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that arestllusd oday.

Who are youl Wiy are you here!
Read 0 arnhow the ncent Greks tred 10 amwer
simiar i” questos.

“The word philosophy (i AHe shes)
comes rom the Greek word for v of wi-
Gom.” Grek philcsophy 1 to the sy of
History, poltical science, scienc, nd mathe-
matics. Greek thinkers swho believed the
human mind could understand everything
‘were calle philosophers(1He Aot )

Many philosophers were teachers. One
Greek philosopher, Pythagoras (puh T+
guheruhs) taught his pupils that the uni-
verse followed the same laws that governed
music and numbers. He believed that all
relationships in the world could be
expresced in mumbers. As  esult, he devel-
oped many new ideas sbout mathematics.
Most people know his name because of the
Pythagorean theorem that is stl used in
geometry. It is a way to determine the
length of the sides of  triangle

Who Were the Sophists? The Sophists
(SAH-ists) were proessional teaches in
ancient Gresc, They tavel from iy 1o
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city and made  living by teaching others.
They believed students should use their
time to improve themselves. Many taught
theirstudents howe to win an argument and.
‘make good politcal speeches.

‘Sophists did not believe that gods and.
goddesses influenced people. They also
rejcted the idea of absolute rightor wrong.
They believed that wehat was right for one
person might be wrong for another.

The Ideas of Socrates One critc of the
Sophists was Socrates (sAHekruhe ).
Socrates was an Athenian sculptor whose
true love was philosophy. Socrates left no
writings behind. What we know about
him we have leamed from the writings of
his students.

) TR s cresk taston

Socrate believed that an sbsolute truth
xsted and that all real knowledge was
within each person. He invented the
Socratc method (suh KiA i) of teaching
sill used touday. He asked pointed questions
o force his pupil to use thei resn and to
see things for themselves.

Some Athenian leaders considered the
‘Socratic method a threat o their power. At
‘one time, Athens had s tradition of ques-
toning leaders and  speaking frecly.
However, ther defeat i the Peloporiesian
War changed the Athenians. They no longer
trusted open debate. In 39 5. the leaders
accused ' Socrates of teaching young,
‘Athenians to rebel aginst the state. A jury
found Socrates guilty and sentenced him to
death. Socratescould have fld the ity but
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‘During the Hellenistic Era, Athens con-
tinued to attract the most famous philoso-
phers in the Greek world. The two most

important philozophers were Epicurus
and Zeno.

Epicureans Epicurus founded a philoso-
‘phy we now know as Epicureanism (c1ph=
yueREEeuheserezohm). He taught his stu-
dents thathappinesswas the goslof . He
belived that the way 1o be happy was to
ek out pleasure.

“Today the word epicurem means the
v ofphysical pleasure,such s good food
o comfortable surtoundings. Howeves, o
Epicurus, pleasure meant spending time
with friends and learning no to worry
sbout things. Epicurean aveided worry by
taying out of politcsand public servce.

Who Were the Stoics? A Phoerician
named Zeno developed Stoicism (STOHsuhe
siezutm). It becamme a very popular philoso-
phy in the Hellenistc world. When Zeno
‘came to Athens, he could not afford o renta.
Jecture hall.So e taught ta building known
2 the “painted porch” near the city market.
“Stoicsm” comes from sto,the Greek word
for “porch”

For Stoic, happiness came from follow-
ing reason, it emotions, and doing your
duty. Today the word stic is used to
describe someone who i notaffected by oy
o grief. Unlike Epicureans, Stois thought
people had a duty to serve thei cty:

Contrast Whstwers the
ifrences between Epcueanism and Sticlsm?
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lived under the citys laws, %0 he had to
obey them. He then drank poison o cary.
ot the ury's sentence.

The Ideas of Plato One of Socrates stu-
dents veas Plato (PLAY»toh). Unlike Socrates,
e are ble to learm 3 lot sbout Plato from.
his weritings. One work Plto wrote is called
the Republic. It xplains his ideas sbout gov-
emment. Based on life in Athens, Plato
decided that democracy was not 4 good
system of government. He did not think
that rule by the people produced far o sen-
sible polices. To him, people could not live
good lives unless they had 2 just and rea-
Sonable government.

In the Repulic, Plato described his idesl

“The third group included the estof the
‘people. They were driven by desire, not by
weidom like the first group or coursge like
the second. These people produced the
stte's food, clothing, and sheltr Plato also
believed that men and women should have.
the same education and an equal chance to
have the same jobs.

Who Was Aristotle? Plato established a
school in Athens known as the Academy. His
beststudent was Aristotle (AR uh+ s toh).
Asistotle wrote more than 200 books on
topics ranging from government to the
planets and stars.

In 335 s.c. Aristotle opened his own
school called the Lyceum. At the Lyceum,
Asistotle taught his pupils the “golden
mean.” This idea holds thata person should.
o othing in excess. For example, a person

‘should no ea too lttle ortoo much but ust
enough o stay well.

“Arstote sl helped t advance scence.
He urged people to uee ther senses to make
cbservations, ust as scientits today make
cheervations. Arstotle was the fst person
o group observationssccoding o thie s
it and differnces. The he made gen-
exalimtions based o the groupsof fcs.

Like Plato, Arstotl wrote sbout gov-
ernment. He studied and compared the
overnmentsof 15 different place to fnd
he bestform of government.In his book
Poltcs, Aristole divided the govermments
o three types:

~ Government by one person, such 2 &

monareh (ing o queen) or & yrant

« Government by a few people, which

might be an srstocracy o an

olgarchy

. by many people, a in 3

democracy.

Avisttle noficed that govermments run
by a few people were usually run by the
rich He noticed that most d
s run by the poor. He thought th best
overnment was a misture of th .

Arisotle’s ideas shaped the way
Europeans and Americans thought sbout
overnmen. The founders of the United
States Constttion red to create 2 mixed
overnment that balanced the different
Iypes Aristotle had identifed.

Contrast How 84
Afsto’ dea of goverment difer from Plao's?
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