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‘e iland o Crete (GEET) s southeast
of the Greck mainland. There, in 1900, an
Englih archasologist by thenaimeof Acthur
Evans made the find of 3 ifetime. Evans
uncoversd the uins o a grand place that
b been the cente of Mincn (muneNOH=
uhe) civlizaton. The Minoans were not
Grsek, but thei civilization was the it o
s in the region tht te became Greece.
“The palace at Knossos (NAHsufs)
vealed the riches of an ancient socety. s
tisting passageways ld to many diffrent
rooms: private quarters for the royal family

and storeroms packed with il wine,and.
grain. Other spaces were workshops for
making jwelry, vases, and smll vory stat
s, The palace even had bathoor.

“The Minosns made their wealth from
trade. They built ships from oak and codar
trees and sl 2 fr as Egypt and Syria
‘There they traded potery and stone vases
for vory and metals. By 2000 8., Minoan
ships contoled the esster Mediferrancan
Sex. They carried goods to foreign ports
and kept theses fee ofpites.

‘About 1450 8., the Minoan civilization
suddenly collapsed. Some hisorians think
undersen earthquakes caused giant waves
that washed away the Minoans' cities.
Others think the cites were destroyed
by a group of Gresks from the mainland.
These invaders werecalled the Mycenacans
(s NEEutes).

AITISITY Explain vow ddthe

Minoans become  wading izaton
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The Mycenasans wers arginally rom
conral A, They imvaded the Greok
mainiand amvnd 100 8. and conqersd
the people living thee. The Mycenacan
lencer becamethe it ek Kings. Thel
earior became obles who il e peo-
o thay ha o Inthe e 102
Ecman name Heich Schlermann (e
e SHLEE v discoversd one of ther
el palacs 1 Mycna (ry- SEE i),
e ramed he people ofthi clzation he
Myemass.

What Were Mycenaean Kingdoms Like!
The centepiee o éach Mycanaean ing-
dom was  forted palace on a hill. The
ol ved hee surmundec by giant stone
wall. Beyondth palace wals oy arge
farms, or esates, ha belnged o the
nobles. Slave and farmers v on the
st s ook sheler i th frtrss
In s of danger.

Myoenaean palcs hummed with actv-
iy, Artcans atned lesthe,swed ce,
i mace s for i e lve o et
worars made broozs swords and oxhide
Shicds. Goveranent ofcial kept ack of
e westh o eery paron It kinglom.
Then they collcid whea, lvestock, and
ey 2 e s i i sl

Power From Trade and War soon afier
the Mycenaeans set up their kingdoms,
Mincan traders began to visitfom Crete.

As 3 result, Mycenacans leamed much
about Minoan culture. They copied the
ways Minoans worked with bronze and
built ships. They leamed how the
Minosns used the sun and strs to find
their way at sea. The Mycenasans even
started worshiping the Earth Mother, the
Minoans chief goddess.

Around 1400 8¢, the Mysenseans
ceplaced the Minosns 35 the major power
on the Mediterranean. They traded veidely,
Saling to Egypt and souther Itly. Some
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historians think they conquered Crete and
nestby slande.

‘Although trade made the Mycenseans
swelthy, they were proucer of thir deads
bt Thei most fmous victory s prob-

ably the Troan Wr.In the next chaptr, you
will s thefegend of hov the Mycencan

king Agamemnon_ (A+guh+MEHM-nshn)
e tickery towin that war.

‘What W the Dark Age? by 1200 nc, the
Earthquikes

estroged ther hllop forts. By 1100 B,
Mycenien ivilizaton had collapeed.

“The years bereeen 1100 €. and 70 .
s diffiult fo the Greeks. Overses trade
Slowed and poverty took bold. Farmers
ren anly enough food to meet thei ovn
Family's neads. People also stopped tach-
ing others hovw to write or da craftwork.
Before long, the Greks had forgottn their
writen language and how to make many
things. As 3 esul, histoians cal this fme
the Dark Age.

“The changes that took placeinthe Dark.
‘Age wore not al bad, however Ore posi-
ive development wae 3 huge population
shif. Thousands of Grecks Ieft the main-
1and and setled on island i the Acgean
Sea. Other Gresks moved to the western
shores of Asia Minor, o what is now the
Countryof Turkey: This wave of moverment
expanded the reach of Greek culure.

‘Meanwhile, a Groek speaking people
known as the Dorians (DOHR#ce+uhs),
woho lived in Greece's northern mountains,
began to move south, Many sted in the
Peloponnesus (iluhepuheNEEssufs) The
‘Dorians brought iron weapons with them,
giving Greece more advanced technology.
o weapons and farm tocls were
and chesper than those made of bronze.

