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The people of Persta (FUHRwzhut) lved.
i what s today southwesten Iran. Erly
Persians were warriors and nomad who
herded cattle For  time,they were domi.
nated by others. Then one remarksble
loader, Cyrus the Great(sYerus), managed

o unite the Persians into 3 powerful
kingdom. Under Cyrus, who ruled from
559 8. to 530 8, Peria began bullding
n empr gt any 3t e n e

The Rise of the Persian Empire 105305
Cyrus's amies swept into Mesopotamia
and captured Babylon, Then they took over
‘northern Mesopotamis, Asia Minor, Syria,
Canaan, and the Phocnician cite. Cyrus
trested al his new subjects ell. As you
read in Chapter 3, he alowed the captive
Jews in Babylon fo retum home. Cyrus's
mesciful rule helped hold his growing
empire togother.
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[image: image2.png]“The leaders who followed Cyrus con-
tinued to 3dd to Persian teritory. They
conquered. Egypt, western Ind, and
Theac, region portheast of Grece From.
one end t0the othes, the Perian Empire
wae sbout the size of the continental
United States today:

"o connect theis vast holdings, the

Persiane built e of roade. The oyal
Road stetched from Asia Misor 1o Suss,
the Persian capital. Along the way, the
Persian set up roscside station o upply
food, shaler, and fresh hores 1o he
King's messngers.
What Was Persian Government Like? A
the Porsian Empic grow bigger it bocame.
very difclt o manage. When Daris.
(@ReR-ul) came o the heone 21
e rorganizad the govemment 1o make i
work beer.

“Daras divided the empire into 20
provis caled ssapies (S -nepec)
Fach e e by an ol with te e
ofsarap (S+rus).mesming -prtecio o
o gt Th st acid o ok co
lector, e, it of polce, and hesd
raie ot Persion . However ol
o sirpe anare 0 the Fesan ki,
T i’ poer depended upon his
oops. Byt of Dt Peri
large amy of profeional sidiers. Unike
s Crak it staten, where the ctsens
ook up arme i times of war, in Psia
o gorenment pid pecpl o o ul e
Stdirs Amomg hmwere 10000 poally
rined soliers who guarded the King.
They were i the mmorals becne
‘when 2 member i, e wasimmedily

vas borm in 660 .. He began preaching
after secing visions a3 young man.

Like the Jows, Zoroaster belicved in
one god. He viewed thissupreme beng 22
the creator of all things and  force of
goodnes. Howaver, Zoroaster
vl in the world, too. He taught that
humans had the freadom to- choose
between right and wrong, and that good-
ness would triumph in the end. The
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Malnldea, BothSparta and Ahes played o in
efeating he Persas.

‘Reaing Focas Have you and vl ove st asde
Your frences 0 vorkfor comman e Tisap-
pened in o Greac when Spara and s cane
‘ogetir 0t PrsansRead bt h ucome.

As the Gresks set up colonies in the.
Mediterranean ares, they often clashed
with the Persans. By the mid 3008 5.,
Persi slresdy controlled the Greek it i
Asia Minor. In 69 5. the Athenian ammy
helped the Greoks in Asia Minor rebel

aginst their Persan rulers. The rebellion
i, but King Darius decided the main-
1and Grecks had to be stopped from inter-
fring in the Persan Empre.

The Battle of Marathon 1n 490 5. a
Persian ot landed 20000 soldier cn the
plain of Marathon (MAR+uhemasn), orly 2
Short distance from Athens. For several
days, the Persans waited there for the
‘Athenians o advance. The Athenians, b
ver,did not tak the bait. They had only
10,000 sldiers compared to the Persans’
20000, They knew that sttacking was too
dangerous. Instead they held back in the
hils overlooking the lain.





[image: image4.png]Tired of waiting, the Persian com-
mander decided to ssil south and attack
‘Athens irectly. He ordere his troops back
‘ontoth ships,and it e then tht he made
3 big mistake. The first to board, he
‘decided, would bethe horsemen n the cav-
aly, the stromgest partof the Persian army.
"As o0 = the cavaly was outof ight.
ing range, the Greeks charged donn fom.
the hill and onto the plin of Marathon.
“They caghtthe Persian footsoldiers stand-
ing in the wate,walting thie fur (o board
the ships. Unabis to defend themseivs,the
Persians wers easily defated.
According o legend, the Athenians sent
 messenger named Pheidippides (y-DIHP-
uhesz) home with the news. The runmer
raced nearly 25 miles (402 km) from
Marathon o Athens. He collapsed from
exhaustion and, with his lsst breath,
announced, “Victory” Then he. died.
‘Modern marathon aces are named for this
Famous run and arefust over 26 mils ong,

Another Persian Strike Aftr Darius died
in 486 8., his son Xerses (ZUHRK~z)
became.the Persan king. Xerxes vowed
revenge sgainst the Athenians. In 450 ..
e launched a new invasion of Gresc, this
time with about 180000 trops and thou-
Sands of warshipe and supply vesels.

