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§ Rome’s Government

s et i s
ot bttty o o o
oty
Reado rocs 00 Yo ke wrt o wid
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e Tl st
e g ey o .

Early Romans wers divided into two
chsees. patricane and. plebeiare. The
patitan (TR shune)were wesly
Edovmers Thes nobes made up Rome's
ruling clse. Mos o Rome's peope, hon-
ever, wore plebelans (iheEEeutre). This
group incuded arians, shophocpers, and
s o sl .

Both patrican and plebeian men were.
Roman cizens, They had the ight to vote
‘and the respansibilty o py taxe and serve:
i the army. Howeves, labeians had less
social status. Marriago bewoen members of
the two clsses was forbidden. Plebeians
sleolacked an important polical ight. they
‘ol not hold public ofce.

How Did Rome’s Government Work?
Rome had a tparite, or three-part, gov.
emment. One group of people an the gov-
emment, another group made b, and 3
thind group acted 3 fudges. 1t had checks
‘and balance so that one group could not
e oo srong,but it did ot separate pone-
‘s lke our government docs today. In the
Roman Republic the top government off-

J— o
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e Tt el e
ing ke esdf e tive body was
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ok

preh Y

Fle o

plebeians
“o'lite powr i the Roman Republic Afer
al, they Fosght alongide patricans in the
armny, and ther tax payments helped the
hive,
‘Eventualy the plebeians took scton to
bring about change. In 494 6. many ple.
beians et on trike. They efused to serve
i the army: They sl et e ity to st up .
sepublic of their v These moves fright-
ened the patricans into agreeing o share
poner.
In 47 5. the plebsans weresllowsd to
et up thei oven body of representaives,
ol the Covani ofthe Pebe The sssembly
lectd trbvanes who brough plebean cor-
‘evey yeo They headed thearmy anclranthe cems  th governmentsatetion The -
government. Because they servd such short  unes sl o the ight (2 veto govemment
e, there was it ric that they would  decsons n 455 plebeans and patricans
‘sbusetheir power: Theconsuls o kepteach  wereallowed to marry and in the 200 ..,
other in ine because cach could veto (VEE+  plobetans were llowed 1 become consuls.
on),or et th other’sdecision. The word The most far-eaching poltical reform
oo i Latin for 1 forbid.” Rome had oher came n 267 .. In tht yer, the Councl of
important offcals called. prasors (PREE-  the Plebs finaly gained the power o pass
o). Their min ob was o nterprethe e Laws for sl Romans. Now all male citzens
e actas jdges in coun. Various theroff had qualpoltcl standing, at lesst n the-
il prformed specialized duties keeping  ory. In practice, 3 few weslthy patican
{2 rconds,handlig public finances, super. familics sl held most of he power, and
vising pblic atival, an o forth women remained without 3 voice in
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1 become more represenative, bt i was far
4 fom ful fdged democrcy

Who Was Gindinnatus? An unusual fea-
e of the Roman Republic was the ofice
§ ofdictator (DK tay~ ). We define dic-
4 tator today a5 an oppressive ruler with
# complete controlcver the state. Roman dic-
tators sl had complete control, but they.
served thepeople and rled on' temporary
basi during emergencies. The Senate
appointad a ditatr in times of grest dan-
e As soon as the danger was pas, Roman
icttors gave up ther pover.

“The best-known early Roman dictator s
Cincinnatus (sauesuhe NAiahs). About
46016, 3 poveerful enemy had surrounded
3 Roman army. Offcials decided that the
criis called for 3 dicator and. that
Cincinnatus was the man for the job. The
officials found Cincinnatus plowing his
Felds. A loyal and devoled ciizen,
Cincinnatis eft his farm and gathered an
army: He defested the cnemy in short order
and retumed to Rome in trumph.
‘Although he probsbly could have conti
ed ruling, Cincinnatus did not swant
power. Having done his duty, he retumed
o his arm 3 mere 15 or 16 days later.

