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‘philosophers urged people o particpatein  they did not threaten the government.
‘public afirs, t do ther ivic duty and to  Thoso that did faced severe hardships. You
rest conquered peopls well will read about one of these elgions—
“As the empire geew larger, Romans  Chrstanity-—in the next chapter
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Economic and Military Problems Duing,
the 4.0, 2005, Rome'scconomy bogan o fall
apart. As govemment weskened, aw and
order broke down. Roman soldiers and
invaders sezed crops and destroyed filds.
Farmers gren lss food, and hunger began
tospread.

“As the economy worsened, people
bought fewer goods. Artsans produced
Ies, and shopkeepers Iost money. Many
businesce loced and the number of work-
ers dropped sharply. Many workers had to
leave jobe and serve in the army A plague.
(PLAYG), or 2 disesse that spreads widely,
3l tock it toll. I kil one out of every
ten people in the empire.

Homealso began o suffrfrom Inflaton.
(e FLAY shute), o rapidly incressing
prices. Iflaton happens when money loses

teritoresand had to find 3 way to pay it
soldiers and officials. One way for the gov-
emment o go the maney it necded was
ptless gold n s coins.
by puting less gold in each co, the
government could make extra coins and
oy for mors things. People soon leamed
hat the coin i not have as much gold in
theen, and the coins began losing value.
Price went up, and many people stopped
ltogether.




[image: image5.png]Meanwhil, invaders swept into the
empize.Inthe west, Germanic ribes raded
Roman farms and towns. In the cast, amies
from Persia pushed into the empire’s teri-
tory. A ighing incrasod, the govemment
‘ould o fonger enlist and pay Romans 2=
soldiers. It began using Germanic warriors
in the army. However, these Germanic
Soldiers werenot oyl o Rome.

What Were Diocletian's Reforms? in
AD. 284 3 general named Diocletian
(or+un+KLE shut) became emperor. To
stop the empire's decline, he introduced
roforms (dheTAWRMZ),or poiticl changes
to make things bottr. Bocause the empire
was oo large for one person to. rule,
Diocleian divided it into four parts. He
named officals to rule these areas but kept
authorityover all.
Diocletian s worked 1o boost the
econom: To slow inflation, he issued rus
that et the prices o goods and the wages o
be paid to workers. To make sure more
oo were prodiuced, he ordered workers
o remain at the sam jobs untl they died.
Diocletian’s roforms failed. The
ignored the new rles, and Diocletan did
ot have anough power to make them obey.

Who Was Constantine? 1n a0. 305
Diocletian retired from offce. After
period of conflc, another general named
‘Constantine (KAHN»stubn ax) became
emperor in AD. 312. To id the economy,
Constantine issued seversl orders. The
sons of workers had to follow their
fathers’ trados, the sons of farmers had to
work the land their athers worked, and
the sons of soldiers had to serve in the

 onstantin's changs did ot alt the
empine’ deching n the wst As  reul,
Consanine moved the cpial rom dying
Rometoanew ey inhe et Ho ot
it of the Greek ity of Byzantum (e
ANeteevin). Thre e bui 2 foum, an
“mphitestr cal th Hippodione, and
many palacs, The clty became known 2
Constamtinapie (e rane -Gt opul,.
Ty, Consaninopl s called anbul.
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Finaly, the Visigoths rbelled aginst
the Romans. In AD. 378 they defeated
Roman legions at the Batle of Adrianople
{avdre-un=NOH =pun. After tha defet,
Rome was forced to surrender and to the
Visigothe,

“The Germanic tribes noww knevw that
Rome could no longer defend itslf. More
and more Germanic warrios crossed the
bordersin search of Land. I the winter of
4,406, the Rine River in Westorn Europe
Froze. Cermanic groups crossed the frozen
river and entered Gaul, which is todsy

France. The Romans e too wesk to force
them back acros the border

In AD. 410 the Viigoth leader Alaric
(Aeih 1) and his soldies captured Rome
tslf. They burned records and looted the
tressury. Rome's capture by Alsric was
great shock o the empines people. It was
the frt tme Rome had been conquersd in
800 years.

Another Germanic group known s the
Vandsls overran Spain and northern Afica.
They enslaved some Roman landovners
and drove others away. Then the Vandsls




[image: image8.png]0 mage showing th Visgoths adig ome.

saled 1o Taly. In AD. 455 they entered
Rome. They spent 12 days stripping buid-
ings of everything valusble and burning
ther. From these attacks came the English
word sendslisn, which means “the willal
detrucion o property.”

Rome Falls by the mid-v. 400, several
Germanic eders hld igh poss in Rome's
government and army. In AD. 476 2
Germanic genra named Odoscr OHwduhe
wavesi) took conrl, - overthrowing
the western emperor, a 14-year-old boy.
named Romulus Augustulus (1AHMyun
uhs s GUNS chah ). Afer Rommulus
Augustulus, no emperor ever again ruled
o Rome Historansofe s i vent
mark the nd o the Westemn Roman Empire

Odoscer controlled Rome for slmost 15
years. Then a group of Visigoths seized the
ity and Kiled Odoacer They st up a king.
o in taly under thei lader, Theodoric
(thee»AHecuh). Elscwhere in Europe,
other Germanic ingdoms arose.