To defend themselves, he Greeksfined.
fores, Spart sent the most sodiers, and.
ther King, Leonidas (eeAH e ),
served ss commander. Athens provided the
navy. An Athenian genersl, Themistocles
(tbuhe M- tuhensz), came up with a plan
to ightthe Persians.

‘The Greeks knew that s the huge
Persian srmy marched south, it depended
o shipments of food brough in by bost.
Themistocles argued tht the Greeks best
strtegy would be to atack the Persians”
ships and cut offood supplies to the army.
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[image: image5.png]To ready ther fleet for battle the Greeks
necded to stal the Persian army befor it
ceached Athens. The Greeks decided the
best place to block the Persians was at
Thermopylae (th-Mat-puneie). Ther-
mopylae was 2 narrow pass through the
mountains that was sy to defend. About
7,000 Greok soldiers held off the Persians
there for two days. The Spartans in the
Grsck army swersespecially brave. As one
story has i, the Greeks heard that Pesian
artows swould darken the sky. A Spartan
warrior esponded, “That is good news We
il ghtn the shidel”

Unfortuntely for the Greeks, a tritor
dinected the Persans to 3 mountain path
that ld them around the Greeks. As the
Persians mounted a rear attack, King.
Leonidas snt most of his troops to sfety.
He and several hundred others, howeves,

edeeed e rrsan it

stayed behind and fought to the death. The
Gresks lost the bt at Thermopylae, but
their valiant stand gave Athens enough
time to sscembie 200 hips.

“The Greek flet attacked the Persan
et inthe stait o Salamis (SA+lshemuts),
ot f from Athens. A srit 3 naow trip
of water between two pisce of and. The
Grscks expeced to have the upper hand in
the batte because thei ships could maneu-
ver el in ight spaces. Creek ships were
‘smalle, fate, and i ostoe thar the big.
Persian ships, which became casy targets.

“The Gree plan worked. At a feocious
bt the Grsok destroyed slmst the entir
Persian e Sall,the Persian army marched.
on. When their toops resched Athens, the
Grscks had sreay .

“The Persans bumed the it This oy
sifne the resolve o the Greek ity states.





[image: image6.png]In early 479 5., they came together to
form the largest Greek army ever sssem.
bled. With s body armor, longer spears,
and better trining, the Greek army
Crushed the Persian army at Plataea (sun
TEEu), northwest of Athers

“The battle was a tuming point for the
‘Grooks,convincing the Prsian o retreat
“Asia Minor. By working ogether, he Grsek
ciy-stats had saved ther homeland from

What Caused the Persian Empire to Fall?
When the Greeks defeated the Persian

i more weslth. They spent the god and
Siver that lone int the inessurcson hix-
rie for the royal court.

“The high taxes angered their subjects:
and coused many rebellions. At the same
time, the Persian oyal fmily ought over
swha was to be king. Many of the later
Persian kings were kil by other family
‘members who wante the throne.

Persian kings had many wives and
Children. The sans had litte,f any, power
5o they were constantly plotting to take
over the thione. As a rsult of such plts,
Six of the nine rulers after Darius were
murdered.

All'of these problems made Persia
vulnerabe to atack By the time a young
Greek conqueror named Alexander in-
vaded the empie in 334 6. the Persians
vers o match for i

by T8, the st Persan king s desd
‘and Alander ruled over sl his lanck. You
ill ks more sbout Alevander the Great
‘and his many achisvements in Chapter,
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poverd v domocatic
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As you rad in Secion 3, the Batle of
Pltaea in 479 €. put anend t the Persians
invasion of Greece. Although the Persians
rtreaod, they st romained a threat. In
78 . Athens jonec with othe ity sttes—
but ot Sparta-to form the Delian Lesgue.

‘The Delian Lesgue promised to defend
it members againet the Persians. It slso
worked o drive Persia ot o Greck terito
ies in Asia Minor Eventually, the lague
freed slmot all of the Greek cites under
Persia'scontrol,

“Attssar the Delian Leagro had head:
quarers on the iland of Delos (DEE+wue).
Howoves, s chif officals—the troasurers
in charge of s money and the commanders
in charge o is fleet_swerefrom Athens, 25
were most of the troops. Little by little,
Athens gained contol over the other city-
tate i the alliance. S the league ias
o longer 3 parmership to fight Persia bt
a0 Athenian empire

In 354 .. the Athenians moved the
Delian Lesgue’s reasury from Delos to
Athens. The Athenians alo began sending.
roops t other Grek ity-stte, i help the
common people rebel against the nobles in
power.