‘Gradualy, peopl began to fam again
and to produce surplus food. A 3 resul,
rade revived. One benefit of the ncressed
trade was v way ofwiting. As you read
inChaptee 3, the Gk icka up the s of
an slphabet from the Phoenicians, one of
i trading prtnerswho v n thecoast
ofthecastern Mesiterranean.

‘The Greck alphabt had 24 leters that
stod for different ounds. It made reading
nd wrting Greek much simple than ever
before. Soom people e writng down ks
that had been paseed down by storyslers:
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A Grecce rcovers from it Dark Age,
s population rose quickly. By 700 c.,
Farmerscould o lomger grow ough gain
1o foed everyone. As 3 reul, cities began
people outside Grésce o start
colons (KAH+ uh+nes). A colony s 2 stl-
mentina nev territory that keeps los i
o't homeland.
Between 750 6. and 550 1., adventur-
ous Greoks streamed to the coses of Iy,
France, Spain, Nerth Afrcs, and western

Asia. With each new colony, (areek culfure
farther.

Coloriss traded regulaly with their
“parent” s shipping them grain, metals,
i, timber,and enslaved pecple. In etum,
theclonite ecived potery,wine, andclive
ol from the mainland. Oversss trade got an
extra boost duing the 600 8., when the
Gresks began t mint coins. Mershnis were
soon exchanging goods for money rather
than for more o,

“The growthof trade e o the growth of
sty Asthe demand for goods g, pro-
ucers had to keep pace. People in dilfrent
areas began specializing in making cortain
products, For exampl, pottery making
‘became popularin places with age amounts
ofchay.

LTSI Cause and Efect How it
e o st sy
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By the end of the Dark Age, many
ncbles who avened large staes had over.
thrown the Greek kings. They ceate city-
Stats. Like the Mesopotamisn citystates
you read about in Chapter 1, those in
Greece were made up of 3 town or ity and
the surmounding countrysde. Each Greek
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city-stae, known a5 2 pols (PAH-uhs), was
ke  in independent country.

“The main gathering place in the polis
weas usually 3 Rl fortiied ares, calld an
acxopolis (1heKRAHwpuhufs), scod at the
top ofthe hill. It provided S refuge in
case of attacks. Sometimes the acropolis
also served a5 2 eligious center. Temples
and altars swere built thers o honr the
‘many Greek gods and goddesses.

el the acropols was an open ares
calod an agora (Aguhru). This space had
wo functions. i seas both 3 market and
place where people could meet nd debate

City-states varied in size. Some were 3
few miles square, while others covered
hundreds of quare mils. They akso varied
in population. Nearly 300,00 pecple ived
in Athens by 500 5.C. Mos ity sates were
‘much smalls, however.

What Was Greek Gitizenship? ach
Greck ity state s run by s isens.
Vi spakof iz we mean e
Ber o a gl ommonity who et
cach oher as cquals and who hve ighs
i rsponsbibies. Ths was very i
ot o, anient Mesopotamia o EgypL.
There, mos people wire sbjece. They
o gt sy i gt and
o choicebut o ey thet e

The Creds wers the fst ecple o
devo th e of Gtenip, Ty, he
‘wond applce et everyte n 5o
Fowere in ot Gy, ey e
e o e s o b could b
e o i poin of view, e -
e s ke up o i ancs an i s
s reponsiy i o . Ty did ot
ik agont o vl e cen
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As you read i the last secton, kings
rule thefis Greok communities. o,
by the e o the Dark Age,the obles who
‘owned large farms had saized. powr from
e kngs.

Rul by the nobies would also b short-
ived. The it chllenge o thei rule came
from the owners of smal farms. These
Farmersofen nesdc money to v on untl.

they could harvest and sel their crops.
Many borrowed money from the nobles,
promising 1o give up thei felds if they
Could not repay the loans. Time and time
again, farmers ost their and. Then they
a0 work for the noble o become lbor-
s in the ity In desperatecases,they sold
themselves into savery

By 650 5., small farmers began to
‘demand changs in the pover structure.
Merchants and artisans also wanted to
share in_governing. Both groups had
become very weslthy from the trade
between ciy state. Because they did not
‘own land, howev,they were not cizens
‘2nd had o say in running th pols

“The growing unhappiness ad o the e
of tyrants A tyrant (Y ru) is someone
wha takes power by force and rules with
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As you read in the last section, Sparta
wea founded by the DoriansGrecks who
invaded the Ploponnesusinthe Dark Age.
Like other city-sates, Spart needed more
1 a it gren, bt it people did not st up
colonies. nstead, they conguered and on.
Slaved thei neighbors. The Spartans callad
thei captive workers helots (HEH- ants).
“This name comes from the Greek word for
g

Why Was the Miitary So lmportant?
Spartansfered ha the helots might some-
day rebel. As 3 result, the government
irmly contolled the people of Sprta and
rsine the boys and men fo war.