By A, 550, the Westemn Roman Empire
had faded away. Many Roman beles and
practces remained in use, however. For
example, Europe's new Germanic rulers
adopted the Latin anguage, Roman laws,
and Christianity. Although the Western
Roman Empire el o Germanic invaders,
the Eastern Roman Empire prospered. 1t
became known a5 the Byzantine Empire
and laste nearly 1000 more years.
AT identity which event v
oy s he il of e Wetem o Empis?
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Ancient Rome also left 3 lsting mark
o buiding in the Western world. We sl
use concrste today for much of our con-
structon, and Roman architectural styls
are still seen in public buildings today.
When you visit Washinglon, D, or the
capital ity of any state, you il iely see
Capitols with domes and arches inspired
by Roman architecure.

Christanity s you_probably knov,
Chiistaniy fson o the o regions .
e world today, Chrsanity began n the
Rocaan Epie, When Rome's govemment
adopied Chrstanity in the AD: 300, it
he new rligion to grow and
<pread. After Rome's fll, many Roman
easblnded with those of Chrstanity.
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Josus ciscples began to spresd the mes-
sage of Jesus and his resurrction. Small

Sroups in the Gresk speaking ciis o the
‘Sastem Meciterranean accepted ths mes-

sage.Som were Jows, but thers were ot

Those who sccepted jesus and his teschings
became known g Chritians and refered
1o him s Josus Chrst. The ward Christ
comes from Christos, a Greek word for
“messish”

“The early Chrsisns formed churches,
o communities for worship and tesching.
They met in people’s houses, many of
sehich were owned by women. At these
gatherings, Christans prayed and studied
e Hebrevs ible. They sleo shared i a it
il mes ke the Last Supper t remember
Jesus death and resurrection.

Who Were Peter and Paul? Aposties
(chePAtiesuhe), or early Chrstan leaders
whohd ben chosen by Jesus 1 spred his
message, played an important ol i the
growth of Chiisianty. One of the most
fmportant was Peter.

Simon Petr was  Jewish isher. He had
nowen Jesus while he was alive and had
been one of the original 12 people Jests
had chosen 1o preach his message.
Christan traditon states that he went 1o
Rome afe the desth of Jesus and helped
set up a church there. Ty, the leader of
‘Catholic Chrisans resides i Rome.

" Paul of Tarsus was snother important
Christan leader. He was a wellcducated
Jew and a Roman citzen. Paul at first
worked o stop Christian idess from
spreading, The. chiel Jewish prist
Jersalemn then st him to Daascus (dh
MASekuf), ity inSyria, o stop Christans
i th ity from spreading thei dess.

‘While on the road to Damascus, Paul
had an unusual experience. According o
Chvistan bele, he saw a gret ight and
heard Jesus vice Paul became a Christian
on the spot. He spent the rest of his lfe
spreadin Jesus message. Paul raveled
widely. He founded churches throughout
e castem Mediteranean.
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How Did the Romans Treat Christians?
Over time, Roman officials began (o see
the Chiisians a5 a threat. All people were
sualy allowed to worship fredly, but they
had o hanor the emperor a2 3 god.
Chiistians, ke the Jews, believed in one
‘God and efused o o this. Unlike the ews,
they did ot belong to 3 recognized reli-
gion. Christans also efused to serve in the
vy or hold public office. They citcizad
Roman festvals and. games. Thus, the
Romans saw Christans as traitors swho.
deserved punishment,

In A, 64 the Roman govemment
began to persecute (PURHsherocr),
o misteat, Chitians. At this ime,the
emperor Ner  falely . sccused.
Chrisians of stating a fire that burned.
much of Rome. Chrsianity was made.
llegal,and many Chisians wre kiled

“Other prsacions followed. During
these diffcult times, many Christans
became manyrs (MAHR i), people
silling to die rather than give up their
beliefs. At that time, Romans required.
dead people t be cremated, or burned.
to ashes. Chrstians wanted to bury
their dead. They were forced to bury
i dadousie Fome i ctsont,

burial  places.

Cutcombs weralo sed o gions
Service during imes of prsecution.




[image: image15.png]Even with all of the hardships,
Christsnity spread. Over time it sven
began o draw peoplefrom sl cases. After
3 250, many Romans gren teed of war
and feared the end of the empire. They
began o sdmire thefithof the Chrstans.

Rome Adopts Christianty in the carly
01300 th empror Doclatiancarried out
the st grat parsecution of Chiistans. I
fll, and Roman offcae reslized that
Grisianty was o stong o be desioyed.

“Then, in AD. 312, the Roman emperor
Constanine (AHN-stibne i) sccipied
Christaniy. Accoring fo. tadidon,
Corstaning s 2 faming s n the sy
= was abowt 1o go i batle. Writen
beneath the s were h Lot wrds that

Constantine’s Conversion

meant “In this sign you will conquer”
Constantine wn the bt and believed
that the Chiistian God had helped him.

I A, 313 Constantine scued an order
clle the Edict of Milan. It gave relgious
resdom ol peopleand mate Chstianity
legal. Constantine began giving govern.
ment support to Chrstianty, With the hep
of his mother, Helena (HEHL+uh+nun), he
bull churches in Rome and Jeruslem. He
ol church officals serve in government
and excused them from paying taxes.

Constantine’s succescor, the emperor
Theodosius (rtz-uh+ DOH shurs), made
Christianity Romes ofical rligion. in
.39 He then outlawed other eligios.
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