Democracy in Athens Athenians had a
strong fath in their democratic system.
We call their system direct democracy
(@heMaHekrhese). In 8 diret domocracy,
people gather at mass mestings to decide
on govemment mater. Every ciizen can
vote firsthand on aws and polcies.

Can you imagine such 3 system in the
United States? A mass meeting of our
millions o ciizens would be impossiblel
Instead, in the United States we have 3.
representative democracy (ror-prn-ZEHN -
tuheti). Uncder his ype of democracy at-
s choose  smaller group to make aws
and governmental decisions on thei behal
This s 3 much more practical system when
the population i arge.

What made dirct democracy workable
i ancint Athens was the elaively small
number of citizens. In the mid40s 5.C,
about 3000 male itzersover 18 yearsold
‘made up the ascembly. Usualy ewer than
600 ttended the meetings, which were
beld every 10.days. The assembly passed all
laves, leced offcials, and made docisiors
on war and forsign affirs. T oficisls
Know 3= generslscared ot the sssembly s
avesand polices





[image: image8.png]A few women did move more freely
in public lfe. Aspasia (ss+7AY-zhu) is
perhaps the most famous exemple.
Aspasia was not 2 native Athenian. This
gave her special status. She was well.
‘ducated and taught public spesking to
many Athenians. Her writings have not
Survived, but Plato, the famous Greek
philosopher, said her work helped shape
his idess. Pericles often consulted
Aspasia, 25 did many other Athenian
eaders. i this way,she became influen-
tialin politcs even though she was not
allowed to vote or hld offce.
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As the Athenian empie became rich and.
powerfl othe citystate grw suspciousof
it sims. Led by Sparts, they joined forces:
agsinst Athens.Spart and Athens had bult
w0 very iffrent inde of soceies, and ei-
ther stte understood or truste th other
The two groups cashed sversl times over
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[image: image9.png]what Spart and i aliessaw a5 Athenian
sggression. Fnally, war boke out n 43 8.
I would drag on il 404 8. and shater
any poesibily of future operaion among
the Greeks. Hisorans cal this condlct the
Peloponnesian W because Spart was
located i the Ploponnes.

Perices’ Funeral Oration n th first win-
terof the war,the Athenians held a pubiic
funeral. s purpose was to honor hose who.
had died n batle. The elativesof th desd
wep for theiloved one. The et thecit-
e oned ina rocesson.

“As wasthe custom, a lesding Athenian

ddresed the crowd. On this day, Perces

He talked about the grestness of
Rihens and reminded the peopl that they
‘made ther government stron,

I this famovs speech calle the Funeral
Oraton Pericls pointe out tht Atheins
were prtof a community. Asciizns, they
agroed o obey the ule in thei constit
ton—their framework of government.
‘They accepted certain duties, such a5 pay-
g toxenand defencin the ciy: They sz
gained certain rights, such a th ability o
Vote and run for office.

Pericls’ speech rminded Athrians of
e povr of democracy and gave them the
courage to keep fighting T deas are sl
important for pecple living in democratic
nations today:

‘Why Was Athens Defeated? At he begin-
ning o he Pelopornesian ar,both Sparta
anct Athens thought thy knew how towin.
The Spartans and thei alies surrounded
Athens. They hoped tht the Athenans
‘would send out an army o fight. However,
Pericles knew thatSpartan forescould beat
the Athnians in open battle. Beleving hi
people would be sae beind thecty walls
he ‘urged farmers and others on the
outkins to move inside the city. There

Pericles”
Funeral Oration

Perkces s a dominan: gurs i Athensan
polsbetwesn 81 5. 0 £29 53
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Athenians stayed put and had the navy
deliver supplis from ther colonies and
alies. Becauce Sparta did nothave anavy, it
could ot attack the Athenian ships.
“Athens escaped serous harm fo some
time. Then, n thesecond year o the war, a
desdly disease spread through the aver-
croweded city 1t killed more than 3 third

of the poople, incuding Perces imself in
320 5. Desgite these terrble loses, the




[image: image10.png]Athenians fought on. The standoff contin-
e for another 25 years.

“The historian Thucydides recorded
sehathe s

66 i, ten, was he catamity
e fell wpon Athens, and the
imes were hard indeed,with men
dyin inside thecty and theland
ouside being lid wiste 99
—hucdide,
oy of the Ploposcsian W

Finaly, desperate to win, the Spartans
made 3 deal with the Persian Empire. In
‘exchange for enough maney tobuild a navy,
they gave the Persans some Greek teritory
i Asa Minor.

In 05 5. Spart's ev vy destroyed.
the Athenian . The nex year, afer los-
ing mre batles on land, Athens surren-
dered. The Spartans and ther alies then
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tore down the city walls and broke up the
Mo empie. The wt wasovr st .

The Plgotmecin Wt weskone all o
tho mjorCrek aty s, both the win-
e thaloers My peoplcied n e
Thing and many et e deroyed
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