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1) Download and Read “Child labor in factories” (below)
2) Write a letter to the factory owner on behalf of the rest of the
kids protesting the conditions of the work place! (300 words)
In your letter, using the sources from the readings, you should
describe the following:

-the jobs that children did

-Accidents which often happened

-Punishments that children faced

-Food children were given

-Hours that children were forced to work

3)What action are you and the other childkgn going to take if
these conditions do not improve? LA =
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You are going to use primary evidence 10 find out what conditions were like for those children who
worked in factories in the nineteenth century. The only problem is that the sources do not agree.
You therefore have 10 work out which sources are RELIABLE and can help you with your
investigation.

CHILDREN IN THE MILLS

If businessmen in the Industrial Revolution were going to develop their factories they needed
people 1o work for them. Many of the early textile factory owners employed large numbers of
children. This was not shocking as children had always been expected 10 work before the Industrial
Revolution. Some of the children in the mill were apprentices. These children were often orphans,
who were sent 10 the factories from the large towns. They lived in the apprentice house near the
factory. Other child workers came form the local area. Their families relied on their wages to
survive.

The factory owners paid gverseers 10 make sure the children worked as hard as they could. The
more work the children did the more the overseers were paid. The overseers were given whips.
Children had many advantages as factory workers. They were paid less than adults, and
apprentices were not paid at all but just worked for food and shelter. Children were also more
supple, so it was easier for them 1o crawl under the machines t0 repair broken threads. They did
this when the machines were working and some were badly injured.

Some children were given an education at work but many were not.
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Some children, called scavengers, had Jobs such as cleaning the
machines while they were still working, which was very dangerous

Source 2

‘There were terrible accidents. Sometimes
the children's hands and arms were caught in
the machinery: in many instances the
muscles. and the skin is stripped down to the
bone, and in some instances a finger or two
might be lost.”

Comment firom a Doctor in Manchester

Souice 3 Source 4 Sourced

"I have seen the factory ‘Our common food was "Very often the children are woken
owner with a horse whip oatcake. It was thick and at 4am. They work for 16 hours,
standing outside the mull. coarse. This was our with little breaks. until they go
He punished the breakfast and supper. Our home at night to their parents™
children who came late. dinner was potato pie with

boiled bacon it, 1t tasted
John Fairbrother, an awful. but we were hungry Richard Oastler, interviewed in
overlooker, interviewed enocugh to eat anything.’ 1832

in 1819
Ivitten by a child worker
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i Elizabeth Bentley was questioned by Parliament. She started working at the age of six.

“Q: Explain what you had to do.

A When the frames are full, they have 1o stop the frame, and take the fiyers off, and take the full bobbins off, and
i carry them on tc the roller, and then put the empty cnes on.

Q: Suppose you slowed down a little, what would they do?

! A Strap us. The girls had black marks on their skin many a time, and their parents dare not come in about it, they
| were afraid of losing their work.

Q: What part of the mill did you work in?

1|: A In the card-room. It was very dusty. The dust got upon my lungs, | got so bad in health. When | pulled the

deformed.”

i baskets all heaped up the basket pulled my shoulder out of its place and my ribs have grown over it. | am now
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Source E

Mr John Meoess, an overseer, was questioned by parliament.

“Q: Were any children employed at the factory?

A: There were 111. All apprentices from London between the ages of seven and
eleven.

Q: What were the hours of work?

A: From five c'cleck in the morning till eight at night.

Q: What time was allowed for meals?

A: Half an hour for breakfast and half an hour for dinner.

Q: Would the children sit or stand to work?

A: Stand.

Q: Were they usually tired at night?

A: Yes, some of them were very tired. I have frequently found some asleep on
the factory floor.

Q: Were any children injured by machines?

A: Very frequently. Very often their fingers were crushed and cne had his arm
broken.”











