Wilson’s Fourteen Points and the Treaty of Versailles

Some—Dbut not all—of President Wilson's Fourteen Points
were reflected in the Treaty of Versalilles.
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Public diplomatic negotiations and an end to secret treaties
Freedom of navigation on the seas

Free trade among nations

Reduction of armaments to the level needed for domestic safety -

Fair resolution of colonial claims that arose because of the war
Evacuation of Russia and restoration of its conquered territories

Preservation of Belgium’s sovereignty

Restoration of France’s territory, including Alsace-Lorraine =

Redrawing Italy's borders according to nationalities
Divide up Austria-Hungary according to nationalities

Redraw the borders of the Balkan states according to
nationalities

Self-determination for Turks and the other nationalities under
Turkish rule

Creation of an independent Polish nation

Creation of a League of Nations
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MaA|joR PROVISIONS OF THE
TREATY OF VERSAILLES

Military Changes

e Limited the German army to 100,000 men, with no
tanks or heavy artillery.

e Limited the German navy to 15,000 men.

e Banned Germany from having an air force.

Territory Changes

* Required Germany to cede land to France, Den-
mark, Poland, Czechoslovakia, and Belgium.

* Required Germany to surrender all colonies to the
control of the League of Nations.

e Germany and Austria were prohibited from uniting.

War-Guilt Provisions

e Held Germany solely responsible for all losses and
damages suffered by the Allies during the war.

* Required Germany to pay reparations of 269 billion
gold marks, later reduced to 132 billion.

Establishment of the League of Nations
¢ Did not initially permit Germany to join the League.



What did the Treaty of Versailles mean for Germany and for Europe?
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“A JUST AND LASTING PEACE™:
WooDROW WILSON'S FOURTEEN POINTS V. THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES

Directions: Compare and connast the plans for peace for World War I- Woodrow Wilson's Fourteen Points and the Treaty of Versailles.
IWhat are the similarities between the two plans and what are the differences berween them. Use pages 649- 633 in your Amenican Nation
textbook.

Siularities
Woodrow Wilson's The Treaty of
Fourteen Points Versailles




The Peace Settlement
and Germany

Britain, France and the USA did not agree about what should be included in the peace treaty with Germany.
Each country had suffered in different ways during the war.

France had suffered the most because much of Northern France had been a battlefield. She had lost
almost 1,250,000 men and had been invaded by Germany for the second time since 1870, Ninety
percent of the French coal and iron industries had been seized by the Germans at the beginning of
the war. Many of these mines had been deliberately flooded by the retreating German Army at the
end of the war. Over 48, 000 km of French roads and 23,000 factories had been destroyed during
the fichting. In total, an area the size of Wales was completely devastated.

Brstain had lost 750, 000 men and spent nearly £8 Billion on the war. Brstain also had to borrow 1
Bilion pounds from the USA. Many of its citizens blamed Germany for starting the war and now
wanted revenge. Her Prime Minister, Lloyd George realised however that if Germany was treated
too harshly, she would be bitter and might one day try to start another war.

The USA had joined the war in April 1917 and had lost 113,000 men in the fighting. No battles had
been fought on her soid. Her businessmen had lent vast sums to countries like Britain to help them
pay for the cost of the war. She had also captured many foreign markets which countres like Britain
could no longer supply. Many Americans felt they had come to the rescue of Brtam and France, and
bevond that, had had no reason to become involved in the war. Now they wanted to tum their
backs on Europe and to start collecting the money they had lent Britain and France.




Source A:
A member of the British public, 1918.

‘The German nation should be destroyed. It is
the only way to ensure that such a war never
happens agam.’

Source B:

A member of the British public, 1918. Reparation =

to pay for the
damage.

‘If we weaken and punish Germany too much, 1t
will only anger her. That way. we’ll make a war
more likely | not less.

Source C:
Clemenceau, French President, 1918.

‘Germany must be brought to book; We demand
reparation and revenge’

By Mr Huggins
www.SchoolHistory.co.uk

Opening Activities

[y

Which country had enemy armies fighting on their soil?

Which country suffered damage to farmland, factories and communications?
In your opinion which country suffered the most in World War One? Why?
In your opinion which country suffered the least in World War One? Why?
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Read Source C. Why did the French want ‘reparation and revenge'?




Souzce D: British Poster, 1919.

. Read Sources A and D. Why did so many people in Britain hate the Germans
in 19182

. Read Source B. Why did some people in Britain think punishing Germany too
much was a bad idea?