At age seven, boys et thei family to
livein barrack. They were harsly trested
1o make them tough. The Greek historian
Plutarch descibes e for Spartan boys:

66 Afer they were twelve years old,
hey were o longer sllowed 10
‘weasany undergarment;they had.

one coat o serve them a year;
They lodged ogehern lile
bands upon beds made of the
recds grasme]....which they
were 1o break of with her hands
Withouta kife. 99

e, “Sparn Discitne”
Atage 20, Spartan men enter the reg-
ular . The men remained in miltary
barracks for 10 moreyears. They ateal their
‘mesls in dinin hals with other sokdiers.
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Atypical mesl was  vile-tstng dis called
black broth_pork boled in animal blood,
<l and vinegar

Spartans returmed home at sge 30 but
stayed in the army until age 60. They con-
i to s for ombat They expectedto
ither win on the batieield or die, but
never to surrender. One Spartan mother
ordered her son to “Come home carrying
yourshied or being caried on t.”

Girls in Sparta were trsined in sports—
running, veresling, and. throwing the
javelin. They kept it to become healthy
mothers. Wives lived at home whilether
usbands lived inthe bamacks. A a el
Spartan women wers e than othe Greek
women, They could ovwn property and g0
‘where they wantad.

What Was Sparta's Government Like?
The Spartan govemment was an oligarchy
Two kings headed a council of lders. The
counl, which incuded 5citizensover age
60, presented faws o a assenbly.

All Spartan men over age 30 belonged.
to the assembly. They voted on the coun-
s laws and chose five peopl to be
ephors (EHefubrs) cach year. The ephors
enforced the laws and mansged tax
collction.

o keep anyone from quesioning the
Spartan system, the government discour-
aged foreign visitor. It also bammed travel
Sbroad for any resson but miltry ones. It
even frovned upon citizens who studied
iterature o the are.

“The Spartans succseded in kseping con-
trol over the helot for nearly 250 years.
However, by focusing on miliary raning,
the Spartans fel behind other Greeks in
trade! They also knew les about scence.
and othe subjects. Howeeve, thie soldiers
were especilly strong and swift. The
Spartans would play s ke ol in defend.
ing Greece

ALY Couse and Effect Wiy 6a
the Sprtanssress ity ramng?
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‘What Was Lifein Athens Like? Athenian
citizens rised their children very differ.
ently from Spartans. In Athenian schocls,
e tescher Gght boys toread, wrt, and
o srithmtic Another tescher taught them

both men sndwormen compste.
Thes sihcte com from ol aver
theword They may compete n
itherndvidal o team sprtngevens.
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[image: image11.png]<ports. A third teache taught them o sng,
and toplay a stinged instrument calld the
Iyre. Thi kind of education crated well-
founded Athenians with good minds and
bodics. A age 18, bys fnished school and
became citizens.

‘Athenian girls stayed at home. Their
mothers taught them spinaing, weaving,
and other houschold duties. Only in some.
weslthy familis did girls learn to read,
wrte, and play the lyre. When they mar
ied, women stayed home to keep house
anditotesch ther own daughters.

A Budding Democracy sy Athens, ke
olher ciy ks, was i by andewnig.
oblesduring th 60 A An ambly o
il citzens exsed, but it ad fee powes
Actualy th goverment wae an lgarhy,
= inpara

“Anvand 6001.., the Athenian bgan o
1sbel against the noble. Most farmers
Cwed the noble meney, and many sokd
hemesives it savey o pay thls debs.
Over an oves, armens defpande an end
ol dat,along with e o e pocr

I 594 .. the noble tumc 1ot ane
manboth s s a bl named Sclon
(SO -\tn). Solon cancsed al th e
debts and o those who had become.
e He s llowed all mal it o
paricpatenhe assanblyandlw cours. A
Counctof 400 eeslhy disens wite the
o, bt e ey d o pae .

Solon's reforms were popula among
the cominon paope, Howeves, e (armes

continued to press Solon to give away the
weslthy noble and. Thi he refused fo do.

“Afer Solon, there were 30 years of tur.
il Finally, 3 tyrant named Pelsistratus
(py+SiSwtnteute)sized pover n 560 BC.
He won the support f the por by dividing.
Iange estats mong landles armers.He sl
osmed money to peor peopleand gave them
jobs building temples and other public