‘Romans stongly beleved in civie duty,
o theides tha ctizens have 3 rsponsibil
ity to help their country. Cincinnatus was
seidly admired inhis own tme and i ater
ages. George Washington, for one, took
inspiration from his  example.  Like
Cincinnatus, Washinglon was 2 farmer
sehen he was asked 9 hesd an army: the
Continental Army i the American War for
Independence. Aler lesding the Americans
o victory, Washingion returned o his plan-
tation home. Oy lser, and with some
relucance,did he agre to bcom the it
president f the United Sate.
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Roman Law_One of Rome's chie it
e world was it system of . The legal
systm ofthe United Staes v much 10
the Roman system.

Rome's it o of s s the e
Table, adopted. about 451 8C. Before
hi time, Rome's laws were not writen
down As el lebfans dmed that
patrican. judges often
Favored theie ven clase
They demanded that the
laws b putin writing for
veryont o

“The patricans fnaly
g, They bad thelaw.
carve on b tablts
tat were placd i
Rome's marktplac, or
the Forum (<OHR~uhm).
The Telve Tl became

the bt for all furur B
Ko s They b, Gl
i th princle har  Timaeie
al e cipens b the  So

Tight o be i aqally
by th gyt

‘The Twelve Tables, however, applied
only o Romnan iz, As e etras ok
ver mors lands tey relzed that new
ales e nesded t sclve lgal disputes
betwen, s and oz They e
s 2 colction o s called the Law of
Natons. 1t sared principe o st
appled il people cveryhere.

hese sandarts of etice ncded dsas
hatwe il aept iday, A persn s e
25 imnocent unl proven gully. People
S of et could dfend hemeive
befrea g, A udge had to ok a the
evidece caelly befre making  dciion.

“Th ks that the e should apply 15
everyos ealyand that ol people dpod
e st the s way byt gal e

(1288

Twelve Tables c.4575.c.

The Tusve Tl wers aws witen
on tablet that descrbed the rights
ofcach parson nthe Foman Republc
T v wer the s e o rles
0 govem Rame. Wrtg e s
own and putting them on publc
dispay nsured that everyone.

e the s andtht g i
ot spply the Laws dferenty to
iferentpeople.

“Th s onthe T Tbles
xlaned  person' rghts concaming
proerty, wils,pubcbeavc, famiy
T, and court ctons. The Tweive
Tbles wereth fist sep toward
cqual ighs fo clzens of al clsses:
n ancint Rome.They werealsoa
it Sop toward the de o the e
of o that we st uphold todey.

iscalld the “rule of v Inthe age of Romne,
the e of v was stll a new s In many
{ands, peopl a th to of socicty often had
<pecil privileges and did not have to bey.
the seme s or use the same cours 3¢ oo
plelower down. I some places, peopleat the
Bottom of society did not have any legal
rights atal The rle of v one of the key
e thatthe Romans gave o the world It
ll he basis o our legalsystem tody:
Contrast seee 715

what gt i ptics have tet plebios
Gdnatt
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Rome Expands

Walnldea, Rome 0wty desroyed the Carthagiian
Enpieand 0ok om0 the e Hoderanean
regon.

ReadingFocus Whenyou e avicon-whtier
isin adonic sors,r some e k0 you
thensave for mor s That may i e bow
‘heRomans 0t once ey b abamoverFal Readon
Dlearm o hy omied 10 xpand i over

Wil Rome developed its govermment,
it sl Fac challnges abroad. The Romare
had completed their conquest of Taly.
Howover they now faced  powerfl sval i
e Meterranean are. Tis oeeny was the
stateof Carthage (KAHR® th) on the coast of
North Afc. It had been founded around

ATLANTIC
OcEAN

pover.

o chection it
Sk ramer

2 W G you think Hannibel

500 8. by the Phoenicians. As you lesmed
cartior, he Phoenicians were s raders from
the Ml Exet

Carthage ruled a great trading empive
that included parts of northem Afic and
Southem Europe. By controllng the move-
ment of goods in this region, Carthage
‘made tselfth argest and ichest iy in the
western Mediterranean.

