[image: image1.png]‘Belore the new arrivals could actually pass
thrcsgh the “golden door” to Americs, how-
eves, they had to regiser at govemment
recepton centers. In the Eas, immigrants
e procesced at Castle Garden, 3 former
fort on Manbattan Island. After 1872, they
went through Ellis Iand in New York Har.
bor. Most Asian immigrants arrived in the
United States on the West Cosst i California
and went through the procesing center on
‘AngelIland i Son Francisco Bay.

Examiners st the centers recorded the
immigrans’ ames-—sometimes shorering.
orsimplifying a name they found too diffclt
1o write. The examiners asked theimmigrants
wehers they came from, ther occupation,and
whether they had reatives i the United
State. New immigrants also were given
heslth examinations. vith conta-
Sious linesss could be refused permission to
enterthe United Sate.
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Ao passing theough the recspton cen-
ters, most immigrants gained entry to the
United States. Where would they go? How
svould they live Some had elativesor friends
o stay with and to help them fnd jobs, Oth-
s ke i e s eould have ostike out
o theirown.

Finding Work

An immigrants grestst challenge was
finding ork. Sometimes organizations in
his o her homeland recruited workers for
jobs i the United Staes. These organizatons
‘Supplied American employers with unskilld
svorkers who worked unlosding cargo ordig-
g ditches.

‘Some of Ameria’s Fitet growing inciss
e hired immigrant workers. In the steel
millsof Pitsburgh, for example, most of the
Iabores in the srly 1900 were immigrant
men. They might work 12 hours per day,
seven days per week.

‘Many iminigrants, icluding women and
children, worked in in the
garment industy. These were dark, crosded

Soops whers virkes made doihng, The
ok was epettious and azardos, e .
Jon and the s g,

Fauline Newnan, who lter became a0
official inthe Inemational Ladies Garment
Workers Union, worked in 8 New York
Sweashop a2 hld,She rcalled. e st
‘dwork 2t 730 [in the momning] and during.
e sy season we worked unl nines
clock i the evning. They did pay any
overtme and Gt v you anyiing bt
Supper money. At tines they would ive
you... it spepe.. o your sppes”
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Adjusting to America

i thee new homes, immigrais wied 1o
precerve their oven culturs: At the same
Eine, most wanie 1o ssstmlate or b
par of the Amerian culture. These o
Sesiessomesims came o confct.

Many immigrant parens coninied o
spek this nativ languige. Tl chidren
poke Engishat schoo and withfrend,but
ey spoke thele ratwe anguags a home
he grandchldrnof many immigranspoka
only Englsh

Furthermor, i the United Stts, women
genenly had iore Feedom tan women
Eiropean and Asan counre. New istyes
confcied it adional ways and some-
e couse iy i,

Bullding Communities

Most of the new immigranis sere from
rural aress. Because they acked the money to

no_education, they usually worked 35
unckilld lborers.
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People of the same ethic group tended
to form separate communites. As 3 reult,
neighborhoods of Jewish, Talian, Polsh,
G e goups ikl dveopod
in Now York, Chicago, San Francsco,
other lrge ities

Immigrants to recreate some of
the life they had It behind. The communi-
ties they establshed revolved around 3
mumber of traditionsl institutons. Most
important were the houses of worship—
the churches and the synagogues-where
worship was conducted and holidays were
celebratd 2 they were in their homelands.
Priests and rabbis often acted as commu
ity leaders.

The immigrants published newspapers
in their native languages, opened stores
and theater, and organized. social clubs.
Ethnic commanities helped the immigrants
preserve thei cultual hertage
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lower pay These Americars sko srgued that
the new immigrants it their foreign
Ianguages, unamiarrlgiors, and distireive
customesvould no it o Amercan socey.

Lawmshers responded iy to the tideof
it immigrant fesling, In 1882 Congress
passod the Chinese Excluslon. Act, which
probibited Chinese workers from ntering the
Uit States fo 10 yeas. Congress extended.
i i 199 and again i 1902 Siilarly
1907 the fderal govermment snd Japan came
103 “gentleman's sgrement” that simed 1o

o had an
impact on, immigrants from sl nations. In
1897 Congres passed 2 bill that required
immigrants to be sble o read and vt in
some language. Although the president
vetoed the bil, Congress later passed. the
Inmigration Act of 1917, which incuded a
‘Simila teracy requirement.

O the ther hand, some American sup-
ported immigeation. These people ecognized.
ot immigrants supplied the county s indus
tris with workers. We now apprecate that
immigrants also anriched the country with
the culture o teir homelands.

UL o wy e

‘Anstcas biams Immigas o e raons

ocabulary . Eluating What S uropiicn . Specating Wit s 1 -

L enoestamsina O nabist movnntz s gt kg o
sttt vl nelp apan aiag| sies7
S mianeg cmigat, o CrdcalTinking 7. Exgostry g W 3 -
ot et Svcirp, . Delaming Cavs and et o xplaning whathapincd
Ssists, i, it Whatuss o et achof 5 goamentaploncas

D9 Dl Mg XY o .

Main deas = Answes the

2.Constig rowcainmg | St 8]
ton crang e 18657 Ganteman Wit o some craacists

3.Descing Wt e e P ot now wae of nmigants
woring conatrs n ezt T ratamed ater 18657
et feriéng





