had an opening in the floor ehere vol-
canic smoke hised from a crack i the earth.

A priestess sat on 3 tripod—a three.
Igged stool_in the cracle chamber and lie
tened to questions. The priests translated
her answers. State leaders or their messen-
gers traveled to Delphi to ack advice from
the oracke of Apoll.

The priestess in the oracle often gave.
answers in riddles. When one king, named
Croesus (KREEssubs) sent messengers to the.
oracle at Delphi, they asked if the king
Should goto war withthe Persans. The ora-
cle replied that if Croesus attacked the
Persians, he would destroy a mighty empire.
Overjoyed to hear these words, Crossus
declred war on the Persians. The Persian
army crushed his army. The mighty empire.
King Croesus had destroye was his own!
Explain Why dd the

(Greskshave st sng st for thi s
and goddesest
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Greek poems and storis are the oldest
in the Western world. For hundreds of
years, Europeans and Americans have
sed fhese early works as models for their
own poems and stories. Shakespeare, for
example, borrowed many Greek plots and.
setings.

‘The earliest Greek stories were epics
(eH+phis). These long poems told about

e Trojan Horse

After buding the Trojan
ore, the Greek etumed
o thi hips and pretanded
o etrat Depite warmings,
the Trojans brough the.
ors witinshee ity 32
war trophy. The Grees
inside the horse opened he
ity gtesfo her fllow
Sldiersand captured the
ay.

heroic deeds. The first great epics of early
Greece were the llsd and the Odyssey. The
poet Homer (HOHsmufr) wrote these epics
during the 700 5.c. He based them o sto-
s of a war between Greece and the ity of
Troy, which once exised in wht is today
northwester Turkey:

I the liad, a prince of Troy kidnaps the
i of the king of Sparta. The kidnapping
cutrages the Greeks. The king of Mycenze
and the brother of the king of Sparta lesd
the Greeks n an attack on Troy.

The battle for Troy drags on for
10 years. Finaly the Greeks come up with
a plan to take the city. They build a huge,
hollow, wooden horse. The best My-
cenacan warrors hide inside the horse
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outabout buidings hit pople have admired s at
for centres.

Astists in ancient Greece believed in cer-
tain iceas and tried to shows those idess in
their work These ideas have never gone
out of style. Greek arise wanted people to

see reason, moderation, balance, and har-
mony in their work. They hoped their art
would inspire people to base thei lves on.
these same idess.

We know that the Greeks painted
murals, but none of them have survived.
However, we can stll seo examples of
Greek paintng on Greek pottery. The pic-
tures on most Greek pottry ar sither red
on 3 black background or black on a red
background. Large vases often had scenes
from Greek myths. Small drinking cups
showed scenes from everyday life.

‘Standing st almost 230 feet long and 100 fet wide,
the Parthencn was the loy of anclent Athes. 1t was
bult between 47 snd 432 .. Whstwasthe prpose

ofthe Pathenca?

A Today th Parthenon sl

GurTERs ek vtaston