The First Punic War o Cathage and
Rome wantd o conrol th lnd o iy
In 264 8¢. the dispute brought the s
poveers to blows. The war that bgan n
SeNe ' called the First Punic
Pinics st Lain wond fo “Phoanican.”
The wa sarid when the Romans sentan

army to Scly to prevent 3 Carthaginian
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takeover. The Carthaginians, who aiready
had colonies on the iland, wers deter-
‘mined tostop this invasion.

Up untl then, the Romans had fought
ther wars on land. However, they soon
rslized they could not defeat 2 ea power
like Carthage without a navy: They quickly
buil 2 lage fleetof ships and confronted
their enemy st sea. The war dragged om for
more than 20 years. Finally, n 241 B<.,
Rome crushed Carthage's navy off the coast-
of Sicly. Carthage was forced to leave Scly
and pay a huge fine to the Romans. The
sl then came under Roman ule.

The Second Punic War To make up or s

lossof Sicly, Carthage expandad it empire
into southern Spain. Roman leaders were

‘not happy about Carthage gaining land on
the European mainland westof Rome. They
helped the people living in Spain rebel
against Carthage, O course, Carhaginians
were angry. To punih Rome, Carthage snt
it greatest general, Hannibal (HA+nhe
buh), 0 attack Rome in 218 8. Thisstarted
the Second Punic War.

Hannibal's strstegy ws to take the
fighting into_ Ily itslf. To do this,
Hannibal gathersd an army of sbout
46000 men, many horses, an 37 clephants.
He landed his forces i Spain and then
marched ssst 1o atack Il

Even befor resching laly, Hannibals
force suffered severe Iosse crossing the
stacp, smowy Alps into laly. The brutal
cold, gnawing hunger, and atacks by

I Decamber 210 .. Hapmibr fores s he fomn sy et bt
e ear h Tl v i arth sy 1 wel o stk he

Cortiagiian frces by dfestad temans Haribal made g

P cphants 1 th ttck, bt st hd olowig the bt
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‘mountain tribes killed almost half of the
Soldiers and. most of the slephants. The
remaining army, however, was stll 3 pon.
echl fghtingforce when it resched Iy,

‘The Roman suffered 3 severe loss i
216 8.6 at the Battle of Cannae (KA ) in
Southern sy, Even though Harmbalsarmy.
was outumberad, it overpowere the Ro-
man force and began raiding much o sy

“The Romans, however, raised another
army. In 202 5. 3 Roman force led by 3
eneral named Scipio (SH-pee-cx) in-
vaded Carthage. Hanmibal, who was wag-
ing 3 war in laly, had o choice but to
retum home to defend hispeople.

At th Batlo of Zama (Ao, Scipils
toops defested the Carthaginiars. Carthage
gaveup Spaino Rome. It aeo had to give up
i€ navy and pay a large fine. Rome now
ruled the westem Mecitrranean.

More Conquests while Carthage was no
longer  military power, it remained 3
trading center. In 146 .. Rome fnally
destmoyed it reat ival in the Third Punic

spresd salt on the earth s0 1o rops would
row. Carthage became 2 Roman province,
o regional ditrict.

During the Punic Wars, Rome success-
Fully batted states i the eastern Med-
itertangan. In 148 .. Macedonis came
‘nder Roman rle. Two years ater he rest
of Greece became Roman In 129 .. Rome

it frst province in Asi. It was no
‘Swonder that the Romans began to cal e
Meditereanesn e mostran—our s.”

ALIITISITED Describe How dd ome
P Cathage ot heend f the Thd urcir?

‘What Did You Learn?
1 Whowee the tp et 4 Geography SKils Wherews
OGS th o Rl Curthge st and iy G0
st tho it ot wi b

2 Whst s maenostum 5 Summarke Wt the
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‘The Origins of Rome

Wlnlies) Geoaly plavedin ot ro
therie of onun cizan.

ReadingFoces fyouwer foundng v ity whit
ot ot woud nfence o choce of bl
g 61 As you red hs scion, thk ot the
chcas ha ey Roman

Ll i in an important location in the
middle of the Mediterranean region. It s 3
long, narcow peninsula with a distinctive
shape: it looks ik a high-heeled boot jut-
ting into the sea. The heel poins toward
Greece and the toe toward the island of
Stlly (SHesuhelee). Actoss the top of the
boot e the Alps, cragsy mountains that
separate lly from Europesn lands to the
north. Another mountsin range, the
‘Apenaines (Aepuherna), runs all th way
‘dow the boot From nors o south.

“The landscape of lsly is similar to that
of Groece, but the Apennines are not as
rugged as Greece's mountine. They can be
crossed much more casily. As 2 =l the
‘people who setled n lsly were ot split up
into smll, isolated. communitios as the
Grooks ware. In addition, Taly had better
farmiand than Greece. s mountain slopes
level off o lrge flat plins hat ar dealfor
rowing crope. With more capacity to pro-
duce food, laly could support more people
han Greece could.

Historians know ltle sbout the first
‘people to live in laly. There i evidence,
however, that groups from the north
slipped fhrough laly's mountain passes
between about 1500 5.6. and 1000 8.
Attracted by the mild cimate and rich i,
3 smll but steady sream of newcomers st
e in the hill and on the plins. Among
these propls were 3 Latispesking people
seho bul the ity of Rome on the pain of
Latium (AY-sheevubm) in contal Ly

Where Was Rome Located? Geography
played 2 major part in the location of
Rome. The site chosen for Rome was
about 15 miles (24 km) up the Tiber River
(T +bue)from the Medterranean Sea. The
Tier River gave the Romans a source of
water and '3 way to_the rest of the
Mediteranean world. A the same time,
Rome was far enough from the sea
escape rids by pirates.
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In addition, Rome was built on seven
hills The Romans i this on purpose. The
hill were very stecp, making i sasy to
defend he it agains enemy atack. Rome
was aso Iocaed at 2 place where people
‘could esily cross the Tiber River. As 3
rel, Rome became 3 stopping place for
people travaling north and st in western

sy and for merchant ships slin in the

wester Maditerranean.

How Did Rome Begin? Two dificnt e
s cscrbehow Rome began. Th s
ol oy i that twin bothers named.
Romulus. (RAHM-yheiuhs) and Remus
(R6Eemue) ounded th ciy: A abice he

boys swere sbandoned nea the Tiber River.
Rescued by 3 swolf and raised by a shep-
herd, they decided to buid a ity in 753 5.
“The fwins quarsld, however and Remus
‘made fun of the wall his brother s buikd.
ing. In  fury, Romulus lshed out st Remus
‘and kild him. Rommulus went on to
become the first king of Rome, the
new city he named after himself.
“The seeds of Rome are traced
even father back in the Aeneid, 3
famous epic by the Roman poet
Virgil. The Aeneid i th story of the
Trojan hero Aeneas (h+NEE+urs).
e and 2 band of followers are sid
to have saied the Mediterranean
Sea afte the Greeks captured Troy.
‘After many adventures,the Trojans
Ianded at the mouth of the Tiber
“Through warfare and then marrisge to the
Iocal king's daughter, Aeneas united the
Trojans and some of the Latins (A~ ),
the Tocal people. He thus became the
“father” of the Romans.

Historans sre not sure how Rome
began. They think that Latne ived in the
areaof Rome ascarly s 1000 .. They bt
huts on Rome's hill,tended herds, and
§rene crops, Sometime between 5008, and
700 ., they docided to band together for
protecton. It was this community that

became known a< Rome.

Early Ifluences Afer sbout 500 sc.
aer groupe joined the Romans in Ty
o o e froups, he Cree and the
Firuscan (e TS ko), layd a e
Tl e hapin Koman s
Niany Coecks came 10 o Ty
and Sicly bemween 750 8 and 550 5.
“hen Croce war budly ding oversns
Coloie. o th ek, Rmare
o o Slves and grapes. They a0
Sited he Creck alprabt, and they
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vould evenusly el i it
iprrs, and eraire str e ek

Rome'scaly grovth was nfoenced
s, hovvever, by the Erscans. The
Cnecane v norts of Rome n Firurs
TR vun) e 508, they moved
couth nd ook conte of R and ot
o

The Erscans were skl etk
s who hecame rich rom. miing nd
rade, They forced envaved peope o do
e vt ok nd mad v ives
miorable. Thee tom paintings show
e 2 women festin, dancig, and
inying i nd spors omermurae o
o biody bate scene, rovesln he
e i i e oy

Theiriecans changed Romefrom avi-
g0 of stoverooid s into 3 city of
oo brick buding. Thy bid out
ret, tples, and publc buldings
o centra o Erscans sl
s Romas e syleof s, et
g or ok nd o oo s
ieped over one shoder. Mre impor.
iy the Eiracan ey would serve e .
mode o the mighty 3my the Romans
entally b
ATTITIEI Explain o dd ooy
e o gt

The Romans created  repabic 3nd
coered . e peope iy, he bt
Rome rom a small ity 0  retpowe.

e you b e s ‘g
e i) s i g ot
Yourabe o then ey Rexdon
ow e R o oy cocuted e e
Db won e s and s

The truscans ruled Romefor more than
100 years. Under the Etruscans, Rome
became weslthy and powerful However,
the ruling family, called the Tarquins
(TR~ b, gren more and mre crucl

Finally,in 509 8., the Romans rsbelled.
They overthrew the Tarquine and set up 3
republic (th+PUH i), Arepublic =2 form
of govemmment in sehich the leader ¢ not 3
ing or qusen but someone put in offie by
tizens with the ight o vote. n s republic,
the citzens have the power The rie o the
Roman Republic marked the bginning of 3
e chapler in Rome's history.
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At the tim Rome became s republic, it
swas still 2 small ity surrounded by ene-
e, Overthe next 200 years, the Rormans
fought war alter war against thir rcigh.
bors. In 338 .. they finaly defeated the
other Latins living nearby. Next they
attacked the Etruscans and defestd them
0254 8. By 267 8., the Romans had sko
‘conquered the Greeks in southern 1aly.
With this victory, the Romans became the
‘mastersofskmost al of sy,

Why Was Rome S0 Strong? Rome was
able to conquer Tly because the Romans
were excelent soldier. In the republic's
early days, every male tizn who owned
and had to serve in the army. Discpline
s harh,and deserters were punished by
death. The tough disciplne helped mold
Roman soldiers into fightrs who did ot
give up asly.In aditon, hey wereprac-
il problem sovrs.

For example, Roman armies at first
fought like Greek armies. Row upon row of
soldiers marched shoulder to shoulder,
Kecping theishields togeder and holding
long spears. Roman general soon reslized
tha this way o ighiing was slov sn hard
to contol They rorganizad theis soldiers:
into smaller groups called legions (L£E
o), Each egion had about 6000 men and
weas Further divided into groups of 60 to
120 soldiers. These small groups could
quickly cut though enemmy ins.

Roman soldier, or legionaries, were
armed with 3 short sword caled 3 gadies
and a spear called 3 pim. Each unt sl
carried s own standard—s tall pole
topped with 3 symbol. In batle, sandards
helped keep unis together because the ol
diers could e them sbove theaction.

Shrewd Rulers The Romans were ot cnly
oo fighters but lso smart planners. A

trops to travel swiltly o any place in heir

Srouing teriory

ol o new conquest, the
Romman et the Roman Conodeation
Under tis sytem, Romans gov full S
cenhip to some pele, epecally ober
Latin: They could vote o seve i the
Bovernment, and they wer esed the








